DIALOGUES 


GH THE _ 4 ED 
OTHER WORLD. 9 
By Way of 


Conference between TREE FRIENDS. 


On the Angelical Heaven. 

The Nature and Fall of Ancers. 

The Scripture Account of the State of the Dx Ap. 
The ſeveral Benefits of the RESURRECTION. 

The Millennium of St. Jonn. 4, 

And the future Renovation of ALI. Tilixcs. 


Tending to 


Illuſtrate the Writings of the Pxopmers : 
And to ſhewtheHarmony of the Sacred SysTEM. 


To which is added by Way of 


APPENDIX; 


Certain LeTTers reſpecting the aforeſaid e 
— : — — 
By J. FAW œE T T. & 


w So ſhall the World go on — till the Return 
hin ſo lately promis d — to diffotve 
Satan with his perverted World, then raiſe 
From the couflagrant Maſs, purg'd and refir'd, 
New Heav nt, new Earth, Ages of endleſs Date, 
Founded in Righteouſneſs and Peace and Love, 
To 25 forth Fruits, Foy and eternal Bkfs. 
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A it is the Deſign of theſe DiaLocuss to in- 
form the Mind in Peints commonly reckon'd 
both uſeful, and entertaining, and 5 the 2 


Time f univerſal Cancerument; | 
framed as to anſwer their End, it 1 ee, 

* for their Publication. They might indeed have 
| been thrown into the Form of Eſſays, or Diſſer- 
tations on ſuch and futch Subjetts ;, but as the pre- 
ſent Form was deſignedly pitch'd on to pleaſe the 
Public, and for no other Reaſon than as judging 
it more entertaining, the Author hopes bis Dag 
to pleaſe will at leaſt be parder'd,. even by fuch as 
way think be has taken an improper. Way for it. 
He. hes endeavaur'd at leaſt at Truth inthe 
Poiuts he. treats of, and if be happens in ſoms 
Things to differ from ſome of his Readers, as be 
knows it impoſſible to agree with every one, he has 
only to ſay he impoſes his Tenets on no one, and 
ill as ſoon as convineed as readiꝶ bange his Sen- 
timents, as Philander does in Dialogue the Vth, 
where as the Reader will eaftly ſte the Plan is 
alter d. and for the very ſame Reaſon that is there 
related. His a Dane b „ knows Tabich _ been 
latch agiva 


$ 
' 


CONTENTS. 


-Dratocus * 


Brief Account of the Pe concern 14 | 
in the following Dialogues, and of the 
Occaſon of their falling into theſe Diſcourſes. 
A Queſtion ſtarted by Crito, where is Heaven? 
which ts pur fued for ſomeTimebetween him and 
Philander, and in which the common 9 
rs e to be wry eee 8 PB I 


\Draroous. & 8 . 885 
"7, Be Debate continued ne Pita an Set 
al Crito, till broke off by the Inter erpoſition of of 
Theophilus ; who 45285 them in this Caſe 25 
confult the Scriptures. Tbe 1 Nahen = 
Philoſophy to determine this Point. Some Re- 
marks on the Nature of Motion, and that it. 


cannot be perform d but in a proper Medium: 


And on the great Unreaſenableneſs of our ex- 
pecting to become in a Manner unconfin'd, and 
omniporent, as nk as ever fet free from the 


Body. ERS: | KLE „ "PAS 8. 


Sb 


Diazocve III. 


The Seats of H appineſe fubdivi ded by 
Theophilus into theſe of Angels, theſe of. f ſepa- 
rate Souls, and the Seats of Happinejs after 
the Refurreftion. They agree to goin Search 
of the Firſt ; but give up the common Notion, 

quite improbable, and yet in ſome Reſpect 
better than the Philoſophical. A er Dig: fron 
notwithſtanding in Praiſe of the new Philo- 
fopby : with a Word or two on the Uſe of the 
preſent Query. The Scripture Heaven conj- 
der d, and ſbeun to mean chiefly the Atmoj- 
phere; ; with ſome ſhort Remarks on the Vifuon 
of Stephen, the Proto- Martyr, and on that 
of the Apoſtle St. Peter; on the Scripture Doc- 
rine of miniſtring Spirits, and the Scripture 
Account of a Fourney from Heaven by the 
Angel Gabriel ; from which it is argued 
Theophilus, that it is highly probable they re- 
fide in the Atmoſphere, which may have in it 


many Things to us inuiſible, as be ſhews from 
7 * 3 Examples. pag. 16 


Dratocus IV. 


Some Confiderations on the Nature of An- 

gels, with the Time of their Creation, and 

Pall 5 the Uſe of Scripture in Points of 
Philoſo pry 


„, and 2 Reaſons why we are not 
bound 


g, EN U 


Bound by it in this Caſe, as we are in ſuch as 
relate to Divinity. . That Angell are probably 
Men of a ſuperior Kind, and made at firſt to 
inhabit the Atmoſphere. That they probably 
fell at > the ſame Time with us, on that the 
tempt ing of Man was the fir overt-ats they 
were guilty of : with fame Confidernfions 'on 
4 Speech of our 'Saviour's relating to this 
Point, 4864 N of RN TIN _— 
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8 en 4 Paſſege of | DI Peter | 
[| reſpeBling the foregoing Subject. A Propoſal 
E || far going in Search of the 88 F Souls. 
Y | This objected againſt by Philander,. His Rea- 
r ſons for changing his Sentiment. He.propoſes 
| | @ Rueſtion to CriTa; ; and takes. ooch from 
7 thence to deride the Pbilgſopber x Net ions can: 
i | cerning Death, as neither dna on Reaſon, 
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CRrro N the Scheme of Philan- 
der, as unpbiloſophical, he rejects Philoſophy, 
and appeals to Theology : and as an Euidence 
ef its Agreement with this, be firſt produces 
the Sentiments of Job and David, then thoſe 
* Solomon and Hezekiab, and. concludes at 


tf 
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CONTENTS. 
laft with that of the Son of” S irach. From 
which he ſhews their Idea f Death to be that 


< a State of 8 Sleep, which 1s yielded 


CxriTo o have been the Old Teftament No- 


tion; but not at all, as Philander obſerves 10 


the Credit of Scripture, which he urges' fo o home 
on them that cannot they anſwer him. He then 


2 on to New Teſtament Evidence, and having 
confider'd the Doctrine of Chriſt, and St. Paul, 


on this Head, he next bropoſes to ſhew it's 


Agreement with that of St. Peter and John; 
but is told by Crito there was no Occaſion for 


it, till they bad better why een d the Evidence 


brought already. ; . 
D1iAaLoGue. VII. 


ti is here agreed to begin their Objections 
ogainſt Philander, and to try the Strength of 
what they could urge on their Side: And th 
accordingly object to him, in the firſt Place, the 
Appearance of Samuel after Death at Endor; 


then that of Moſes and Elias with our Lord, 


at bis Transfiguration ;. and then that of the 
Souls repreſented as ſeen by St. John, and as 


| heard crying from under the Altar: all which 
on Philander's Reply are given up; as is alſo 


Eccleſ. xii, 7. but Matt. x. 28. is inſſſted on, 
and being anſwer d at large by Philander, the 


Dialogue ends, pag. 65 


A 2 . 


PE his Is J 4. . Parable 
of the impurpled rich Man and poor Lazarus; 
i ſome Remarks.on the Nature, End, and 
Deen of Parables, and an Inference drawn 
from this againſt the Appearance of Ghoſts and 
Speclres;— ur Saviour's Argument 8 1 the 
Sadducees;— His Promiſe to the penitent Thief; 
Aud his commending his Spirit into the Hands 
of hrs Father ; I bat is faid by St. Paul in 
ii. Cor. v, 8. and in Philip. I. 23. Zogether 
ceith Heb. xi. ult, and xii., 23.—With ſome 
Quotalions from Authors believing the oppoſite 
Doctrine, and that are thereby driven to great 


Inconfiſtencies. pag. 78 
DriaLocuv E IX. 


"> 0p} Pauls Rapture to the thi 1 Even, and 
| Par atliſe, and how the latter differs from the 
ferner. The ſeveral Benefits of the Refur- 
rection. Vn Account of the Opinion of the 
Chiliaſts or Millennaries, and what derived 
from; with' the Objeftions againſt their Senſe 
6 "the Millennium, Tn the true Senſe of St. 

ohn's Millenium fairly lated, and diſtin- 
guiſb'd from the new Heaven and Earth which 
Fe after it; together * a large Vindi- 
cation 


"»-4 a 
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Ser 


cation of the true and literal Senſe of Sn new. 


Heavens ang Earth of SE Peter, 55 "PH 94 


1 F 


Dire * . 
The Abhurdir afp hing thef 70 © | John's 


: ASK and the Uſe of diſtinguiſhing theſe 
Dings ſhewn more largely. The j eculiar Ad- 
| Bay. of this Hypetheſis. That the future 


new Heaven and Earth ſhall be very gioricus, 


and contain all the Glories promis d us in Scri 
ture: with an Anſwer to the principal Ob- 
ections brought againſt this, and an Attempt 
Lo explam what is meant by our future Reign- 


ing. pag. 109 
The Appendix of LES hd pag. 125 
LH 2, „ 
Letter 3, e, ee, 1 
Letter 4, Cl 140 

" Letter ©, - 147 
„ 148 
Letter 7. 159 
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Page 14, I. 8, for the, read your. p. 27, 1. 17, for no, read not. p. 30, 


J. 6, after of, add rhe. I. 22, for fall, read fell, p. 38, 1. 11, for re- 


turn d, read retarn'd. p. 39, 1. 15, for Murderers, read Murderous, 


p. 43, 1. 13, dele in. p. 51, l. 17, for Philoſophers, read Philoſopby*s.. 
p. 4 I. 3 Th that, A his. p. 58, 1, 1 aer bill, — 742 
p. 69, I. 3, after Souls, add ef. p. 74, I. 4, 85 healeth, read batcth. p. 
76, I. 5, for encouraged, read encouraging. l. 17, for Pſalmiſt, read 
Platoniſ#. p. 80, 1. 25, for yet, read that. p. 97, 1. 8, after Account, 
add for, I. 29, after out, put a (,) inſtead of (.) p. 99, I. 4, for noble, 
read nobler, I. 19, for theſe, read there. I. 24, after Heavenly, put a (.) 
p. 102. I. 19, for were, read are. I. 20, for the, read bis. I. 21, after in, 
add tbe, p. 102, I. 26, for Judges, read Fudge. p. 103, 1. 15, for bis, 
read this, p. 105, l. 14, after any, add other. p. 106, I. 29, for /, 
read to. p. 108 1, 17 for I, read the. I. 21, after you, add may. p. 148, J. 
19, after as, add fo, 1, 2 1, for the, read that, p. 149, l. 3, for it, read 


they. p. 153, J. 2, foraither, read rather, 


DIALOGUES 


ON THE 
OTHER WORLD, 
BETWEEN. 


PHILANDER, CRIT0, = THEOPHILUS, | 


D I AL 0 8 U E * 
Peg was a Gentleman of an 


Fortune, who for the moſt Part 
fed in the Country, though he 
now and then made a Journey to Town. 
He lived in a pleaſant and commodious. 
Village, where he had contracted a Friend- 
ſhip with TreoenILUs, a Religious Gen- 
fleman. that lived in the Neighbourhood, 

and with whoſe Converſation he was great- 
ly delighted. A Friend from Town, whom 
we al here call CRITo, was at this Time 
at the Houſe of PHILAN DER, when all three 
walking in the Garden, they were admiring 
the Face of the Sky, which was then, be- 

B 


ing 


[2] 
ing a fine Summer's Evening, very beauti- 
ful. Upon which PHILAN DER could not 
forbear obſerving, that if the outer Courts 
of Heaven were thus delightful, there muſt 
be Reaſon for conceiving of the inner as 
yet much more ſo. 

He took Occaſion from hence to enlarge 
on the glorious Proſpect of that exceeding 
Happineſs good Men may one Day hope 
for, in that heavenly Re/? that remains for 
the People of God. ThrorhiLus ſeconded 
his Friend's Reflections, and ſpoke in a 
Manner that ſhew'd his Heart was warm'd, 
and that the very Thoughts of this future 
Happineſs charm'd-his Soul. CRrro liſt- 
en'd to both of them with great Attention, 
and obſerv'd in his Turn, that as ſuch Pro- 
ſpects were highly delightful, it was great 
Pity we had not clearer Ideas of theſe 
Things than we commonly have; that 
though he was not an utter Stranger to ſuch 
Reflections, he was yet as to many Things 
much in the Dark, and ſhould be very glad, 
as they had fallen on this Subject, if they 
= 75 give him their Sentiments about cer- 
tain Queries, which had of late ſtarted | up 
in his Mind, 

That ſays PHiLANnDrER to Theophilus, 1 

believe muſt fall , to your Share, who 
are 


„ 
are much better verſed 1 in Speculations of 
this Kind than I am. 

1 ſhall be very willing, ſays THEOPHILUS, 
to give you any Aſſiſtance that may be in 
my Power, but think you, as the oldeſt Ac- 
quaintance, at leaſt ſhould begin. | 

Loet us then, if you pleaſe, ſays PHILAx- 
DER, fit down for a while in this Arbour, 
and hear: from Crito what thoſe Queries 
are, that a Man of his Judment can want 
ſo much Light in. I take it for granted, 
ſays he, as ſoon as they were ſeated, that 
you have not ſo far loſt your Chriſtian 
Principles as to call this Part of our Belief 
in Queſtion, but that you believe, as in the 
Cloſe of the Creed, in the Life Everlaſting. 

I am far enough, ſays CriTo, from being 

an Infidel, nor did you ever find me inclin- 
a that Way. TI believe a future State as 
much as any Man, and would not with you 
to take up your Time in attempting to 
prove it. I alſo hope, as well as you, to be 
happy- ſomewhere, but the Queſtion with 
me is Where that Somewhere is? I have 
likewiſe often view'd the Heavens with 
Rapture, as you have now, bat all the little 
Philoſophy.I am Maſter of, inſtead of giv- 
ing me any Light in this Point, has only 
ſerv d more and more to confound me. 

It concerns us not much, ſays PuILAN DPR, 

6 B 2 Where 
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lee Heaven is, if we can but be ſo happy 
as to gain a Place in it. 

I grant, ſays CRI To, that it is not neceſ- 
fary, that we ſhould be able to point out 
the Seat of future Happineſs, but yet it is- 
natural to ſuppoſe it ſomewhere, and you 
cannot but know that the common Opinion 
has fix d it, but ſo very far beyond the re- 
moteſt Stars, that it would almoſt make one 


deſpair of ever reaching it. The Power an | 


God, I know, can folve this Difficulty ; or 
was the Motion of Spirits really as quick we 
Thought, as has often been ſaid, though I 
think it has never been prov'd, I could 
overlook this Diſtance then as nothing. 
But as this is a Matter, which in my Opi- 
_ can neither be prov'd from Reaſon, 
nor yet from Scripture, I could be glad, 
methinks, if Heaven were ſomewhat nearer, 
and that it was not quite fo long a Journey 
to it. 

You ſeem pleaſant, my Friend, ſays 
Pn1LANDER, but what ſays Theophilus? 
Cannot he anſwer this weighty Objection? 
He fits and fmiles as if he was unconcern'd 
at it; but perhaps he is framing his An- 
{wer, and 1 am only depriving myſelf, by 
this Interruption, of the Pleaſure I expect 
from the hearing it. 

No Interruption at all, ſays Tazzorarvs, 


Pray 


2 
2 
* * 
* 
5 
K 


| 5 
pray proceed. I had rather at preſent be 


Hearer than Speaker, and from what I have 
heard of your Diſcourſe already, am con- 
vinced I am not fit to be your Advocate. 
I am indeed too much of Crito's Opinion 


todo you much Service on this Head, 


Is it ſo? fays PyiLanDer; then I had 
better turn Queriſt in my Turn. I have 
no other Anſwer to give, but the Power of 
God, and what Crito has mention'd already, 
the wondectil Motion of Spirits, which if 
he will not allow me, I am not able, I own, 
to bring Proof for. But pray what is the 


Reaſon, Friend Crilo, you cannot be ſatisfyd 


with what has fatisfy'd ſo many Thou- 
ſands? Is there any thing too hard for an 


Almighty God ? Cannot "Jo that made us, 


and the Heavens, bring us into them, let 
their Diſtance be ever ſo great, or INCON= 


ceivable ? 


I can very ſafely, anſwer's. Cr1To, con- 


fide in the Power of God to make me happy 


when and where he pleaſes; nor ſhall any 


Uncertainty of the Seat of Happineſs ever 


ſtagger my Faith, the leaſt that is, in this 
Point. But yet it would be ſome Satisfac- 
tion, methinks, to know the where, or to 
be even able to gueſs at ſome probable 


Place for it. 


There is no doubt, ſays PHILANDER, but 
| B 3 EN ſuch. 
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6 
fuch Knowledge would be very agreeable ; 
but why ſhould we call in queſtion the 
common Notion, unleſs we were able to 
produce a better? We know the Scripture 
frequently ſpeaks of Heaven, and always 
ſpeaks of it as a Place above us. 

It does fo, ſays CriTo, and no doubt it 

is ſo; but whether above or below the Stars 
\} it does not ſay. Had the Scripture plainly 
4 pointed out the Seat of it, that Part I mean, 
[ that is the Seat of Happinek, you had had 
4 none of my Queries about it: But here the 
i Sacred Oracles are dumb, or I am deaf and 
. cannot hear their Language; nor does Phi- 
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loſophy ſeem to offer the leaſt Aſſiſtance. 

We can look into Heaven an almoſt incre- 

i dible Way, but can ſee nothing in it ex- 
| 


— 
n 


cepting the Heavenly Bodies, with very 
large, but apparently deſolate Spaces be- 
(1 tween them: And if above all theſe you 
j place the Imperial Heaven, the Diſtance, I 
own, to me is fo amazing, that I am aſto- | 
niſh'd whenever I think of it. And what 
after all, if all beyond our Sight ſhould be 
but ſimilar to what is in it! our optick 
"Glaſſes ſeem to ſhew it is ſo! And if this 
be the Caſe, where are we then Ph:lander / 
Where indeed! cry'd PHILAN DER; I 
am loſt in the infinite Space] How could 
you, Crito, lead me ſuch a Flight, without 


giving 


624 
giving me any thing to reſt my Feet on? 
And you, Theophilus, how could you leave 
me thus, in a Flight that muſt tire the fa- 
bulous Eagle of oe? PF, 

I am apt to think, ſays TurophiLus, 
that Jove's fabled Eagle could never have 
| carried his Godſhip half fo far. The Hea- 
thens muſt think the Creation very narrow, 
to provide their Gods with no better Con- 
veniencies, as well as their Gods to be very 
poor Gods, to ſtand in need of ſuch pitiful 


Carriers. In how much grander a Light 


does the Scripture ſet forth the Almighty ! 
But Philander ] ſee is tired, and wants 
Refreſhment. 

It is time indeed, fays PILAN DER, to 
think of Supper, and ſee, the Servant is 
coming to give us Notice of it. But yet 
Philander is not fo much tired, as not to be 
willing to reſume. the Journey to morrow 
Morning, if Theophilus will but agree to bear 
him Company. 

As to that, fays Puroruizs, I would 
even attend you to Night, but that it is too 
far advanced for us now to make any great 
Progreſs, for which Reaſon, 1 think, we 
had better reſt for this Time, and take to- 
morrow the whole Day before us, when 1 
will meet you in the Arbour preciſcly at 
T0" for that Purpoſe. 


| 1 8 ] 
Well propos d, ſays Pit1LANDER, come, 
Gentlemen, let us walk in. | 


DIALOG E II. 


* Crato, hs PHILANDER, as 
they walked out of the Houſe in 
the Morning towards the Arbour, I am 


ready now to take the other Flight, if The- 
_ opbilus was but come to bear me Company: 


And he is for the moſt Part ſo exact to Bis 


Appointments, that I am not in any great 
Fear of him. 


You have no Occaſion, fays CrITo, 8 
ſee, he is there before us. As ſoon as the 
uſual Salutations were over, how did your 


laſt Night's Journey, Gentlemen, ſays 


THEOPHILUS, agree with you? As for my 
Part, ſays Carre, I have taken the Journey 
ſo often, that I do not find myſelf in the 
leaſt fatigued with it: And Phrlander tells 
me he is ready to reſume it, if his Friend 


Theophilus will but attend him. 


Why truly, Says TrxzoPniLus, could 
ſach Journeys be taken in Fact with as 
much Eaſe as we take them in Thought, 
the Diſtance of Heaven need not ſo much 
diſturb us. Was it ever ſo far, we might 


be there in the Twinkling of an Eye. 


I am fo well convinced, fays PuILAxpER, 
that 


7 * 


N 


7 Ak Thinking i is not Motion, that T begis 


to queſtion whether Motion quick as thought 


is poſſible; but yet I think it may be very 
ſwift, and that of Light in particular is ſo, 


to ſuch an amazing Degree, if we may 
credit the Mathematicians, that if Crito 
will but allow we may move as quick as 
Light does, I ſhall not d ſpair of reaching 


the Gates of Heaven, though ever ſo far re- 


mov'd from mortal Ken. 1 
I ſhall not, ſays CRI To, enter the Liſts 

on that Head. The quick Motion of Light 

is undoubtedly very ſurprizing, and that of 


Angels for ought I know may be as quick. 


I thank you Cito, ſays PHILANDER, you 
tines hereby put me in mind of a good Af- 
ſiſtant. Juſt ſo does Milton deſcribe the 
Angel Uriel as deſcending from the Sun on 
a Sun-beam. 


Not fo fait, good Philander, cry'd CRI To, 


will any Philoſopher truſt to poetick Au- 


thority ? The Paradiſe Loft as a Poem per- 
phaps is matchleſs, and contains in it man 
juſt and noble Sentiments, and this may 


poſſibly be one of that Kind, though Mz/- 


ton's ſaying it is not quite a Proof of 1 it. 
I did not bring it, ſays PHILANDER, as a 
Confirmation, though I cannot but own I 
was pleas'd with ſo good an Authority. 
You ſeem to me, fays ThEorullus, to 


be 
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be wandering wide of the Mark. What 
has the Motion of Light to do with the 
Way to Heaven? As a Means, ſays Phi- 
LANDER, to explain how we may get at it, 
or to ſerve as a Vehicle to convey us to it. 

I am afraid, ſays TuxophlLus, the Ve- 
hicle will not ſupport you, — the Sun it- 


ſelf, though the Fountain of Light, be ſuf- 


ficient to light you. 

A very diſcouraging Attendant, truly, re- 
plies PriLavxpes, you help us on in our 
Journey very fincly. | 

Why, do you know, ſays THEOPHILUS, 
where you are going Philander ? Not per- 
fe Aly indeed, returns PHILANDER. h 

No, that's the 'Thing we want to know, 


fays CRITO. We were eagerly ſetting out 


we knew not whither, and very ſollicitous 
to find Wings to fiy with, though we knew 
not which way to fly when we had them. 
Philander's Hart is ſo much ſet on foaring, 
that our laſt ſucceſsleſs Journey has not cur- 

ed; him though I muſt own I have no Hope 


for my Part, that a ſecond Mounting, could 


we even mount on a Sun-beam, would 
give us more Light than the firſt. It muſt 
be other Light, as Theophilus has juſt ob- 
fery'd, than Bhs Light of the Sun, that muſt 
light us in Sear ches of this Sort. 

| 1 was pretty fare, ſays PHILANDER, we 


ſhould 
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thould need Jhecpbiliis, which made me fo 
unwilling to ſet out without him. 

Do you think then, ſays TaeopniLvUs, 

that I can guide you? I know no more of 
the Seats of Bliſs Han you do, fave whit I 
have learnt from the Light of a certain 
Book, with which you are neither of yaw 
unacquainted. 
Will that, ſays CrITo, give us Light 25 
this Caſe? If fo, I ſhall prize the Bible 
more than ever. I have conſulted Philoſo- 
phy in vain in this Point. It has ſhewn 
me many indeed and various Manſions ; 
but either none that ſeem deſign'd for an 
Uſe of this kind, or however none that ever 
J could fix on, or could ever find out a 
Method of getting into. 

It is very true, ſays TyuzoPniLos, thoſe 
Manſions are fo remote, that if they were 
not inhabited, as they - moſt probably a 
already, it muſt be very difficult, if not ft. 
impoſſible, for ſuch Creatures as we are, 
Without a Miracle, ever to reach them. 

Hold, hold, 7. beophilus, exclaims P- 
LANDER, you are diſappointing all my Ex- 
pectations. I promis'd myſelf a long and 
pleaſant Journey, and that having you for a 
Guide, we thonld have view'd thoſe. bri ght 
Seats Sy the Way. 1 thought to ee 

mounted 


( 12 ] 
mounted far beyond the Sun, and to have 
left the ſtarry Heavens far below me. 

And ſo you may, ſays TrroPniLus, 
when you pleaſe; but it muſt be, I believe, 
in Mind, and not in Body. 

I know very well, ſays PHILANDER, that | 
we can do it no otherwiſe now, but when | 
hereafter we ſhall be like Angels, we may 
certainly viſit then thoſe ſhining Manſions; 
the Spirits of Heaven can doubtleſs —_— 
this with Eaſe. Y 

If the Spirits of Heaven can move in- 
deed as Light does, there may be Reaſon, 
fays TrEoPHILUs, for ſuch Expectations ; 
but the Book I ſpoke of ſeems to teach the 
Contrary. It ſpeaks of Space that Spirits 
cannot paſs, though the Rays of Light can 
paſs it very eaſily. 

You refer, I ſuppoſe, ſays PHILANDER, 
to the Gz/f in the noted Parable of the im- 
purpled Rich Man, and poor Lazarus. 

I mean indeed, ſays TyroPHILUs, the 
very fame. You have there a Chaſm made 

mention of, which may be ſeen through, 
but which at the ſame time there is no paſt- 
ing over from either one Side or the other. 

b. ty And this is the Reaſon why I did not join 
, Exe with you in defending the common Opini- 
k, on with regard to the Motion of Angels, 
who 1 ſuppoſe have their proper Sphere, as 
well 
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well as Men have, and beyond which 


Sphere I preſume they cannot move unleſs; 
in Mind or Thought any more than we can. 
Unleſs in Mind or Thought, repeats 


PHILANDER, Why do you imagine that 


Angels have Bodies then as we have? 
No, not as we have now, replies THEO- 


PHILUS, but I imagine much ſuch as We 


ſhall have, when we ſhall be /ike them. 
However, be this as it will, as it is certain 
that we ſhall have Bodies, theſe Bodies, 
however Spiritual, cannot move, without 
ſome proper medium for that Purpoſe, with- 
out which either Legs or Wings muſt be 
vain and uſeleſs. 
Let me think, ſays PHILAN DER: What, 

could not I fly if I had Wings? 

Les, no doubt, ſays THEO HILL us, if you 
had Air to fly in, and that Air of a proper 
Conſiſtence. You might be able then to 


riſe to a certain Pitch, but copld. not riſe 


the Beat of a Wing beyond it. 


Why, what ſhould hinder me? enquires 
PHILANDER. 


The State aC the Air itſelf, returns uno 


PHILUS, Which would ſoon be too thin to 
ſupport you: Or you might otherwite ſwim 
in Air as well as Water, or walk on either 
as you can on Land. | 


8 reaſons, fays Carro, very juſt- 
| ly 


1 


[! 1 
ly, and I was going to grant you a great 
deal too much. You would be very ſoon 
like a Bird in an Air Pump, whoſe Wings, 
when the Air is a little exhauſted grow 
uſeleſs. And was it even poſlible for. you 
to aſcend up higher than what the Nature 
of the Air would carry you, unleſs you.could 
change the Nature as well as Place; you 
would be panting tor Breath like a Fiſh. 


that is out of its Element. Such Fools 


were we to think of taking Flights through 
Regions ſo unable to ſupport us! 7 

Fools indeed, ſays PAN DER, ſure 
enough at this Rate] And yet I cannot 


deny but that what has been ſaid has ſome 


Weight in it. But prithee, Theophilus, 
Luke we live always here then? | Maſt we 
always be doom'd to walk this earthly Sar- 
face? Tong, > methinks, to mount and range 
= Skies. 
Tou want perhaps, fie anden ge, 
to be a God, and viſit in a Trice the whole 
Creation, ſo that in à very ſhort Time there 


Would be nothing new to you, unleſs you 


ada freſh Creations daily to entertain you. 
I cannot deny indeed, replies, 'PHiLAN< 

Wb; but that ſuch Wiſhes as theſe ſeem 

rather too ambitious; but yet our Writers 


frequently promiſe this to us, though I do 


not — they any where bring any 
＋ Proof 
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Proof for it, fave what is taken from the 
/ Caſe of Angels, to whom it is promis d ng 
we ſhall be fimilar: | 

Nor have I any Doubt, ay Tasorhr⸗ 
LUS, but that this Promiſe ſhall be fully 
made pood to us. And when that Time 
comes, we then may aſcend the Skies, and 
you enjoy the utmoſt of your Wiſhes, or at 
leaſt as much of them as is proper for you. 
But that Death ſhould immediately make 
ſuch a mighty Change in us, as to enable 
in an Inſtant a poor feeble Creature to range 
the Heavens with an unbounded Freedom, 
beyond perhaps what any Angel can do; 
though this Philander is what ſome have 
promis'd, and J, like you, have formerly 
expected, I cannot ſay that I expect it now. 

It is expecting more I m chan God has 
romis'd us. 

' You ſuppoſe kowewvr, FO PmLANDeR, 
that Angels can aſcend or deſcend. | 
Il do not meerly, ſays THrroPHir vs, ſup- 

poſe in this Caſe; the Book I am guided 
by aſſures me of it; and their Office as 
miniſtring Spirits on Earth requires it. But 
then I ſuppoſe their Diſtance is not ſo very 
far from us, as you Fh lande were going 
to make it. 
We have indeed been hindrin g Theophilus 
all this Time, fays CRITO. He was going 
to 


Tal 
to ſhew us from Scripture the Seat of Hap- 
N and we have only given him need- 
eſs Interruption. 

It may be needleſs, fays PHILAN DER, to 
a Mind like yours; but mine requir d ſome 


previous Prepar ation, in order tò render it 
fit to receive his Inſtructions. But as it is 


now I perceive near Time for going to 
Breakfaſt, what think you, Gentlemen, ofa 
Journey that Way ? | 


As your Propoſal, ſays Cr1To, is ſo very 


Cable I believe we ſhall think to com- 
P'y with it. 


DIALOGUE II. 


T OW Philander, ſays CRixro, let us 
hear Theophilus, and Jet us hear him 


without Interruption. 


By no means, ſays Turorulus; do 
not think I come hither to preach to you, 


and to continue preaching without inter- 


miſſion ; it is what I am neither diſpos'd 
nor yet prepar'd for. Interrupt me when- 


ever you pleaſe, if you needs will call it ſo; 
it will not only allow me ſome Time to re- 


cover Breath in, but as one Thought na- 


turally begets another, it may be a means 
of our mutual Advantage. Tdeas imparted 
return far the moſt Part with Intereſt. 


| It 
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It is very true, fays PutrLAnDER, and 
therefore as Thoughts may ariſe, we had 
better impart them, than ſtay oy En 
we forget them. 
Do ſo then, ſays Ture rares juſt when 
you pleaſe. We were endeavouring, you 
know, to ſettle the Seat of Happineſs; but 
this in my Opinion wants explaining. 
There is, if I think right, a threefold Seat 
of Happineſs ; ; the Seat of Angels, that of 
ſeparate Souls, and the Seat of Happineſs 
after the Reſurrection. Which of theſe. 
ſhall we firſt go in queſt of? a 

I thought, fays PxiLANDER, they had 
been all the ſame. 

Nor did I for my Part, ſays CR1To, think 


otherwiſe. Let us however, if you pleaſe, 
in the firſt Place, go in queſt of the Ange- 


tical Heaven, as it is there I preſume, that 
the chief Seat of Bliſs is at preſent. 


If this then, fays TyuroPniLus, be the 
preſent Query, the Angelical Heaven muſt : 


no donbt be ſomewhere above us, as both 
Philander has hinted, and Cr7o as readily | 
granted, and as is imported indeed in the 


very Phraſe of aſcending up into it, or of 


deſcending or coming down from it. = 
common Opinion, as before obſerv'd, 

that this Heaven is ſomewhere or der 
above the Stars: And this at firſt ſeems 


E natural- 
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natural enough; as the Stars to'appearance 


ſeem but a few Miles off, and to be nothing 
more than ſo many Specks of Light, made 
rather for Ornament, than for much Utili- 
ty. Here therefore the Minds of the Vul- 
gar reſt contented, nor does a Journey be- 
yond the Stars at all amaze them. They 
are fully convinced by their Eyes that Birds 
can fly, and ſhould you ſay to the Moon, 
they can fee no Abſurdity in it. But here 
Philoſophy ſteps in, and puzzles us, and not 
only ſhews it a tedious, but quite an impoſ- 
fible Journey to any Inhabitant of this our 
Earth. It repreſents the Heavens as ſo 
amazingly extenſive, the heavenly Bodies 
fo diſtant not only from us but each other, 
and with ſuch large and ſpacious Gulfs or 


Chaſms between them, that to think of a 
Journey beyond the Stars is quite aſtonifh- 


ing. The more we philofophize the more 
we are puzzled, and as Crito obferv'd, but 


fo much the more confounded. 


An ingenious Writer on the Happineſs 
of ſeparate Spirits [Dr. Watts, Page 231.] 
ſpends three or four Pages on this very 


Queſtion, and concludes at laſt, that They 
« may be (for ought we know) in or 
ce among ſom: of the Planets, or amongſt. 


«the Stars; though the Diſtance of the 
* Stars, ſays be, is ſo prodigious and amaz- 
| ws ing, 


8 


— 
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« ing; according to the exacteſt Calculati- 
e ons of the new Philoſophy, that if the 
e Motion of a Spirit or a glorified Body 
were no ſwifter than that of a-Cannon-. 
e Bullet, they would not get ſo far as the 
«Stars in a thouſand Ages; nor would a 
te Journey to ſome of the Planets coſt leſs. 

e than the Labour of Months and Years. 
{© Theſe Things, as he adds, are ſo puzzling 
to our Reaſon, ſo confound our Imagina- 
ce tion, and ſo far tranſcend the Reach of 
* our preſent Faculties to enquire and de- 
cc termine, that it is ſufficient for us to 
know and believe, that the Spirits of the 
© Tuſt made perfect have an Exiſtence under 

© the bliſsful Influences of the Grace and Glory 
« of God. And though we freely ſpeak of 
© them, and the Scripture leads us to con- 
*© ceive of them, as dwelling in a World of 
Light, and in ſome ſpecial Place of Mag- 
© nificence and Apartments of Glory, or as 
moving from one Place to another; yet per- 
x: * haps it is to be underſtood chiefly in Con- 
te deſcention to the Weakneſs of our Capa- 


40 cities, or in Relation to Vehicles to which 


they may be united. But our Ignorance 
© jn theſe Matters ſhall be no Hinravice to 
* our Arrival at Heaven, if we tread the 


MN Paths of Faith and Holineſs, though we 


©S 2 * know 


e 
© know not in what Part of the Creation it 
et hes.” 


his indeed, les bons Tendeney to con- 
ſole our Ignorance, but helps but very little 
to remove it; it but leads us a Chace over 


Millions ard Millions of Miles, and after a 
tedious Flight amidſt numberleſs Suns and 
Worlds, it leaves us at laſt as much in the 
Dark as ever. According to the vulgar 


Hypothefis, Heaven is not a great Way off, 
and though ſuppos'd beyond the Stars, not 
very diſtant. But Philoſophy ſets the Stars 


at ſuch a Diſtance, as is amazing but even 


to think on; and yet no Man of Senſe will 


therefore deſpiſe Philoſophy, which has not 
only preſented us with a grand and noble, 
but as there is Reaſon to think, in the main, 


a juſt Syſtem of Nature. Ten eland | 
Suns with their revolving Worlds declare at 


once the Glory of their Maker, and fill the 
Soul with the profoundeſt Reverence at the 
inexpreſſible Majeſty of his boundleſs King- 


dom, who made, preſerves, and over-rules 


them all. In this Philoſophy deſerves Ap- 


plauſe, and greatly helps to heighten our 


Devotion; though ſtil where Heaven is it 
cannot tell us, nor is to be expected indeed 


that it ſhould; it belongs to Theology, and 


not Philoſophy, to oe a Solution to Que- 
ries of this Kind. | 


Some 
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Some may poſſibly look upon this as a 
needleſs Query, but it is nevertheleſs a very 


juſt and natural one; nor can it ſound 


other than odly in the Ears of Infidels, to 
talk of Seats of Happineſs none knows 
where, in the World of the Moon, or No- 


body knows how far beyond the Spheres 


of the remeteſt Stars. If we examine the 
Scriptures, it calls by the Name of Heaven all 
the Air at any Diſtance above the Earth, as 
well that below the Clouds as that above 
them; all in ſhort that Philoſophers com- 
monly call the Atmoſphere. Thus the 
Clouds are ſtiled the Waters above the Fir- 
mament, and the Fowl are ſaid to fly in the 
open Firmament, which Firmament, as Moſes 
tells us, God call'd Heaven. And from 
hence do we frequently hear of the Fowl of 
Heaven, the Clouds of Heaven, and Towns 
walled up to Heaven. The Sun alſo, the 
Moon, and the Stars, are repreſented. as 
placed in this celeſtial Firmament, on ac- 
count of their appearing to vs there, and 


| ſeeming but a little Way above the Clouds, 


which appear to the Eye to be near as high 


as they are. What need we then to take 


ſuch lofty Flights in ſearch of that, which 
may be found much nearer ? Or ſearch for 
that in other and diſtant Worlds, which is 
repreſented as ſurrounding our own ? Other 

| C 3 Planets 
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Planets as well as this which we inhabit 
have probably Atmoſpheres peculiar to 
them ; but as it is in the Air or Atmoſphere 
which ſurrounds this Earth, that the Scrip- 
ture ſeems to me to place our Heaven, J have 
no Inclination I own, for ſearching farther, 
unleſs I had ſome good Hopes of faring 
better. 5 
When St. Stephen the Martyr ſaw the 
Heavens open d, and the Son of Man at the 
Right-Hand of God, is it not much more 
likely that he ſaw this in the Atmoſphere, 
than in Regions fo remote, that a human 
Body could never be ſeen in them? Or 
when St. Peter ſaw the Sheet let down 
from Heaven, did it ſeem, can we think, to 
come down from beyond the Stars? But 
though theſe Conſiderations make it ſome- 
thing probable, that Heaven is not fo very 
far diſtant as ſome have imagin'd, there is yet 
one Conſideration which makes it more pro- 
bable ſtill; and that is the conſidering it 
as the Seat of Angels, and from which they 
have frequent Intercourſe with this our 
Earth. They are miniſtring Spirits, as the 
Scripture expreſsly tells us, ſent forth to mi- 
niſter for them bo ſhall be Heirs of Salvati- 
en: And they are accordingly repreſented 
by our Saviour as carrying the Soul of La- 
garus into Paradiſe, Jacob ſaw OTE 
LE is 
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his Viſion as employ'd in their Aſcent and 
Deſcent, and the. Scripture, in ſhort, ſpeaks 
ſo much of their Intercourſe here, as muſt 
naturally lead us to think, that they do not 
live far from our Neighbourhood. For can 
it be reaſonably thought that the all-wiſe 
Creator ſhould make Beings deſign'd to be 
employ'd on Earth, and yet aſſign them 
their Habitation at an almoſt infinite Diſ- 
tance from it? Could indeed the romantick 
Opinion with regard to the Motion of An- 
gels, could this be prov'd as eaſily as faid, 
the Diſtance of Place muſt then be incon- 
ſiderable; but the Misfortune of it is, that 
it has not only no Proof for it, but that all 
the Proof we have is full againſt it. 

If we could depend on the Prayer ſet 
down in the Ninth of Daniel, as containin 
the whole that was utter'd on that Occaſion, 
as the Words it is uſher'd in with ſeem to 
intimate, it would give us the Time taken 
up by an Angel in coming from Heaven, 
and that, as the Text expreſsly declares, 
with as much Expedition as poſſible. The 
Prayer as there ſet down fills up about ſix- 
teen Verſes, but may with great Delibera- 
tion be pronounced in about three Minutes, 
at the End of which is the following Ac- 
count. And white I was ſpeaking, lays he, 
and praying, and confeſſing my Sin, and the 
C4 Sin 
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Holy Mountain of my God; yea, while I was 
{peaking in prayer, even the Man Gabriel, 
whom I had ſeen in the Viſion at the Begin- 


ning, being cauſed to fly ſwiftly, touch'd me 


about the Time of the Evening Oblation. And 
he inform'd me, and talked with me, and ſaid, 
O Daniel, 1 am now come forth to give thee 
Skull and Underſtanding. At the Beginning 
of thy Supplications the Commandment came 


forth, and 1am come to ſhew thee. If there- 
fore what is there written, as I ſaid but juſt 


now, was the whole of the Prayer, we have 
here a Journey from Heaven perform'd in 
rather leſs than three Minutes, which ſup- 
poling Heaven at the Top of our Atmoſ- 
phere, and which is commonly reckon'd 
about fifty-ſix Miles from us, is flying at 
the rate of above a thouſand Miles an Hour, 


which is Swiftneſs enough, one would 
think, for any Occaſion they ever can have 


forit, tho' not enough, were Heaven where 


ſome would place it, to be able to reach it 


in a Courſe of Years. 4 


In ſhort, as wherever God is pleas'd to 


reveal his Glory, or to fix what is uſually 
ſtiled the divine Shechinab, it is generally 


thought and believed, that there is Heaven ; 


afore- 


it muſt appear, I think, probable from the 


"7 2 118 4 3 
ws: 


. 5 
din of my People Iſrael, and preſenting ny 
Supplication before the Lord my God for the 
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aforeſaid Reaſons, that there is ſome ſuch 
Standard of Glory ſomewhere placed on the 
Top of our Atmoſphere, or at ſome con- 
venient Diſtance above the Earth, which it 
is not needful for us to determine; and that 
on the Right-Hand of this our Saviour ſits 
inthron'd, and iſſues forth his Orders among 
the An gels, having all Power both in Heaven 
and Earth committed to him. And in this 
Reſpect was the moſt holy Place, or the 
Part within the Veil in the Jexw!ſh Taber- 
_ nacle, a proper Figure, as St. Paul obſerves; 
of Heaven itſelf; as it had in it, though hid 
and cover'd behind a Veil, ſome Reſem- 
blance at leaſt of this divine Shechinah, in 
the lucid Cloud that dwelt between the 
Cherubims, and to which the Eſalmiſt plain- 
ly alludes in theſe Words of the eightieth 
Pſalm, Thou that dwelleſt between the Ce 
bi ms, ſhine forth. | 
If it ſhould be objected to this, that the 

Air is the Habitation of Devils, not of An. 
gels; it is very readily own'd, that the lower 
Regions are ſo, the lower Atmoſphere of 
Storms and Tempeſt ;. but not thoſe: purer 
Realms at further Diſtance, and to which 
thoſe fallen Spirits probably cannot riſe. 
As for the preſent Inviſibility of Scenes of 
this Kind, they that ſuppoſe the Air around 
us full of Spirits, are as much obliged to 

account 
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account for this as I am: As are alſo all 


that believe in the Doctrine of miniſtring 


Angels. | It is not indeed the meer Preſence 
of Objects that renders them viſible, unleſs 


the Organs of Viſion are rightly diſpos'd to 


diſcern them; or God is pleas'd, as ex- 
preſs'd in the Scripture, to oper our Eyes, 
but which for ſeveral wiſe Reaſons is at pre- 
ſent but ſeldom the Caſe. When St. Ste- 
pben, as before obſerv'd, faw the Heavens 
open d, it does not appear they were ſeen ſo 


by any one elſe: Nor were the Horſes and. 


Chariots of Fire ſurrounding El. fla, though 
ſeen by che Prophet, diſcern'd in the leaſt 
by his Servar?, till his Maſter had pray'd 
God would open his Eyes for that Purpoſe. 
If there are any however to whom it gives 


any Uneaſineſs to think of their having the 


angelical Heaven fo near them, let them fix 
it wherever they pleaſe : I am no way averſe 
to a moderate or credible Diſtance, or ſuch 


as Creatures may paſs in a moderate Portion x 


of Tune. 

I muſt own, ſays CRiro, the Journey, as 
you have ſhorten'd it, fits ſo ealy on my 
Mind, that I'have no Mind to find Fault 
with it. I am allo pleas'd with the Com- 


pany you have brought ſo near us, and to 


find the Atmoſphere ſo well inhabited: 
The 


[27] 
The higher Part of it, in my Opinion, is 


but a proper Check upon the lower. 


It is indeed, fays PH1LANDER, when one 
comes to think of it, but a kind of diſmal 


Reflection to think evil Angels ſo near us, 


and the good on the other Hand at ſo great 
a Diſtance. I am as well as Cyito ſo pleas'd 


with their Neighbourhood, that the very 


Thought of it tempts me to become your 
Proſelyte. 


I was a little afraid at our firſt ſetting 
out, ſays CRI o, we ſhould have travell'd 


a great Way to Day to little Purpoſe. I 
had no great Hopes of finding Heaven by 


Sun-ſet ; but by the Help of Theophilus we 
have found it a great deal ſooner. The 
Journey i is notſo long indeed as I ſuppos'd 
it, but as it is however long enough to re- 
quire ſome Reſt, I ſhall propoſe to defer the 
Solution of other Queries till we have an 


Opportunity of meeting again in the Af- 
ternoon. 


I have no Objection to that, replies Pur 


LAN DER; for though I am very far from 
being tir d with hearing, yet as it is very 


poſſible that Theophilus may be ſo with 
Speaking, a little Relaxation may be very 
proper for him. : 


| I am glad to find, fays TryroeniLUs, 
that you are come at laſt to have ſome Con- 
ſideration. 


28 
fideration, You have ſtuck ſo cloſe to Critos 
firſt Propoſal, that you would have ſuffer'd 
me to have gone on I know not how much 
longer, if J had not thought proper to ſtop 
of myſelf. 

Feed, ſays CriTo, I ſhould hardly 
have ſtopt you, till you had got to the End 


of your Journey, had it been 1 by 
much than it has been. 


DIALOG U EB IV; 


HEY had no ſooner retaken their 
Seats in the Afternoon, than PI- 
LANDER began with obſerving, that as The- 
e had introduced them in the Morn- 
ing into ſo good a Neighbourhood, he 
ſhould be glad for his Part to be better ac- 
quainted with it. Crito, perhaps, ſays he, 
may be ſomething impatient to know the 
where of the other Seats of Happineſs ; but 
as he has ſome Days to ſpend with us ſtill 
before he leaves us, there will be Time 
enough, I hope, to ſettle theſe Things, and 
to ſettle them without ſo much hurrying. | 
I want, methinks, to know more of theſe 
Angels, than I find I have known of them 
hitherto. 
Nor ſhall my Impatience, ſays Cairo, 
be any Hindrance ; 1 think we cannot ſpend. 


Our 
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our Time much better, and am therefore 
as willing as you are to drop, at preſent, all 
other Enquiries. . 

Let me then, ſays Pui.anDeR, premiſe 
in the firſt Place, that I have no Objection 
at all to what Theophilus ſaid in the Morn- 
ing. The more I think of it the more I 
like it : Nor does it appear on Review, to 


be other than highly probable. I had, in- 


deed, always conceiv'd of Angels as further 
diſtant, and as inhabiting Regions very re- 
mote from ours, where they had lived for 
Ages ere our World was made, and before 
ſo much as the Name of Man was ever 
heard of. I had all along trod in the old 
beaten Track, that they were the original 
Inhabitants of ſome unknown Heaven; that 
one Part of them kept, and another Part 
of them loſt their Integrity, and for ſome 
Rebellion or other, were thruſt down into 
other Regions; that Man was created to 
fill up their vacant Seats ; that the evil An- 


gels for this Reaſon hated him, and accord- 


ingly ſet themſelves to procure his Down- 


fal, in which they met but with too much 


Succeſs ; ; that the good Part of them till 
enjoy their antient Manſion, but are never- 
theleſs employ'd as miniſtring Spirits here, 


which notwithſtanding its Diſtance from 


their natural Heaven, it has been generally 
thought 


{ 
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thought is to them but an eaſy. Journey. 
But when I conſider them, on the other 
Hand, as the Inhabitants of this Earth's 
Atmoſphere, it ſeems in my Apprehenſi- 
on to ſuppole them created when wwe were, 
or to have had at fartheſt but a few Days 


ſtart of us; as I can hardly ſuppoſe them 


created, if made at firſt to inhabit our At- 
moſphere, before the Atmoſ phere was made 
ready for them. 

If you go on, ſays TEO HLLus, to make 
ſuch Advances, you ſeem to me in a very 
fair Way to become acquainted with your 


new Neighbourhood preſently. 


He wanted nothing elſe I ſee, fays CRI- 
To, but only to have his Reaſon put in Ex- 


erciſe: But however let him take care he 


does not give too much Head to it, leſt it 
lead him to call in queſtion common No- 


tions before he is able to eſtabliſh better. 


A moſt excellent Hint, ſays PHILANDER ; 
I know your Meaning; but muſt confeſs 
myſelf ſomething inclin' d to that Diſorder. 

It is a Diſorder, adds THEOPHHITLus, that 
but few Men die of, but to which thats of 
inquiſitive Minds are very liable. 

You may continue your Banter as long as 
you pleaſe, ſays PhILAN DER, but the com- 
mon Syſtem of Angels I find will no longer 
go down with me: I am fo pleas d with 

their 


. 
their Neighbourhood now; that I cannot 
part with them. bs 
1 They are indeed, ſays THROHLus, ſuch 
a pleaſing Neighbourhood, that I ſhould be 
* very unwilling for my Part, I own, to part 
FF with them, and am glad to find you give 
| them ſo good a Welcome. N 
| I can hardly forbear, ſays PHIL AN DER, 
from claiming Nin with them. They ſeem 
to me but a Kind of elder Brothers, a Sort 
of Air-men a little above us. I ſee methinks 
now what the Scripture means by ſaying, 
that Man was made but a little lower than 
_ rhe Angels, in a very different Light than 
what 1 was us'd to fee it in. 
Why doubt we then, ſays THROPHLLus, 
as a modern Poet has lately expreſs'd it, 
[Young's Night Thoughts. Night the 4th.] 
Why doubt we, then, the glorious Truth to ſing, 
Tho' yet unſung, as deem'd perhaps too bold? 
Angels are Men of a Superior Kind; 
Angels are Men in lighter Habit clad, 
High o'er celeſtial Mountains wing'd in Flight; 
And Men are Angels, loaded for an Hour, 


Who wade this miry Vale, and climb with Pain 
And flipp'ry Step, the Bottom of the Steep. 


There are I own, fays PuiLanDER, ſome 
very fine Thoughts in that Poem, nor is this 
in my Judgment one of the leaſt of them. 
But Crito, I think, lays no Streſs on poeticł 
Authority. | 5 75 8553 

Ves 
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Ves always, ſays CRTo, when it agrees 
with Reaſon : In that 9 Crito likes it as 
well as any. 

I did not quote it, * Türdbhtrus, 
with a Deſign that you ſhould either of you 
truſt to it, or aſſent to the Truth of it on 
this ſole Authority but becauſe it not only 
ſerv'd to expreſs Philander's Sentiments, but 
ſeems to me agreeable to Scripture. 

How ſtrangely Light, fays PHILANDER, 
breaks in, when one once gives way to it ! 
I can eaſily now recollect at leaſt ſeveral 
Paſſages, which not only repreſent them as 
Men in Appearance, but even call them by 
that very Name. 

That may be only, 7 CRITO, belauſe 
they at that Time appear'd ſuch. _ 

It ay be fo indeed, replies PHILANDER, 
but I 84 at preſent too much in Love with 


this Idea, to be prevail'd on to part with it 
fora imple may be. It has been generally 


given as a Rule for interpreting Scripture, 
that we ſhould not depart from the Letter 
without Neceſlity : And if it is ſo much 
Pity, as you obſerv'd but laſt Night, that 


we have not clearer Ideas of theſe Things 


than we commonly have, it muſt ſurely be 


Folly to part with a ſcriptural Idea, for the 


Sake of a Worſe, or perhaps none at all in 
Return for _—— Ai. 


I am 
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I am anſwer' d, ſays CRI To, enjoy your 
Idea and welcome: It would I confeſs be 
a fooliſh Proceeding, to reject an Idea, that 


ſeems at leaſt favour'd in Scripture, without 


a better to put in the Room of it. I am 


perhaps more a Friend to the Scheme than 


ou imagine; but as the common Scheme 


of their Fall is hereby ſet aſide, what Ac- 


count on this Scheme ſhall we give of that ? 
As the common Scheme, ſays PH!LAN- 
DER, ſeems entirely built on Conjfecture, why 


may not another conjectural Scheme do 
juſt as well? And as we may ſuppoſe them 


to fall upon one Scheme as well as another, 
it is but ſuppoſing that to have happen'd 
later, which is ſuppos'd in the other to have 


happen'd ſooner; and then, ſetting aſide the. 


conjectural Motive for Man's Creation, and 
the as much conjectural Motive for their 
ſeducing him, there is no more Difficulty 
in accounting for their Fall on this Scheme, 
than there is on that which ſuppoſes their 


Pre-exiſtence, and for which there is not in 


my Mind the leaſt ſolid Proof. 

I rather think, ſays TügOrHILus, there 
is Proof againſt it, and that we may account 
for their Fall on the preſent Scheme better 


than any, if we will but attend to the Light. 


of the ſacred Writings. 
Will the facred Writings, ſays CRI ro, 


D guide 
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guide us here too? What a Pity it is they 
are not more regarded! I am more a 
Stranger I find to their Contents than what 
I imagin'd. 

They are indeed, replies THEOPHILDUS, 
ſuch a Store-houſe of uſeful Knowledge, 
that it is perhaps impoſſible to over-value 
them. 

I am ſorry methinks, fays PLA ND ER. 
to interrupt you; but give me leave to aſk 
you while 1 ark of it, how you, who 
profeſs to admire the Scriptures ſo much, 
can yet diſregard them ſo much as you do 
in ſome Points of Ph:loſophy ? 

The anſwer to this, ſays THEOPHILUS, is 
very eaſy. As it is not the Intent of the 
Scripture to teach us Philgſophy, they are for 
the moſt Part adapted in that to the cn. 
mon Opinion, and had they philoſophiz d 
otherwiſe, had been rejected perhaps for 
that Reaſon: But with regard to Theology 
the Caſe is different; to inſtruct us in this 
is their profeſs'd Defgn, and in this there- 
fore we ought to adhere, and adhere to 
them cloſely. It was the antient Opinion 
the World had no more than three Parts, 
and that Europe, Aſia, and Africa, made 
the whole of it, nor were even theſe then 
known in their full Dimenſions ; ; yet the 
Scriptures ſpeaks according to this Opinion, 

as 
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as it is but reaſonable to conceive it ſhould; 
do, and though careful enough to re- 
veal a future World to us, leaves us to 

| find out his as we can by our own Dil- 
coveries. You believe I dare ſay, that there 
is ſuch a Place as America, but may as ſoon 
find a World in the Moon, as that new 

found out World in-the Scriptures, and in 
the Opinion of ſome indeed a great deal 
ſooner; as a Plurality of Worlds is what 
ſome think may be found in them, though 
no Account of that large Part of 7hzs. 

I like your Anſwer fo well, replies Pi- 
LANDER, that I am not ſorry now that I 
interrupted you. It is I ſee the chief End 4 
of the Scriptures to teach us Divinity, and 

to make us good Chriſtians rather than good 
Phrloſophers, which they leave to our own 

| Speculations.——But you were going to 
give an Account of the Fall of the Angels. 

| Or rather to ſhew you, ſays THroPHI- 

Lus, the Account the Scriptures gives of it, 
which is all that it is poſſible for as to know q 
of it. As the common Scheme, as you 
have juſt obſerv'd, has no good Proof from 
Scripture to ſupport it, we are therefore 
under no Obligation to receive it as Part of 

3 our Creed. For as to Satan's falling from 

Heaven in the Time of our Saviour like 

Lightning, or the War between Michael 
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and Him in the Book of the Apocalypſe, as 
whatever be the Meaning of theſe, they can 
by no means relate to thei firſt and origi- 
nal Fall, but rather to ſome further Dimi- 
nution of their Power ſome Ages after it, 
they are therefore no Proof in the leaſt of 
common Account of their Warring in Hea- 
ven before our World was form'd ; which 
is not only an Account no way favour'd in 
Scripture, but inconſiſtent with ſeveral Parts 
of it. For if they were caſt down, as St. 
Peter ſays, into the lower Air, [See Whitby 
on 2 Pet. ii. 4.] it could not be till this 
World was created. And had they ſinn'd 
before in any other State, why ſhould the 
Air near this Earth be their Priſon ? Why 
was the Enemy let into Paradiſe, if bis 
Actions had declar'd him before-hand to be 
ſuch? And which is an Argument I own 
of no ſmall Weight with me, why ſhould 
they be reſerv'd to the fame Time of Judg- 
ment with 75, if they fall, as ſome ſuppoſe, 
ſo long before us? Does this look as if An- 
gels belong d to a prior Creation? Or does 
it not rather imply that they belong to ours? 
Moſes does not mention them indeed ex- 
preſsly ; but he mentions the Heavens, and 
the Earth, and all the Hoſt of them, under 
which Angels may be fairly included: And 
n he * 122 the Day of their 


Creation, 
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Creation, we may yet conclude it was one 
of the fix, and as ſome conceive the Morn- 
ing of the Firſt, from their being ſtiled in 


the Book of Job the Morning Stars. But 


be this as it will, it muſt be moſt agreeable 
both to Reaſon and Scripture, to think that 
the Inhabitants of the Heavens were not 
created till the Heavens themſelves were: 
And conſequently not till that Beginning 
of Things which Moſes ſpeaks of, and which 
he cloſes with the following Account, that 


God jaw every Thing that he had made, and 


behold, it was very good. 

There were ſome of the Angels how- 
ever, as St. Jude expreſſes it, that kept not 
their firſt Eſtate any more than Man did. 
St. John ſpeaking of their Chief expreſsly 
tells us, that he /inned from the Beginning. 
Nor will it be difficult, I imagine to find 
what this Sin was, if we will but attend to 
the Words of our Saviour, as the ſame St. 


John has tranſmitted them to us. John viii. 


44.] He was a Murderer, fays our Lord, 


from the Beginning, and abode not in the © 


Truth, becauſe there is no Truth in him. When 
he ſpeaketh a Lie, he ſpeaketh of his own : For 
he 1s a Liar, and the Father of it. Theſe 
Words ſeem to glance fo plainly at Man's 
Seduction, that one can ſcarce -help con- 
cluding, but that our Lord intended hereby 
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which firſt degraded him, and from an An- 
gel of Light turn'd him into an Angel of 
Darkneſs: An Offence indeed of a moſt 
heinous Nature, and ſuch as aim'd at de- 
ſtroying the whole World of Men. 

He was a Murderer from the Beginning, 
aba Mans ſlayer, as the original Word ſignifies, 


. and that as it may be ſaid, from his ver 


Beginning, for he abode not in the Truth, he 


retitn'd his Integrity but a little While, Se- 
cauſe there is no Tub, no true Love or Af- 
fection to it in him. But when he ſpeaketh a 
Lie, he peaketh of his own, he acts but in 
Character, and like what he is: For he is a 
Liar, and the Father fit. And what's the 


firſt Lie that we read of, but the Lie that 


the Devil told Eve? A Lie as big with In- 
gratitude to God his Maker, as it was with 


to inſtruct us, that this was the very Offence 


True! 1 


Envy and Malice to Man. Ie ſhall nut ö g | 


ſurely die, ſays he, for God knows that in the 
Day that ye eat of it, your Eyes ſhall be open'd : 
and ye ſhall be as God's knowing Good and 
Evil. Rather than fail of ſeducing Man, 
he does not ſcruple moſt abominably to aſ- 
perſe even God himſelf. God has told you, 
ſays he, a Falſhood. Ye ſhall not ſurely die. 
There is nothing of Death in this Tree; 
and that God knows: Nor does he forbid 


it out of any Good-will to you; but becauſe _ 


he 
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he is deſirous to keep you in Ignorance, 


and would not have you ſo wiſe, as he 
knows this Tree will make you. 
What could move him to a& ſuch a 


Part may be hard to ſay; whether he look d 


on Man's Happineſs with an Evil Eye, and 
thought he ſtood too high in the Creator's 


Favour; or whether he thought it too mean 


an Employment for Spirits of Heaven to be 
miniſtring Spirits to Men made of Earth; 


which of theſe was his Motive is what we 


can only conjecture, as the Scripture has not 


thought proper to give us a fuller Account 


of it. This however 1s certain, that the 
Murderer's A& was committed, and the 
deviliſh Scheme was contrived, purſued, and 
executed, and which of i it was not the ft 
Sin he was guilty of, is however the fl 
that we know of, or of which we have any 
Account in the Scripture. And if his firſt 
Sin was Man-killing and Falſhood, as the 
Words of our Lord ſeem to intimate, and 
he declin'd from the Truth as it were from 
the very Beginning, at what Period of Time 


can we better fix his Fall than that now 


mention'd? We read nothing in ſhort of 
his deceiving any other World, or of any 
other Works of the Devil that our Saviour 
was ſent to deſtroy, but what are all con- 


* d to the World in which we live. Nor 
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can we any Way better account for his be⸗ 


ing ſtiled as he is the od Serpent, than by 
ſuppoſing that Name to refer to what he 


then acted under that Form. 


If it ſhould be objected to this, that if the 
Devil had not been wicked before, he would 
hardly have told ſuch an abominable mur- 


derous Lie, or had ſuch hurtful Deſigns in 


his Head; I ſhall only obſerve, that it may 
as well be objected, that if Eve had not 
been wicked before, ſhe would not have 
believ'd him, or have heard him ſpeak ſo 


wickedly of God. Nor will removing the 


Scene at all help us to clear up the Diffi- 


culty, which will ſtill remain after all as 


great as ever ; as ſuppoſe him to fall when 


we will, the Queſtion will ſtill return, what 


could move, or excite him to do ſo ? Nor 
will the ſuppoſing it before our Creation 
make us ever the /e/s, but rather more at & 
Loſs to account for it. 

J have nothing now to add but this Pro- 
poſal, that as I have attended Philander to 
Day, I ſhall expect him and Crito, if thought 
proper, to attend upon me to Morrow, and 
to come, if it ſuits them, ſome Time before 
Dinner,, that we may have the more Time 
to purſue our Enquiries. 

I believe we ſhall both, ſays PHILANDER, 

Accept 
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accept your Propoſal, nor do I def, for 
mM art, a more pleaſant Taſk. 
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A the Houſe of Theophilus was not 
much above half a Mile diſtant from 
that of Philander, the two Friends having 
breakfaſted, ſet out to walk to it. The 
Way was for the moſt Part agreeably ſhad- 
ed with lofty Trees, and the Time fo agree- 
ably paſſed in reciting the Light which they 
had gain'd already, and were yet likely to 
gain from a Converſation ſo inſtructive, 
that they found themſelves at the Door of 
the Houſe before they were well aware of 
it: Into which being welcom'd by Tho- 
' PHILUS, he conducted them into his Study, 
Where they found a Collection of well choſen 
Books, and which he ſhould chuſe, he ſaid, 
for the Place of their Morning Conference, 
though he had alſo an Arbour in the Gar- 
den, which if they liked better ſhould beat 
their Service ; but which he imagin'd wou'd 
ſuit them beſt i in the Afternoon, as it was 
rather too much expos'd to the Rays of the 
Morning Sun. 
I am very ready, fays PutLANDER, to 
ree to any Thing. 

Anda a Change of Scene, ſays CRITo, is 
ſome- 
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ſometimes uſeful, and helps to give an ad- 
_ ditional Pleaſure, and therefore what if we 
now change the Sybje# as well as the Scene, 
and ſet out without further Delay for the 
Country of Souls? 

You had better perhaps, ſays PHILAN- 
DER, enquire the Way firſt. Itis not good 
to ſet out in a Hurry one knows not whi- 
ther. 

You are very right there Philander in- 
deed, ſays CRITo. I was eagerly running 
into the very Error, that it was but Yeſter- 
day I was blaming you for. 

It ſhews, ſays PyHiLANDER, I have not 
forgot your Inſtructions: And that they 
have — been altogether thrown away up- 
on me. I have however one Queſtion to 
alk, that I wantan Anſwer to, with regard 
to what has been diſcuſs'd already. If you 
remember, ſays he, turning to Theophilus, 
you repreſented the Angels that finn'd, as 
caſt down for their Sin into the ee Air: 
Whereas the Words of the Text as they 
run in eur Tranſlation, are that God caſt 
theſe ſinning Angels down 70 Hell, and de. 
liver d them into Chains of Darkneſs, to be re- 
ſerv d unto Judgment. 

It is indeed render'd fo, ſays THEOPHI- 
Tus, in our Tranſlation; but which is ſuffi- 
cient without going further to ſhew it a 


bad 
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bad one in his Caſe, what Senſe can you 
make of caſting them down to Hell, and de- 
livering them into Chains to be reſerv'd to 
Judgment? Are they reſerv'd for any thing 
worſe than Hell at Judgment ? Is not that 
the Place they ſhall be then adjudg'd to? 
And therefore not the Place they are re- 
ſerv'd in All then? How will you reconcile 
this with the Prince of the Power of the Air? 
Or with ſþ:ritual Wickedneſs, or as the Mar- 
gin reads it, wicked Spirits in heavenly Places? 
In ſhort the Word here rendered caſt them 
aown to Hell, and in which is no where 
found beſides in all the Scriptures, means 
according to ſome, no more than caſting 
down : And even thoſe that render it caſting 
down to Tartarus, do yet in general under- 
ſtand the ſame by it, making Tartarus only 
the lower Part of any Thing, whether of 
Earth, or Water, or as here of Air, and 
which is perhaps, the only Way of Under- 
ſtanding it, to make it Conſonant with 
other Paſlages. | 

As your's is anſwer'd Philander, ſays Cr1- 
ro, let me now aſk a Queſtion in my Turn, 
which your Queſtion has put me in mind 
of: And that is, What is meant by deliver- 
ing them into Chains of Darkneſs ? If they 
enjoy as much of the Light of the Sun as 


we 
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we do, how are they under Darkmſe oy 
more than we are? 


To this it may be anſwer'd, ſays T HEO- 
PHILUS, that by Chains of Darknſ may be 
only meant their being kept in a diſconſo- 


late State of Exiſtence, void of any Light 


of Hope, or Beams of Comfort, which is 
often the Meaning of being in Darkneſs in 


Scripture, and which may be occaſion'd 


partly by their own Reflections, and partly 
perhaps by thoſe various, and ſametimes 


very violent Commotions to whic eir 


preſent Habitation is liable. To which 
may alſo be added, that it does not ſeem 
very improbable, but that their Natures 
may be ſuch as may render the Ligit un- 
caſy to them, which may lead them to 
ſhun it as much as they can, and covet 
Darkneſs: Or that they may be otherwiſe 


prohibited from too free Excurſions into it, 


by certain Laws enacted for that Purpoſe, 


and which for fear of worſe they dare not 


diſobey. 


You have given in my Mind, ſays 5 
To, a very good Senſe of it; nor 1s it per- 


haps poſſible for us at preſent to find a bet- 


ter. But let us now, if you pleaſe, go in 
queſt of the Sears of Souls, which you, I 
preſume, have found ſome other Place for, 
though I ſhould place em in thoſe found 
already, 
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already, the good with the good, and the 
bad with the Angels that finn'd, nor ſhould. 
I have any nen but for you of Toking 
farther. _ 

IJ was alfo once, ſays TazopmrLos of 
that Opinion till the ſacred Writings obliged 
me to quit it. I thought at firſt indeed, as 
perhaps is the Caſe of moſt, that Souls 
went either to Heaven or to Hell immedi- 
ately: And. was long afraid to. diſpoſe of 
them any otherwiſe for fear of eſtabliſhing 
a poprſh Purgatory, But when I came to 
look for Proofs of this from Scripture ; I 
found myſelf ſtrangely at a Loſs to find any, 
but what on a cloſe Inſpection ſeem'd to be 
incluſive, and to agree but ill, as commonly 
underſtood, with much more numerous Paſſ- 
ages brought againſt them. 

If we are to be goyern'd by Numbers, I | 
doubt, fays PHiLANDER, in this Caſe, we 
muſt conclude againſt any ſeparate State at 
all, that will admit of any Degreeof Senſibili- 
Zy. I have all along till now indeed, thought 
the contrary ; but reading this Morning in 
the Ninth of ohn, where our Saviour re- 
preſents Death as a Night in which no Man 
can work, it immediately brought to my 
Mind a great Number of Paſſages, that de- 
ſeclbed the State of Death, as a State of 

Silence, 
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Silence, a State of Sleep, and Ceſſation from 


Aclion. 


It is fo, ſays CRI To, no doubt with re- 
gard to the Body : but it does not follow 


rom hence, it is ſo with regard to the Sou). 


That I know, ſays PhILAN DER, is the 
common Anſwer, and I have been uſed to 


be ſatisfyd with it; but if the Scripture 
Expreſſions mean no more than this, that 
Carcaſſes cannot act, they mean but itile, 
nor is it much for their Credit to give us 
ſuch needleſs Inſtructions. 

They may alſo mean, ſays Throrhirus, 


that Souls cannot act in a wv1/ble Manner as 


they did in his World. 


And they may alſo mean, ſays an. - 


DER, more than this. 


It is true, ſays THEOPHTLus, they mean 
more : But you'll find I believe but very 


few that think ſo. 


As to that, ſays PHILANDER, let every 


one think as he pleaſes: I am not con- 

cern'd about what is the common Belief, but 

what is really the Doctrine of Scripture. 
The Scripture, ſays CRITo, is ſo plain in 


this Caſe, that it is wrong to interrupt us 
with theſe needleſs Queries, when we were 


juſt ſetting out on our Journey. 


Is it then right, ſays PHILAN DER, to ſet 


out in Search of a Country, without being 
ſatisfy d 
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fatisfy'd firſt with regard to its real Ex- 
iſtence ? ar wr 4 

The Souls of the Dead, fays CRTTo, 

muſt be ſomewhere. n 

But if that ſomewhere, ſays PfILAN DER, 
is a Land of Silence and inſenſibility, it is 
hardly worth our while to go in queſt of it. 

It is very true indeed, rejoins THEOPHI- 
Los, if that be the Caſe it is not worth our 
Labour. But this is a Query I did not ex- 
pect in our Company. me OOO 

Nor did I, ſays PyiLANDER, intend to 
have troubled you with it, but for the Cauſe 
I have juſt been relating; and which has 
made I own, ſuch a ſudden and ſtrong Im- 

reſſion, as to make me an almoſt in/ftanta- 
neous Proſelyte, to what 1 had always ac- 
counted before as a groundleſs Opinion. 

And are you then really come over, fays 
CR1To, to this Opinion? There are a great 
many Scriptures I know that ſeem to favour: 
it; but I always thought you more of a 
Philoſopher, than to give way to the ſleepy 
Idea of ſleeping Souls. | 

I muſt confeſs, ſays PaitranDER, that 
with regard to hat Part of Philoſophy, I al- 
ways look'd on it as a very dark one, nor 
did I ever build greatly upon it. I had 
rather in this Caſe, truſt to a Text of Scrip- 
ture than to any Philoſopher how great ſo- 


Ever. 


We do not die. / we rather riſe to _— 
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er. As you however pretend to Philoſo- 


phy more than I do, let me crave your So- 
lution of the following Queſtion. Our 


Lord, in the Paſſage I have juſt referr'd to, 


had a Man before him that was Blind from 


bis Birth : Can you tell me the natural Cauſe 
of that Man's Blindneſs ? 


It was no doubt owing, ſays Cr1To, 


either to ſome Defect, or ſome Obſtruction 
in the Optick Syſtem. 
And is that e ſays PHILANDER, to 


make a Man Blind all his Life-time ? 


Do you doubt it, ſays CriTo, can any 
Man. ſee without Eyes? Or withoat Eyes 
that are rightly diſpos'd for it? 

I know, ſays PNIL Ax D RR, the Living 
have need of theſe Things. But what ſays 


Philoſophy here with regard to the Dead? 


As theſe Defects, ſays CRITo, are only 
in the outward Shell of us, the Phyfician 


Death immediately removes them, and leaves 


the inner Vehicle free from all of them. 

A rare Phyſician truely, replies PILAx- 
DER! If Doctor Death can really perform 
all this for us, we ſhall have little need of 
Doctor Reſurrection. And yet we com- 
monly look on this Docfor of yours as an 
Enemy, nor do the ſacred Writers repreſent 
him otherwiſe. But why do I call it Death? 


Life 
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Life than ever! we are Gods that cannot | 
die, and that call'd Death, is but removin ng | 
the Veil from our Eyes to let us ſee fo! 

Oh! Fruit to be deſired to make one wiſe / 
how haſt thou open d our Eyes, and made us 
as Gods indeed! Ye ſhall not ſurely die. No, 
no, we cannot. Hail great Philoſophy! 
God ſays we ſhall die! But true 8 
knows better Things. | 

You run away with Things ftrangely, 
ſays Cr1To. Philoſophy does not teach 
we ſhall not die; it only teaches we ſhall 
not die totally; but repreſents the Body as 
dying as much as you do. 

I know it very well, replies PBIL Ax DER, 
that this is what Philoſs opby calls dying. But 
what is this? A Death to be u d, not 
dreaded. It is but like knocking off the 
Priſoner's Fetters, and ſetting the before 
impriſon d Soul at Liberty. Inſtead of all- 
ing aſleep, it is rather awaking from it : And 
inſtead of laying down Life is rather taking - 
it up much more perfecily. The heathen 
Philoſopher may call this Death; but it 
neither ſeems to agree with Death as de- 
ſcrib d in Scripture, nor to correſpond with 
the natural Notions all Men have of it, when 
apply'd to any thing elſe beſides ourſelves. 

It! is an . Caution, St. Paul, Ithink, 
| E a 


giyes 


il , 

gives the Colofians to beware J 92 any Man 

ſpoild them through Philoſophy. 

1 ͤam apt to think, fays TreoeniLUs, 
(hearing the Clock ſtrike two,) that we 
muſt ſet aſide our intended Journey at leaſt 

for this Time; the Time at preſent calls us 
to take another, in which I hope we ſhall 

meet with no Obſtructions; nor ſhould the 
preſent Query indeed be accounted as ſuch, 


il it leads, as it poſſibly may, to the Land 
of Truth. 


That's the L. Lig, , fays PuiranDrER, I 
u 


look on it in I aſſure you, and think I have 
better than Plato's Authority for it. 

And perhaps better than his may be 
found too, ſays CRI To, againft it: Though 
if it leads to Truth 1 ſhall not be diſpleas d 
with it, let it lead me what Way it will. 
I defire at leaſt to lye open and free to Con- 
viction, and not to err altways, becauſe 1 
may Chance to err nov. 


And it is a Temper, ſays THROPHILUs, 


I hope 1 ſhall always cultivate, to have 
more Regard in all Caſes of this kind to 
find the Truth, than to any other Conſide- 
ration whatever. But let us now, if you 


pleaſe, think of taking a little Refreſh- 
ment. 


DIA- 
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DIALOGUE. VI 
A the Afternoon was unexpectedly 


rainy, having ſat ſome ſmall Time 
after Dinner, they return'd again into the 


Study, when CRiro began with obſerving, 


that though there were many things that 


might be urged from Philoſophy againſt 
Philander's unphiloſophical Notions, it could 


ſignify little to urge them to one that look d 


on Philoſophy in that Light he did, and 


had as good as declar'd that he would not 
admit of its Teſtimony, D 
In all Matters, ſays PHIL AN DER, meerly 
philoſophical, and in which we can meet 
with no better Aſſiſtance, I am as willing 
to philoſophize as any other: But as this is 
not the Caſe with regard to the preſent 
Query, I muſt beg the Lady . PhiJoſopher's 
Pardon, if I appeal from her to the Lady 
Theology. | . n 
There indeed, ſays THEO HLus, I think 


you are right, and have given the Prefe- 


rence where it ns. But what if the 

Lady you have choſefor your Umpire ſhould 

give it gui ounßnßn 
Then, ſays PHILANDER, IH give up the 


Queſtion, with free Leave to reſume your 
dark Journey as ſoon as you pleaſe. 


- _— 7 
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Thanks for -your ſetting us right. 


1 
And if it appears, ſays CRI ro, that ſhe. 
gives it. Var you, you ſhall have cur free 
Pardon for your interrupting us, and our 
—But 

call the Lady in, and let us hear her. 
She is here, ſays PHILAN DER, already, 
(ſeeing a Bible that lay on the Table,) and 
firſt by way of beſpeaking your Patience, 


deſires you to hear in Fob, the moſt antient 


Book, as it's thought in all the Scriptures. 
Job iii. 11, Sc.] Ny died I not from the 
Womb? Why did I not give up the Ghoſt when 
I came-out of ile Belly? Why did the Knees 


prevent me? Or why the Breaſts that T ſhould 
uch? For now ſhould I have lien flill, and 


been quiet, I ſhould have flept ; then had ] been 
at Reft; with Kings and Counſellors of the 
Earth, which built deſolate Places for them- 


ſelves : Or with Princes that had Gold, who 
filled their Houſes with SiFver : Or as an hid- 
Aen untimely Birth I had not been; as Infants 
 obich never ſaw Light. There the Wicked 


ceaſe from troubling : And there the Weary be 
at Reft. © There the Priſoners reſt together, 


they hear not the Voice of the Oppreſſer. The 


Smreall and Great are there, and the Servant is 
free from bis Maſter. And to the fame 
Purpoſe do we find him declaring ſome 
Time after, Chap. x. 18, Sc.] Wherefore 
haſt thou brought me forth out of the — 
l 0 
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Oh that I had given up the Ghoſt, and no Eye 
bad ſeen me ! F ſhould have | been: as,though. I 
had not been, I ſhould have been carried from 
the Womb to the Grave. Are not my Days 
few? Ceaſe then, and let me alone, that I may 
take Comfort a little: Before I go whence 1 
ſhall not return, even # the Land of Dar kneſs, 
and the Shadow of Death ; a, Land of Dark- 
neſs, as Darkneſs 1tſelf, and of the Shadow, of 
Death, without any Order, and where the 
Light i 1 as Darkneſs. And again, {Chap p- 
xiv. 7, Sc.] There is Hope of a 1 Tree, if it be 
cut 5 that it will ſprout again, and that 
the tender Branch thereof will not ceaſe. Tho 
the Root thereof wax old in the Barth, and the 
Stock thereof die in the Ground : Yet through 
the Scent of Water it will bud, and bring forth 
Boughs like a Plant. But Man dieth, and 
waſteth away : Yea Men giveth up the Ghoſt, 
and where is He? As the Waters fail from the 
Sea, and the Flcod decayeth and drieth up: W 
Man heth down, and riſeth not, till the Hea- 
vens be no more, tbey ſhall not awake, nor be 
raiſed out of their Sleep. His Sons. come to 
Honour, Ver. 21.] and 2 knoweth it not; 
and they are brought low, but he perceiveth it 
not of them. 

But theſe it will be ſaid perhaps were an- 
tient Times, and when Men had not the 
Light of che Scriptures to guide them. Let 


E 3 us 
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us therefore come down from theſe to the 


Times of David, and ſee what were Men's 


Sentiments of Death in that Age. And 
here we find the holy Pſalmiſt intreatins, 
[PC. vi. 4, 5.] Return, O Lord, deliver my 
Soul: Oh ſave me for thy Mercies Sake. For 
in Death there is no Remembrance of thee : In 
the Grave who ſhall give thee Thanks ? [Pi. 
XXX. .] What Profit is there in my Blood 
when I go down to the Pit? Shall the Duſt 
praiſe thee? Shall it declare thy Truth? [Pf. 
Ixxxviii. 10, 11, 12.] Vilt thou ſhew Won- 
ders, to the Dead ? Shall the Dead ariſe and 
praiſe thee? Shall thy loving Kindneſs be de- 


clar d in the Grave? Or thy Faithfulneſs in 


Deſtruction? Shall thy Wonders be known in 
the Dark ? And thy Righteouſneſs in the Land 
of Forgetfulneſs ? [Pſ. Ixxxix. 48.] What 
Man ts he that liveth, and ſhall not 2 Death? 
Shall he deliver his Soul from the Hand of the 
Grove. [Pf. cxv. 17.] The Dead praiſe not 
the Lord, neither any that go down into Silence. 
And again, [Pf. cxlvi. 3, 4.] Put not your 


Truſt in Princes, nor in the Son of Man, in 


whom there is no Help. His Breath goeth 
Forth, he returneth to his Earth : In that very 
Day his Thoughts periſh. 

And if from the Times of David we go 


on to thoſe. of Solomon, we ſhall find the 
lame Notion continued. For the Living, 


ſays 
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ſays Solomon [Eccleſ. ix. 5, 6.] know that 
bey ſhall die: But the Dead know not any 
thing ; neither have they any more a Reward, 
Por the Memory of them is forgotten. Alſo 
| their Love, and their Hatred, and their Envy 
s now periſhed, neither have they any more a 
Portion for ever inany thing that is done under 
the Sun. And again, [Ver. 10.] Whatever 
thy Hand findeth to do, do it with thy Might; 
for there is no Work, nor Device, nor Know- 
ledge, nor Wiſdom in the Grave whither thou 
goeſt. And much the ſame Account do we 
find given by Hezek:ab ſome Ages after- 
Wards, [Ifaiah xxxviii. 18.] The Grave can- 
wot praiſe thee, Death cannot celebrate thee : 
They that go down to the Pit cannot hope far 
thy Truth. And if we-come down yet lower 
to the apocryphal Writers, we taall find their 
'Sentiments the very ſame, as to inſtance in 
one deem'd the beſt of them all, he Son of 
Sirach, [Eccluſ. xvii. 27.] who ſhall praiſe 
the moſt High in the Grave, inſtead of them 
cohich Live and give Thanks ? Mankſgi ving 
periſheth from the Dead as from one that is 
not: The Living and Seund in Heart ſball 
praiſe the Lord. 

It muſt appear, I think, from theſe and 
ſuch like Paſſages, that the moſt obvious 
Idea of Death theſe Words convey to us, is 
that of a State of inſenſible Sleep, utterly 


E 4 void 


a] a N 
1 * r pee, 8 1 * N „ . n ty, . 


[56 ] 
void of all Knowledge whatever, or any 
Capacity for Work of any Kind. Nor is 
there the leaſt Intimation that is confin'd to 
the Body, or that the Reverſe of this is true 


of any Part of us, which if really the Caſe, 


one would think, ſhould be ſomewhere 


told us, inſtead of that which we all know 
already, and ſhould have known as well 


without their Help as with it. It is, indeed, 

ſo much debaſing the Dignity of the ſacred 
Writers, either to repreſent them as giving 
us ſuch mean and 7rifling, or as view'd in 
this Light, fallacious Inſiructions, that we 
may almoſt as well own at once, that we do 


not believe them, as to give them the Lie 


by ſuch pitiful Interpretations. 


The Old Teftament Writers, | readily grant 


you, ſays CRITo, ſpeak on this Head but 
very obſcurely, and as if they were utterly 
ignorant of that Immortality, which has been 
ſince brought to Light by the Goſpel. 

The Old Teftament Writers, Jam apt to 
believe, ſays PHIL ANDER, will give you but 
little Thanks for this Conceſſon: Nor will 
the Lady Theology be over-pleas'd with you 


for pin Phileſoply ſo much above her. 


The poor ignorant Prophets knew you think 
no better, than that Death would reduce 
us to quite an inſenſible State: But the 
more Po” P3ilofo oþhers could fee the Con- 
trary, 
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ttary, and could inſtruct their Votaries to 
look on Death as Milton's Serpent dreſt it 
up to Eve. [ Parad, iſe Loft, Book IX.] 


So ſhall ye die perhaps, "Heats off 


Human to put on Gods, Death to be wilt. 


And yet theſe very Prophets, you think 


ſo ignorant, ſeem to have known of a Re- 


ſurrection to Immortality, and which ſeems. 


indeed the only Scripture Senſe of it, 


(though a ſenſe Philoſophy could never hit 
on,) in which we as Sinners are taught to 
expect it: And are ſo far from ſpeaking of 


Death, as you charge them, fo very ob- 


ſcarely, that I think I have ſhewn they 
ſpeak of it very plainly. 


I muſt confeſs, ſays THEOPHILUS, with 


regard to this Point, that Philander ſeems 


to have rather the upper Hand of us: And 
that if he goes on to acquit himſelf as he has 
done hitherto, I ſhall more than ſuſpect 
that Philoſophy here has deceiv'd us. 

And had you not better do that, ſays 


PLAN DPR, than tax the Scriptures with 


either giving us needleſs, or very imperfect 

Deſcriptions, and ſuch as are no way vs. 
coming the Source from which they Spring? 

Kol begin, ſays TyeoPniLUs, to preſs 

hard on us; nor am I very well able 

4 preſent to find you an Anſwer. And 


there- 


E 
cherefore now, if you pleaſe, go on with 
your further Evidence. 

I go on then next, ſays Deane; to 
our Lord himſelf, that great Light vf the 
World, that far greater than all he Philoſo- 
bers, and who in his plaineſt Diſcourſes 
ſpeaks of the State of Death as a State of 
very little, or no Significance, paſſing it over 
in Silence as of no Importance, and leading 
our Thoughts directly to the Reſurrection. 
For glas, ſays he, [John vi. 39, 40.] zs the 
Father's Will that ſent me, that of all which 
he hath given me, I 1 ſheuld loſe nothing, but 
Should raiſe it up again at the laſt Day. And 
this is the Will that ſent me, hrs every one 
which ſeeth the Son, and believeth on hum, may 
have everlaſting Life And Iwill raiſe him 
np at the laſt Day. And again, [Ver. 44.] 
No Man can come to me, except the Father 
which hath ſent me draw him: And I will 
raiſe him up at the laſt Day. 

Is this ſpeaking like one that was ſent to 
corroborate Plato: Or the common re- 
ceiv'd Opinion of Immortality? Or not ra- 
ther like one ſent to teach us. a different 
Doctrine: And ſuch as ſtands on a different 
Foundation ? 

Nor need we wonder the Night of Death 
Should be thus paſſed over, it OO a Might, 

as 
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Agreeable to this, do we find his Ac- 
count of the Death of Lazarus, as preſerv d 
by the Evangeliſt Joh iP his xith Chapter, 
where his Death 1s all along repreſented as. 
a Sleep, and his Return to Life as an awak- 
ening out of it: Nor is there the leaſt Inti- 
mation of any thing ſeen in the Interim, 
though he had been dead for the Space of 
four Days. And when he ſets himſelf to 
comfort his Apoſtles, in the xivth Chapter, 
on account of his being ſhortly to be taken 
from them, it is from this Conſideration he 
derives their Comfort, and not from that of 
any previous Happineſs, bt he would take 
to himſelf at the Time of his coming again. 

In that moſt excellent Sermon of his, 
which he made on the Mount, he intro- 
duces the Day of Judgment in ſuch a Man- 
ner, Matt. vii. 22.] as not only plainly 
ſeems to exclude all prior Judgment, but 
any ſen/ible ſeparate State whatever. When 
he exhorts us rather to ſuffer the Loſs of 
Life, than to ſeek to preſerve it by any un- 
chriſtian Compliance, he immediately backs 
it by this very Motive, [ Mat. xvii. 27.] that 
the Son of Man ſhall come in the Glory of bis 
Father with his Angels, and ſhall then reward 
every Man according to his Works, Nor do 
we 
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[60] 
we any where find him promiſing any Re- 
compenſe, during all the whole Courſe of 


his Miniſtry here on Earth, even to ſuch 


Virtues as moſt adorn the Chriſtian Cha- 
racter, till as he expreſſes it [ Luke xiv. 14.] 
at the Reſurrection of the Juſt : or as it is 
elſewhere expreſs'd, [ Mat. xix. 28.] in the 
Regeneration, when he ſhall it on the Throne 
of his Glory. 11 could with a great deal of 
Eaſe refer you to other Paſſages, that run 


all in the ſelf-ſame Strain with theſe now 


mention'd: but as theſe are ſufficient to give 
us a Taſte of his Teaching, it may be bet- 
ter at preſent for Brevity ſake to omit them. 
You have given us, ſays CRITo, an Ab- 
ſtract indeed of his Teaching ; but ſuch as 
appears to me a very partial one, and to he 
open to ſeveral Objections. 5 
I am not inſenſible, replies PLAN DER, 


but that there are ſome few Paſſages com- 
monly urged on your Side, as well from 


Bim, as ſome of his Apofiles: nor had 1 
any Deſign in the leaſt of paſſing over them; 
but only of collecting together the Evidence 
firſt on one Side, and after that the Evi- 
dence brought againſt it. 

If that be your Scheme, ſay CRITo, I 
have no Objection to it: go on to conduct 
your Evidence how you pleaſe. | 


Tt 


„„ 

Let me then obſerve, ſays PfILANDER, 
before I proceed any farther, how much 
greater Streſs this Evidence deſerves, than 
that of any of the greateſt Philoſopher. 
Theſe are ſayings that come with Authority, 
. that do not teach us Hopes or Probabilities, 
but give us full and poſitive Aſſurance. © I 
that teach you theſe Things, am the Per- 
ſon appointed to do them. I am the Reſur- 
rection and the Life. I will raiſe you, and I 
will reward you.” Nor have we here only 
Words, but ſuch wonderful Fas to con- 

firm them, as ſets this Evidgnce ſo much 
beyond all other, that no ſooner does the 
Light of this great Sun ariſe on us, than 
the Stars of Philoſophy vaniſh and diſap- 
pear, and like thoſe of the Night are loſt 
in the Blaze of Day. Not that I mention 
this, becauſe I believe or grant you, that 
you have all the Philoſophers in this Caſe 
on your Side; for I am apt to believe you 
may find more againſt you than for you: 
but only to give you a Reaſon, why I look 
on this ſingle Evidence, as of much more 
Weight than theirs put all together. 

As ſome tell us, however, that ſome 
Things ſcarce taught by the Maſter are 
much more 3 taught by his -Apgihes, 
let us therefore firſt, if you pleaſe. attend 
to the great St. Paul, and who, if one may 

judge 
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judge from his Writings, was no way be- 
hind the Chief of them. In his Epiltle to 
the Romans, [Chap. viii. 22, 23.] he brings 
in the whole Creation, as groaning and wait- 
ing for this great Event, the Redemption, as 
he ſays, of our Bodies. And in his firſt E- 
piſtle to the Corinthians, where he ſpends a 
whole Chapter on this Head, he repreſents 
it as ſo much the Baſis of all our Hopes, 
that he ſeems to give up all as % without 1 
it. For of the Dead rife not, ſays he, then | 
is nat Chriſt raiſed: and if Chriſt be not raiſ- 
ea, your Faith is vain; ye are yet in your 
Lf Sins. Then they alſo which are fallen aſleep in 
| 1 | Chriſt, are — If mn this Life only we 
| have Hope in Chriſt, wwe are of all Men moſt 
| miſerable. But now is Chriſt riſen from the il 
[Nl Dead, and become the firſt Fruits of them that j 
it: Aept.—— Eiſe what fhall they do which are 
1 baptized for the Dead, that is, as I under- | 
ſtand it, for a dead unriſen Chriſt, as muſt N 
be the Caſe, , the Dead riſe not at all? Why 
are they then baptized for the Sake of this 
dead Saviour? And why ſtand we, on this 
Account, in Teopardy every Hour ! 
after the Manner of Men 1 have fought with 
Beaſts at Epheſus, what advantageth me, if 
the Dead 57 not? Let us Eat and Drink 
for to Morrow we die, Now if this be good 
Rea- 
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Reaſoning, where is our Immortality? Tis 


loſt in Death; but hear the Triumph over 


it. O Death, wohere 5 x thy Sting? O Grave, 
where is thy Victory? The Sting of Death is 


Sin; and the Strength of Sin is the Law. But 


Thanks be to God, which giveth the Viclory, 
through our Lord Teſus Chriſt. Here lies 


the Chriſtian's Triumph over Death, not in 


any boaſted Priviledge of Nature, but in 
the Gift of God, thro' Jeſus Chriſt our Lord. 
And from hence does he draw his Mo- 


tive for Chriſtian Stedfaſtneſs : Therefore be 


ye ſtedfaſt, unmoveab/e, always abounding in 
the Work of the Lord, foraſmuch as ye know 
that your Labour is not in vain in the Lord. 
And, Let us not be weary, fays he, to the 
Galatians, {Chap. vi. 9.] zn well-doing; for 
in due Seaſon wwe ſhall reap if we faint not. 
In his firſt Epiſtle to the Yheſſalonians we 
have a very remarkable Paſlage, [Chap. iv 
13, &c.] in which he ſets himſelf to treat 


of the State of the Dead profeſſedly, and 


that with a View to comfort the Living-on 
that Account. Here therefore one would 
think he ſhould mention their preſent Hap- 
pineſs, and ſay ſomething at leaſt of the 
Joys of their preſent Condition. But not a 
Syllable of this comes from him; he is ſi- 
lent on this Head, filent as Death itſelf : 


and a the Comfort he there gives the 


Living 
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| „ JN. 
fl Living is ſuch as is wholly deriv'd from 

the following Conſideration, that , wwe be- 
heve that Feſus died and roſe again, even jo 
them alſo which-fleeþ in Jeſus will God bring 
with him. For this we ſay unto you, ſays he, 
by the Word of the Lord, that we which are 
ative and remain unto the coming of the Lord ſhall 
not prevent, or be before-hand with them that 
| \ ſleep. For the Lord himſelſ ſhall deſcend from Hea- 

{ ven with a Shout, with the Voice of the Archangel, 
5 and with the Trump of God: and the Dead in 
[| Chriſt ſhall riſe firſt : Then wwe which are alive 
[ and remain, ſhall be caught up together with 
i ihem in the Clouds, to meet the Lord in the 
| 


. a 3 * — 
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| Air: and ſo ſhall we be ever with the Lord. | 
Wherefore comfort one another with theſe | 
|  Hoxrds. This I own is a Life and Immor- 0 
| tality, brought 10 Light, as he writes to Ti- \ 
| mothy, [ii. Tim. 1. 10.] through the Goſpel ; 
and as he after ſtiles it, [Chap. ii. 19.] @ 
Foundation of God; tho' as commonly held, 
but a kind of ſuperfluous Addition to a | 
Foundation laid by Philoſophy long before. 
J omit for Brevity ſeveral other - Paſſages, 0 
that might be eaſily brought from the ſame \ 
great Apoſtle, and ſhall conclude at preſent | 
with ſhewing the perfect Harmony, that 
there is, in this Caſe, between him, and 
St. Peter, and John, 


There 


There is no Occaſion, ſays CRiÞo; for 


further Evidence, till we have better con- 


ſider'd what you have brought already, and 
which appears I believe to ws both to have 
ſo much Weight with it, as to intitle you 
at leaſt to a Pardon for interrupting us, 
and may for ought I know in the End to 
ſomething more. 

He ſeems indeed, ſays Tuna. to 
bid very fair for it, and it muſt be own'd 
has hitherto come off with Honour. 
But it is Time for us now to break off the 
Conference. 


DAL 0:0 Us. v4 


S it was concerted between them at 
Supper to meet the next Day at Phi- 
lander's, they aſſembled as uſual in Philan- 
der's. Arbour, when CR1To began with ob- 
ſerving, that it was but needlesſly waſting 
their Time to let Philander proceed with 
his Evidence any farther, that he was very 
well ſatisfied more might be eaſily brought 
of it, but thought it 1ather adviſeable now 
to conſider their own, and to try the Strength 
of what could be urged on that Side. 
I was juſt thinking, ſays TyeopniLUs, 
the very ſame : and therefore now Philar- 
F der 
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der ſtand on your Defence. What think 
you firſt of the Affair at Endor ? 
Let me fee, fays PRILAN DER, pulling 

out a Pocket Bible, which he had purpoſely 
brought along with him, let me firſt, if you 
pleaſe, read the Story as here related. 
[ 1. Sam. XxXviii. 3, &c.] Now Samuel was 
dead, and all Iſrael had lamented him, and 
buried him in Ramab, even in his cwn City. 
Saul had put away thoſe that had familiar 
Spirits, and the Wizards, out of the Land. And 
the Philiſtines gathered themſelves together and 


came and pitched in e and Saul gather d 


all Iſrael together, and they pitched in Gilboa : 
And when Saul ſaw the Ho Df of the Philiſtines, 
he was afraid, and his Heart greatly trembled. 


And when Saul enquired of the Lord, the. 


Lord anſwer ed him not, neither by Dreams, nor 


by Urim, bor by Prophets. Then ſaid Saul 


unto his Servant, feck me a Woman that hath 


a famhar Spirit, that I may go to her, and 
enquire of her. And bis Servants 1 d to him, 


Behold, there is a Weman that hath a familiar 


Spirit, at Ender. And Saul diſguiſed bim- 
ſelſ, and put on other Rayment, and he went, 
and two Men with him, and they came to the 
Woman by Night. And be ſaid, T pray thee, 
divine unto me by the familiar Spirit, and 
| bring me up whim T ſhall name unto thee. 

And *be N man faid unto him, Behold, thos 


knoweſt 
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knoweſt what Saul hath done, how he bath cut 
off thoſe that have familiar Spirits, and the 
Wizards out of the Land: Wherefore then 
layeſt thou a Snare for my Life, to cauſe me to 
475 ? And Saul fware to ber by the Lord, ſay- 
ing; as the Lord liveth, there ſhall no Puniſh- 
ment happen to thee for this Thing. Then ſaid 
the Woman, whom ſhall I bring up unto thee 2 
And he ſaid, Bring me up Samuel. And when 
the Woman ſaw Samuel, ſhe cried with a loud. 
Voice: and the Woman ſpake to Saul, Saying, 
Why haſt thou decerved me? for thou art Saul. 
And the King ſaid unto her, Be not afraid: 

for what ſaweſt thou? And the Woman ſaid 
unto. Saul, (who all this Time ſaw nothing.) 
I jaw Gods aſcending out of the Earth. 5 
he (who. ſtill ſaw nothing) ſaid unto her, 
What Form is he of? And ſhe ſaid, an Old 
Man cometh up; and he is cover d with a 
Mantle. And Saul perceiv'd, (that is by he 
Woman's Report, ) that it was Samuel, and 
be flooped with his Face to the Ground, and 

bowed himſelf. And Samuel (or ſomething 
or other) ſaid to Saul, Why haſt thou diſquieted 
nie to bring me up? Here PHILANDER, 
after paufing a little on the Contents of 
what he had read, went on as follows.-— 
As it does not appear from hence, as J have 
juſt remark'd, that Saul himſeif ſaw any 
thing at Endor, if I ſhould here inſiſt that 
F 2 | this 
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this was all a Juggle, it would I believe be 


difficult for you to prove the Contrary ; nor 


am I under any Obligation, I apprehend, to 


conſider it otherwiſe, or indeed to concern 
myſelf at all about it, till you have not only 


prov'd a real Appearance, but likewiſe that 
this Appearance was really Samuel: for till 
this is done, ſhould I grant you the former, 
I cannot fee it could do you much Service, 
as there will ſtill remain ſeveral Objections 


againſt the latter, and ſuch as ſeem to have 


no ſmall Weight in them. For however 
ſome of theſe illegal Artiſts might be weak 


enough to think they could raiſe the Dead, 
as I dare ſay there are none of us here weak 


enough to believe that they could do it, it 
muſt therefore be own'd, that if Samuel then 
appear'd, it was not owing to the Witch's 
Magick, but to ſome ſpecial Appointmentof 


God. And yet who can believe, that God, 
who, as here related, would not anſwer him, 
either by Dreams, or Urim, or by living 


Prophets, ſhould ſend him a dead one to 
give him an Anſwer at Ender ? Or that Sa- 
mel, if really ſent by God's Command to 
him, would have complain'd, as he Sanmmel 
here does of his being dr/qureted? as if on 


Purpoſe to magnify the Woman's Power, 
and the Truth of an Art, which the Law 
of God had expresfly condem'd, and made 

1 it 
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it even Capital to practice. It indeed proves, 
if you will, the Antiquity of this Opinion, 
that the Souls the Dead ſurviv'd, and might 
be ſpoke with: but if we either conſider 
the Law of God in this Caſe, or the Tenets 
of ſuch as adher d to its better Inſtructions, : 
they are ſo far, as I have ſhewn, from fa- 
vouring this Opinion, that they are on the | 
contrary ſtrongly againſt it. | {| 
It muſt-be_confeſs'd, ſays THTOPHILus, 
that there is room to diſpute: this Appear- 
ance; but what will you ſay to that of 
| Moſes, and Elias, at the Time of the Tran/- 
figuration. 3 
I have to ſay, ſays PHILAN DIR, as to one 
f of theſe, that it is nothing at all to your 
| Purpoſe. For how can the Appearance of 
| one that never died, [ii. Kings ii. 11.] be 
allow as a Proof of what the State of 
q Death is? The other of theſe it is granted 
indeed did die; but unleſs you can prove it 
1 was only his Saul that then appear d, and 
| that he was not vais d from the Dead, as the 
Yews think he was quickly after; and as 
| many Chriſtians ſeem to think highly pro- 
pable, both from what is faid here, and in 
| the Epiſtle of Jude concerning him, this 
| Appearance can poſſibly do you but little 
| Service. I do not pretend to poſitive Proof 
in this Caſe, but if there is but any thing 
| F'3 RT 
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that makes it probable, it is enough] pre- 
ſume to defend me from this Objection. 
There are I believe you are ſenſible but 
few Opinions, but what are liable to ſome 


Objections, and ſuch as it is not perhaps in 


our Power at preſent to ſolve. 
It is granted, ſays CRixro; but Scrip- 
ture Objections are one Thing, and thoſe 


brought from Reaſon another. And if 


Chriſt was, as Scripture aſſerts, the firſt born 


from the Dead, or the firſt that was rais'd 


from the Dead to die no more, how will 
you reconcile this with what you now have 
ſuppos'd about Moſes ? 

As there are but few general Rules, ſays 
Ptt1LANDER, without Exceptions, (tho' firſt 
born here may ſignify only chief) when 
you have reconcil'd the Aſcenſion of Enoch, 
and that of Elias, with our Lord's aſcend- 
ing to Heaven as our Forerunner, or with 
the general Appointment for all Men once 


to die, you will be able by that time to re- 
concile this of yourſelf. Howbeit, T do 


not affirm that Moſes was raiſed, nor are all 
agreed that this was a real Appearahce ; it 
is enough for me that this Inſtance is not 
ſtrong enough to be able to overthrow my 


former Evidence. 


But what will you ſay then, ſay Turo- 


entrvsg to che Sau 1 that were ſeen by St. 


Joon, 


| 
; 
| 


| 
| 


E 
John, [Rev. vi. 9.] and which he heard cry 
from unden the Altan? 

Why, that he only ſaw them, ſays Pat- 
LANDER, in ſome prophetical Repreſenta- 
tion, as he ſaw the Dead ſtand before God 
at the Day of Judgment, with ſeveral other 


Things not then exiſling, and that could 


therefore at that Time be ſeen by him no 


other Way. 


There is no doubt, ſays THEOPHILUS, 
but that future Scenes can be only deſcrib' d 
by ſome ſimiliar Repreſentation, and there- 
fore not to diſpute with you at all upon this 
Head, the only Queſtion here is, what is 
meant by this Repreſentation; Let the Pe- 
riod of time it relates to be when it will? 
As the fourth Scal ſeem prophetick of ſome 
very great Perſecution, ſo on Opening the 
Fifth, St. fohn then ſees the Souls of the 
Slain, not in a State of inſenſible Sleep, as 
you ſuppoſe them, but crying out with a 


loud Voice for Vengeance. If this be there- 


fore allow'd as a ſuſt and true Repreſenta- 
tion, what can we make of it elſe than a 
Repreſentation of the Soul's Immortality? 
If I could find, ſays PHILAN DER, that 
the Scripture really befriended this Doctrine, 


I ſhould be apt to look upon this in the 


ſame Light that you do; but when I con- 


ſider the other Works of the ſame St. John, 
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and find them agreeing in this Point with 
thoſe of his fellow Apoſtles, as I was going 
to ſhew, had you let me gone on with my 
Evidence; and not only ſo, but that even 
in the Courſk of theſe Viſions, there are 
ſeveral Things inconſiſtent with any ſuch 
Doctrine, I am obliged to conſider it as only 


a Repreſentation of God's gracious Regard 


to the Sufferings and Death of his Servants, 
of the Blood of the Martyrs, crying like 
that of Abel, and their reſting in Peace till 
their Number be fully perm or as it 
is after expreſs d, [Chap. x. 7, and xi. 18.] 
till the Myſtery of God ſkould be finiſh d,— 
and the Time of the Dead that they ſhould be 


judged, and that God flould Pr a Reward. 


to his Servants the Prophets, and them that 


fear his Name, ſinall and great, and deſtroy 
them which defiroy, or as it is in the Margin, 


corrupt the Earth. | 

As a Proof that this 1s all that is here 
intended, let us conſider the Words of St. 
John in his firſt Epiſtle, and how, he like 
the reſt, leads us to our Saviour's Appear- 
ing, (Chap. it. 28.] And now, little Children, 
abide in him, that when he ſhall appear, we 
may have Confidence, and not be aſham'd be- 


fore him at bis Coming. And again, [Chap. 


2, 7, I Beloved, now are we the Sons of 
Cod, ard i , doth not yet 1 what we ſhall 
be : 


l 7 F- 
be but we know, that when be ſhall af fear * 
we ſhall be hike him; for we ſhall ſee him as 
he is. And if we go on from hence to con- 
ſider the Revelations, we ſhall find them 
pointing to the ſame great Period. In all 


the Epiſtles ſent to the Seven Churches, 


there is not ſo much as a Syllable of future 
Recompence, but what muſt all be referr'd- 
to the Time of this commg again, when he 
ſhall come, as in the Cloſe of this Book, 

| Chap. xxii. 12.] and his Reward be with 
him, 70 give every Man according as his Work. 
/hall be: and when thoſe that die in the 
Lord, ſhall not only have Re from their 
Labours, which is all that is ſaid of their 
Reward at preſent, bat heir Works, as there 
added, | Chap. xiv. 13.] ſhall /ollow them. 

I allow, ſays Tuxornrrus, as well as 
you, that the ſeparate State is not a State 
of Recompence: a State of Reſt and Peace 
is all I plead for. But if the Souls of the 
Slain could he ſeen, they muſt be viſible, 
and if heard to cry for Vengeance, they 
muſt be ſenſible. 

You ſeem to me, ſays PHIL AND ER, to 
lay much more Streſs on this Viſion oſ Souls 
than what the Senſe of the Word Souls will 
bear, which is not only uſed in the Scrip- 
ture in various Significations, but moſt com- 


n ſignifies either the Life, or the Per- 
Jon, 
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fon, and that indifferently either of God, or 
Man, or Beaſt. Thus, your new Moons and 


your appointed Feaſts, ſays the Almighty to 
the Jes, [Iſaiah i. 14.] My Soul bgateth, 
[Luke xii. 20.] This night thy Soul ſhall be 


required of thee. And levy a Tribute unto 


the Lord, [Numb. xxxi. 28.] of the Men of 
War which went out to Battle: One Soul of 


500, both of the Perſons, and of the Beeves, 
and of the Aſſes, and of the Sheep. And a- 


gain in theſe very Viſions, [Rev. xvi. 3.] 


And the ſecond Angel poured out his Vial up- 
on the Sea, and it became as the Blood of a 
dead Man, and every living Soul died in the 
Sea. In this Senſe, this Viſion of Souls is 
not only conceivable, but it 1s not difficult 
to diſcern its Propriety. As the former Seal 
exhibited Death and Slaughter, it is there- 


fore fitly ſucceeded by one of a comfort- 


ing Nature, and a Number of Slain, or 
{lain Souls, are here ſeen at the Foot of 
God's Altar, as if lately ofter'd thereon by 
way of Sacrifice, and as a Teſtimony of 
God's gracious Acceptance, repreſented as 


cloathed with white Robes, and their Blood 


like that of Abel crying for Vengeance. 
This I apprehend may be ſafely conceded 
without any way hurting the Credit of o- 
ther Scriptures; but to go further than this 
is ſuch ſtraining the Language of Prophecy, 


| 
| 


[99] 
as if too-much indulged, would very ſoory 
make mad Work with it, and be produc- 
tive of numerous Abſurdities. And not to 
multiply Words, I dare even appeal to your- 
ſelves, whether you really think -this-Evi- 
dence fo ſufficient, as to overbear what I 
have brought againſt it ? 

As a Sign, ſays THEOPHILUS, that I do 
not think fo, I ſhall forbear to trouble you 
with more Proofs of this Kind; nor will J 
take up your Time by that common Ob- 
jection from Solomon [ Eccles. xii. 7. ] of the 
Return of the 8 pi rift at Death 70 God that 
gave it; as you have made it already ap- 
pear in the Courſe of your Evidence, that 


Solomon himſelf could conſiſtently mean no 


more by it than the Return to God of that 
Spirit, or Breath of Life, which is apply d 
by the P/a/m/? to all living Creatures what- 
ever. For, Thou hideſt thy Face, ſays the 
Pſalmiſt, [Pſ. civ. 29, 30.] they are troubled, 
thou takeſi away their Breath, (or their Spi- 
rit), they die, and return to their Duſt. Thou 
ſende/t forth thy Spirit, they are created : thou 
reneweſt the Rar , the Barth. To which 
may alfo be added, what you did not men- 


tion, that Solomon making a Compariſon be- 
tween Man and Beaſt, Eccles. iii. 19.] al- 


lows'Man in Point of Mortality n pre-emi-- 
Res tho' he at the ſame time, Ver. 17.] 


declares. 


1 
1 
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[76] 
declares his Belief: of a future Judgment. 
But there is a Paſſage in St. Matthew I can- 
not but lay a great Streſs on, becauſe I can- 


not but think it deſerves it. It is where 


our Lord, encouraged his Diſciples againſt 


Perſecution, uſes the following Conſidera- 


tion, [Matt. x. 28.] Fear not them which kill 
the Body, but are not able to kill the Soul : but 
rather fear him which 1s able to deſtroy both 
Soul and Body in Hell. 

You have now pitched, ſays PRILAx PER, 
on that very Scripture, which I have chiefly 
depended on for ſeveral Years. To a Mind 
prepoſſeſt with a Notion of Immortality, 
ſuch Words as theſe appear as a ſhining 
Proof of it. Here Man is divided, ſays the 
Plathniſt, into his different Parts, the mor- 
t 1 Body, and the immortal Soul, that Part 
which can be killed, and that which can- 
not. Such is the Senſe this Philoſophy leads 
us directly to fix on it; nor do the Words 
of the Text ſeem reluctant at all to admit 


of it. And yet an Attention to Ecripture. 


gives us another Senſe of it, and ſuch as 
allows of the Truth of the Text in every 
Part of it, without ſo much as finding one 
Word of this feign'd Immortality in it. 1 
have indeed oftentimes wondered that the 
Word Immortal, ſo often apply'd to the 
Soul in human Writings, ſhould be never 


applycd 


> ww 
apply'd to it once in all the Scripture; that 
they ſhould never ſo much as once ex- 


preſsly teach us, that the Soul of Man is 


ſomething that does not die; or give us one 
Declaration, that all thit they ſay about 
Death is to be underſtood with regard to 
the Body only. This has many Times 
weaken'd my Faith in this particular, till 
this and ſome other Paſſages made it ſtrong 


again, not diſcerning that Alling the Soul in 


the Language of Scripture, has plainly re- 
ſpec to its Death in the World to come, and 
has nothing to do with the ſcholaſtick Senſe 
of it, or with the Effects of that jirſ Death, 


or Death as here ſtiled of the Body, which 


is the utmoſt the Power or Malice of Men 
can extend to: whereas God on the other 
Hand can deſtroy us utterly, and ſo as to 
put us beyond the Reach of all Recovery. 

For the further ſtrengthening this ſeem- 
ingly new, and as it may ſeem at firſt range 
Expoſition, if it be conſider'd that this great 
Death of the World to come, or as it is 


| {tiled in the Apocalypſe the ſecond Death, is 


the moſt uſual Senſe of the Death of the 
Soul in Scripture, then let the Effects of 
the Killing the Body be what they will, it 
will ſtill remain true, that Men that can K 
the Body, cannot yet in this Scripture Senſe 
of it Kill the 'Soul, or prevent thoſe very 

FUEL Perſons 
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[ 78 ] 


Perſons who now loſe their Lives by their 


| Malice, from being rewarded, as promis d 


in Scripture with Lie everlaſting. This is 
ſo plainly the Senſe of the Soul that ſons ſball 
die, or of ſaving the Soul from Death, and 
ſuch like Phraſes, that 1 preſume I need 


not ſtand to cite Particulars, to, ſhew that 
this is their moſt. genuine Meaning; which 


if ſo, this Objection is anſwer d. 

It is anſwer'd, ſays CRIxo, l ſo ranch 
to my Satisfaction, that I cannot but won- 
der under what Gamaliel you have made 


ſuch Proficiency in ſo ſhort a Time. 


Even under that, ſays PuiLaN DER, which 
here you behold in my Hand, and which I. 


am daily convinced more and more 1s its 
own beſt Interpreter: tho', to give you 


have, to this Enquiry, but which it is Time 
believe, for the: projent to put a deep to. 


PIALOGUE vm. 


A= it was ſuppos d chere might de foe 
Occaſion for quoting Authors, it was 


for this Purpoſe agreed to withdraw them 


ſelves into the Study, where the Converſa- 


the well-known Parable of Dives and 
Laxa- 


your Due, I am ſomething beholden to 
both of you for preſſing me on, as you 


* 


tion was firſt open'd by THEO HIL us with 


„ 
Lazarus. To this I ſuppoſe, ſays he 
to Philander, you will plead that 1 is but 
a Parable ; but as every Parable muſt have 
a meaning, and this ſeems in particular 
built on the ſeparate State, can it be even 
ſuppos'd, that our Saviour, tho' only in 
Parable, would fo much as give Counte- 
nance to a groundleſs Error? What is this 
therefore elſe than a Kind of a publick 
Acknowledgment, that there is a Founda- 
tion in Reaſon for this Belief: tho' as a 
Doctrine well known, there was no need 
for him to inſiſt on it, or to make 1t like 
others, a Part of his ſtated Inſtructions? 
For „ that this relates,” as is well obſerv'd 
by Dr. Sherlock, [Sherlock on Judgment, 
pag. 154-]-©to the State of good and bad 
en immediately after Death, is very evi- 
dent, eſpecially from that Requeſt which 
the Rich Man made to Abrabam, to ſend 
Lazarus to his Fathers Houſe; For, faith 
he, I have Five Brethren; that they may 
teſtifie to them, leſt they alf come into this 
Place of Torment : which ſhews, that Laza- 
rus was in Abraham's Boſom, and Dives 
tormented in Hell, or Hades, while his 
Brethren were living and revelling on Earth; 
and therefore this can't relate to a general 
Judgment, but ſignifies that State they en- 
tred into as ſoon as they died: And tho 
what 


[ 80 ] 

what is generally ſaid, that we muſt not 
argue from Parables, is very true as to par- 
ticular Circumſtances of the Story, which 
are the Ornaments and Embelliſhments of 
Parables; yet it is as true, that we muſt 

argue from the principal Scope and Deſign 
of "them; and then we may certainly con- 
clude from this Parable ; ; that good and 
bad Men as ſoon as they die, are in a State 
of Happineſs and Miſery ; otherwiſe there 
1s no Foundation for this Parable : For why 
ſhould one be ſent from the Dead to inform 
the Living what Puniſhments bad Men 
ſuffer in the next World, if they ſuffer no- 
thing till the Day of Judgment, which is 
not yet? For in this Cafe ſuch a Meſſenger 
could not be an Eye-witneſs of the Puniſh- 
ment of Sinners; which is the only Thing 
that is ſuppos'd to give ſuch Authority to 
his Teſtimony.” 

It muſt be own'd,, ſays Philander, that 
this looks at firſt very plauſible ; but is not 
quite ſuch invincible Logick as ſome may 
imagine. It is readily. granted Parables 
have their Meaning, and yet we may ſafely 
argue from the Scope and Defign of them ; 
but that it is any Part of the Deſign of his 
to point out the Tyme of future Reward or 
Puniſhment, which is elſewhere pointed out 
to us much more plainly, there is nothing 
in 


11 

in al you have faid that is any Proof of: 
And therefore to infer from hence another 
and prior Time for it, is not only to force 
it to utter a Language it was not made for 
but to ſet our Lord's Teachings at Variance 
one with another. It may be eafily ſeen 
from conſidering the Nature of Par bles, 
that we muſt not examine their Structure 
with too great Nicety, or pretend to raiſe 
Doctrines from every particular Part of 
them. If the Righteous are figured as 
gather'd like I beat into Barns, muſt we 
infer they are laid up there for the ſame 
Deſign? or ſet apart like the good F iſh to 
feed on? If a Parable anſwers its end, it is 
all that's requir'd : Nor will it many times 
bear to be ſtrain'd in the leaſt beyond this. 
And yet ſuch is the Liberty in framing Pa- 
rables, that it is allowable here to ſuppoſe 
pm imagine any thing, to lay the Scene of 

almoſt where we pleaſe, and to in- 
troduce even Speaking Trees, as in that of 
Jotham. [] udges ix. 7, &c. ] And what won- 
der then, if in Order to ſhew the Danger 
of Men's employing their Riches to Lux- 
ury rather than Charity, and the vanity of 
hoping in ſuch Caſe for Relief from Abra- 
ham, he ſhould be here introduced as con- 
futing this Error in Hades, and the Regions 
of Death be ſuppos d for this End as en- 

GS 
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Jivend? This is plainly a Liberty never 
diſputed in Parable, which as before ob- 
ſerv'd has Right to imagine any thing; but 
is by no Means a proper Foundation to 
build our Faith on, or for taking ſuch Re- 
preſentations as Matters of Fat. And 
whereas you alledge, that we muſt not ſup- 
poſe, that our Lord would ſo much as in 
Parable countenance Error, it is ſufficient to 
anſwer, that Parables countenance nothing 

but only the Points that they are brought to 
prove. And beſides, if we further conſider 
the Nature of Parable, which is to figure out 


future Events by feigning paſt ones, in what 


other Manner could this have been framed 
more commodiouſly ? Would you have had 
our Lord, when he had brought them to 
Death, to drop the Parable? Or was it need- 


ful to anſwer his End it ſhould be ſtill con- 


tinued? But how was it poſſible he ſhould 
do this otherwiſe than by making uſe of the 


aforeſaid Liberty? To which may likewiſe 


be added, that this was no more than was 
needful for introducing the Caſe, as here 
done, of the Rich Man's Brethren, and the 
juſt Concluſion drawn from thence by 
Abraham, that they that hear not Moſes 
and the Prophets would not be even 7 
fwaded, tho one ſhould ariſe from the Dead. 
From which without ay raining, I think 


we 


[83] 
we may fairly infer, that if the Dead muſt 
ariſe, as here faid, to appear to the Living, 
and this would as Abraham ſays be inet- 
fectual, in order to anſwer the End here 
propos'd by it, it not only deſtroys the beſt 
Reaſon for ſuch Apparitions, but is no bad 
Proof that there are no ſuch Things. 

_ « You may believe perhaps,” ſays the 
late Dr. Burnet, [State of the Dead pag. 109] 
te that it may be poſſible to prove, from the 
Ghoſts and Apparitions of the Dead, that 
Human Souls, when they throw off this 
Body, immediately aſſume another, by 
Means of which they ſometimes ſhew 
_ themſelves viſible and conſpicuous in a 
Human Shape. I muſt confeſs, that it never 
was evident yet to me, nor could I be con- 
vinced that the Souls of the Dead ever yet 
appear'd, or will appear before the Day of 
Judgment. Genii, 2 or Dæmons, may 
have the Power of condenſing the Air, or 
their proper Vehicles, and forming them 
into Human or Brutal Shapes, and may 
perhaps exerciſe that Power ſometimes, 
eſpecially among barbarous Nations, or Na- 
tions that are half barbarous ; but I believe 
that this is rarely done among us; and that 
among a thouſand Tales of ſuch Apparitions 
we hardly find one true.“ 

I was aware, ſays Tnropnitvs, this 
| FR would 
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[ 34 ] 


would be treated as a Parable; but what 


if I ſhew you that Abrabam is living, out of 


Parable? That I own, fays PHILANDER, 
will be doing ſomething, it you are but able 
to make good your. Words. 

What think you then, ſays Throrhirus, 
of our Saviour's Argument? [Mark xii. 
26, 27.] I am the God off Abraham, and the 
God of JJaac, and the God of Jacob. He is 
not the God of the Dead, but the God of the 
Living. For all live, as St. Luke ſays, 
[Luke xx, 38.] 70 him. 

I am ſo far, fays PjH1LANDER, from look- 
ing on this as a Proof of it, that it appears 
to me a ſtrong Proof of the contrary ; be- 


. cauſe if Abraham, Tfaac and Jacob are livin g 


note, and all other Souls, as you would 
hence inſinuate, then God is not the God of 
the Dead, but the God of the Living, tho 
there be no Reſurrection at all; which is ſo 
far from ſhewing the Force of our Saviour's 
Argument, that according to ſuch Expla- 
nation it has no Force in it. For the Strength 
of our Saviour's Argument lies in this, that 
theſe Perſons were dead at the time God' 
made this Declaration, and that as God is 


not, nor can be, the God of the finally 


Dead, between. whom and him there can 
be no Relation, hut either of ſuch as are, 
or ſhall be Living, i it therefore ſhewws, as our 

| Lord 


25 . 

Lord here ſays, the Dead ſhall riſe. And 
if it be ſaid, but why is God call'd their 
God then while they are Dead? To this 
St. Luke anſwers, that all live to him: Not 
in any ſuch Senſe to be ſure as to ruin the 
Argument, which our Saviour draws from 
hence for a Reſurrection, but that they all 
live to him in his Purpoſe, Deſign and In- 
tention, to whom Things determined, are as 
Things accompliſb d, and Things which are 
not, counted as Things that are. | 

I muſt confeſs, ſays TuropmiLus, that 
you ſeem to have hit fo well on the Senſe of 
this Paſſage, that I am not ſorry I happen d 
to mention it. But what can you make of 
the Words of our Lord to the penitent 
Thief? 

It is fo eaſy, favs PHI1LANDER, to get over 
theſe, and to ſhew them allof a Piece with 
the reſt of our Saviour's Promiſes, that it is 
but pointing the Words a little differently, 
and underſtanding 79 Day to relate to the 
Time of Chriſt's ſpeaking, and not to the 
Time when the Thief ſhould be with him 
in Paradiſe, and the Ob ection is anſwer'd 
at once without any more Trouble, and yet 
the Requeſt of the Thief more than'an- 
ſwer'd too into the Bargain. For as the 
Thief's Requeſt to him was, that he would 
remember him when he came into his King- 


dom, 


„„ | 
dom, or at his judging the quick and the dead 
at his appearing, as St. Paul ſays, [ii Tim. 
IV. I. ] and bis Kingdom : Our Lord, as more 
than granting his Requeſt, inſtead of only a 
Promiſe of future Remembrance, gives him 
for Anſwer a preſent Aſſurance. I do not 
only tell you, as if he had faid ; that I will 
remember you when I come into my King- 
dom, but as a preſent Reward for your un- 
ſhaken Faith, and as a preſent Support 
againſt your approaching Death, I think 

roper to aſſure you now, his very Day, 
that ſees us both expiring on a Croſs, that 
you ſhall be one of thoſe that Hall be with 
me in Paradiſe. Nor is it at all likely from 
the Nature of the Thief's Requeſt, that the 
Thief himſelf would underſtand it other- 
wiſe; or worth while, juſt at that Time, to 
ſet him to rights, if he had. | 

Lou ſeem indeed, ſays TntorPnii us, to 
have got rid of theſe Words pretty dex- 
trouſly ; but what will you T with his 
Dying Words a little afterwards, Father, 
into thy Hands I commend my Spirit? It ap- 
pears to me, ſays PHILANDER, both from 
this, and ſome paralle] Places, that the 
Spirit here mention'd is only that Spirit of 

| Life by which Man was made at firſt a 

Living Soul, and which our Lord here de- 

Polit at Death in the Hands at his N 
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LN! 
till he ſhould be pleas d to reſtore it again 
to him; committing the &eeping of his Sonl 
to him, as St. Peter ſays, [1. Pet. iv.] as 70 
a faithful Creator; and who is able to keep, as 
St. Paul ſays, [ii. Tim. 1. 12.] what is commt- 
ted to him againſt that Day; that well-known 
Day of future Retribution ; [ii Tim. iv. 8.] - 
when they that have kept the Faith, ſhall be 
- crown'd with @ Crown-of Righteouſneſs, and 
redeem'd from the Power of Death to die 
no more. And therefore when he had ſaid 
this, as the Evangeliſt tells us, he gave up 
the Ghoſt, that is, breathed out his Spirit, or 
died. To which may alſo be added as a 
further Anſwer, not only to this, but to your 
laſt Objection, that he not only ſpeaks of his 
Death as a Night that he could not work in: 
but that we likewiſe find him declaring af- 
ter his Reſurrection, [John xx, 17.] that 
he had not yet aſcended to his Father. And it 
mult be allow'd, I believe, a much greater 
and noble Sacrifice to ſuppoſe our Lord and 
Saviour thus to die for us, than meerly to 
make it conſiſt in his leaving his Body, and 
taking a Journey for two or three Days into 
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Paradiſe. 
But what can St. Paul mean then, ſays 
THEOPHIL Us, [ii. Cor. v. 8.] by being abſent 
rom the Body, and preſent with the Lord? 
; | And 


#2. 
And his having a Defire to depart, [Philip. | 
i, 23.] and to be with Chriſt. 

As I cannot ſuppoſe, ſays PufLANDER, 
he means to be inconſiſtent, T can for this 
Reaſon underſtand him no otherwiſe: than, 
as meaning the ſame Time here he does 

elſewhere : and that he therefore connects 
theſe Things with one another, not becauſe 
they immediately follow without an Inter- 
val, but becauſe that Interval is deem'd as 
nothing, and is in Fact with regard to the 
Dead of 0 Account, to whom ſo many 
Years are no more than as ſo many Moments, 
as a Sleep or a Watch in the Night, and the 
Coming of Chrift is alike expeditious to all, 
whether thoſe before the Law, or ſince the 
Goſpel. The Words I grant, will well 
enough bear your Senſe of them, and con- 
ſider d apart by themſelves may ſeem to fa- 

; vour it; but he that duly weighs the 
' Aboſiles Sentiments, both as expreſs'd in his 
' Writings to 7Zheſe and other Churches, muſt 
/ , | plainly ſee this cannot be his meaning; ſince 
even the Antedeluvians according to him are 

not yet made perfect, nor ſhall be, as he ſays, 

[Heb. xi. ult.] i, us; which may alſo 

ſerve as a Proof, that the Spurits of juſt 

Men made perfect, of which we read in the 
ſucceeding Chapter, and which are fo fre- 

quently brought as concluding againſt my 

Opinion, 
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Opinion, are rather when rightly confider'd 


an Argument for it, as not being expreſſive, 


as commonly thought, of their State at 
preſent, but of what it ſhall be at the Re- 


furreftion, when we fhall all be made perfect 


together, and the now ſcatter'd Church be 


conjoin'd in a general Aſſembly. To which 
allow me to add, that even they that believe 


this State, are yet obliged to acknowledge it 
to be far from perfect; and tho they ſome- 
times ſpeak of it in the loftieſt Strains, yet 
when they come to ſhew the Uſe of a Re- 
ſurrection, its Happineſs then is dwindled 
almoſt to nothing, and the Glories of Para- 
diſe laviſh'd and thrown away on ſuch as 
have not Senſes to diſcern them. 


In the Heavenly State, fays one, [Dr. 


Manton on Philip. iii, 11] © there are many 
Objects, which can only be diſcern'd by our 
bodily Senſes, as the human Nature of Chriſt, 

the Beams of the heavenly Manſion, where- 
in the Bleſſed have their Reſidence ; with 
other the Works of God, which certainly 
are offer'd to our Contemplation. Now if 
God find Objects, he will find Faculties: 
How ſhall we ſee elſe thoſe Things which 
are to be ſeen, or hear thoſe Things which 
are to be heard, unleſs we have Bodies and 
Bodily Senſes ? 


« It is only the Soul,” ſays another, [Dr. 


Watts 
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Watts on Death and Heaven, pag. 13.] 
<« enjoys the Delight, and that too only in 
its abſtracted Nature, and pure intellectual 
Capacity ; it is cut off by Death from all 


| that ric Variety of Pleaſure which riſes 


from its Communion with ſo noble a Frame 


as the Body of Man is. It has no Senſes 


to receive the Satisfactions which ariſe from 


the material Part of Heaven : It has no 
Eyes to behold the glorified Fleſh of our 
Lord Jeſus Chriſt; no Ears to hear his 
Voice, no Tongue to converſe with its Sa- 
viour. And tho' we are ſure there is a 
Holy Correſpondence between Chriſt Jeſus 
and ſeparate Souls, for we are faid 70 be 
preſent with the Lord, when wwe are abſent 


from the Body, yet this Correſpondence can- 


not be ſo compleat and glorious, as it ſhall 


be, when with our Eyes we fee ſhall God in 


the Form of a Man.” | 
And again, [pag. 117.] © The Spirits of 
Men are form'd on Purpoſe for Union with 
Bodies, and if they could attain compleat 
Happineſs in the higheſt Degree without 


them, what need would there be of new 


creating their Bodies from the Duſt? Upon 


almoſt in vain.” en. 
And again a few Pages after, [pag. 181.] 


© Doubtleſs there are Pleaſures to be enjoy'd 
> a by 


this Suppoſition the Reſurrection muſt ſeem 


[ 91 } 
by compleat human Nature, by imbody'd 
Souls, which a mere ſeparate Spirit is not 


capable of. Is it not Part of the Bleſſedneſs 


of Human Spirits to enjoy mutual Society, 
and to hold a pleaſing Correſpondence with 
each other? But whatſoever be the Means. 
and Methods of that Correſpondence in a 


ſeparate State, ſurely it wants ſomething of 


that compleat- Pleaſure and ſenſible Inti- 
macy, which they ſhall be made Partakers 
of, when they ſhall hold noble Communion 
in their Bodies raiſed from the Duſt, and 
refined from every Weakneſs. Is it not 
the Happineſs of the Saints in Heaven to 
ſee their glorify'd Saviour ? But even this 


Sight is and muſt be incompleat, till they 


are endued with Bodily Organs again. 
What Converſe ſoever the Spirits of. the 


Juſt have with the glorified Man Teſus, 
while they are abſent from the Body, yet 


am perſuaded it is not, nor can it be ſo full 


and perfect in all Reſpects, as it ſhall be at 
the general Reſurrection. They cannot now 
ſee him Face to Face in the literal Senſe, and 
they wait for this exalted Pleaſure, this im- 
mediate and beatifick Sight. J | himſelf 
yet waits, tho the Worms have deſtroyed: his 
Boah, till that glorious Hour, when in his 
Fleſh he ſhall ſee God, even God his Redeemer, 
who ſhall land at the laſt Day on the Earth. . 

Not 
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[92] 


Not only all the Saints on Earth, who 


have received the Fi rſt Fruits of the Spirit, 


wart for the Adoption, that is, the Redemption 
of the Body; but the Saints in Heaven alſo 


live there, waiting till the Body be redeem'd 


from the Grave, and their Adoption ſhall 


appear with illuſtrious Evidence : when they 


ſhall all look like the Sons of God, like 
Jeſus, the Firſt Beloved and the Firſt Born. 


The Spirits above, how perfect ſcever they 


are in the Joys of the ſeparate State, yet 
wait for thoſe endleſs Scenes of unknown 
Delight that ſhall ſucceed the Reſurrection. 
And there is abundant Reaſons for it, to 
be drawn from the Word of God ; for the 
Scripture ſpeaks but very little concerning 
tbe Bleſſedneſs of jeparate Souls, in compariſon 
of the frequent and large Accounts of the 
Glory. and Triumph that ſhall attend the 
Feund of the laſt Trumpet, and the great 
R:fng Day. Tt is to this bleſſed Honr'that 


the Apoftles in their Writings are always. 


directing the Hope of the Saints. They 
are ever pointing to this glorions' Morning, 


as the Seaſon when they ſhall receive their 


Reward and their Prize, their promis'd Joy 
and their Crown; as tho' all that they had 
receiy'd before in their State of Separation, 


were hardly to be named in Compariſon of 
that mort exceeding and eternal Weight of 


additional 


an 
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additional Glory” Would one imagine 
Immortaliſts ſhould talk in this manner! 
But who can keep themſelves from Incon- 
ſiſtencies, when attempting to reconcile ir- 
reconctleable Things ! 

And yet this Doctrine ſays CRITo, ob- 
tain'd in the Church very early. 


It did, ſays PHILAN DER, and has been ſo 


tenderly nurs'd there, that it has almoſt 
juſtled out the Reſurrection, and not a little 
perplex'd the great Scheme of our Chriſtian 
Redemption: And what wonder indeed, 


when it looks with ſo friendly an Aſpect, 


that it requires a narrow Inſpection to ſee 
it otherwiſe, as we ourſelves are an evident 
Inſtance. 

Vou argue ſays C RI To, in this Caſe, with 
ſo much Authority, that tho the Laws of 
Philoſophy ſeem to run ſtrongly againſt you, 


J muſt confeſs that Theology ſeems to ad- ; 


judge you the Prize. 


The Philoſophy of Souls, fays Pill An DER, | 


is ſo abſtruſe, and the Philoſophers here fo 
intangled, confuſed, and divided, that tho 
they have very well ſhewn, that as Men we 


are wondroufly made, and as ſome of them 


rightly concluded, for future Exiſtence; yet 


as the Manner of this was what their Was” 


fon could never attain to, and what muſt 
therefore, if ev ver, be learnt in a different 
. School, 
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School, it evinces at once both the Vorib 
and the Truth of the Goſpel, as might be ca- 
ſily ſhewn, were there Time for it, more at 
large. But it is Time for us now, I believe, 
to adjourn till to Morrow. 

When 1 ſhall expect you, ſays Tnro- 
pull us, to meet at my Houſe. To which 


agreeing the Conference ended. 
DIALOGUE. 
1 S the Morning was agreeably Shady, 


after two or thee Turns in Theephilus 8 
Garden, it was propos d by CRITo to fit 
in the Arbour, in which being ſeated Txto- 
PHILUs began as follows. 

Tam amazed, ſays he to Philander, when 
I come to reflect on your Evidence, that I 
could overlook it ſo long as I have done. 
There is one Objection however that I 
have not mention'd, and which appears to 
be ſomething conſiderable. It is taken 
from the Account St. Paul gives us of his 
being caught up to the-third Heaven, and Pa- 
radije ; from which it is not only inferr'd, that 
theſe two are two different Places, and the 
latter eſpecially meant of the ſeparate State, 
but alſo that the Soul is capable of celeſtial 
Pleaſures, and can partake of Enjoyments 
of hrs Kind without a Body, he receiving 


theſe 


[95] 
theſe Viſions at a Time as he tells us twice 
over, when whether he was in, or out of 
the Body he could not tell; that is, as ſome 
conceive when he was ſtoned at Lyra, and I 
drawn out of the City, gr. os'd to be dead, I 
or according to others at his firit Conver- = 
fion, when he was three Days without Sight, _— 
and neither did eat nor drink. | 1 

As to the firſt of theſe Inferences, replies 
PuILANDER, that the third Heaven, and : 
| Paradiſe are different Places, and that the | 4 
latter of theſe is the Manſion of ſeparate 
Souls, it is I know an Inference which 
ſome have drawn from it, tho' as others 
think without any ſufficient Reaſon. 1 I grant 
indeed the Words of the Apoſtle do ſeem to : 
intimate a certain Difference, or that the 1 
third Heaven and Paradiſe are not. in all 4 
Reſpects one and the ſame; but then they 
may differ no otherwiſe than as the Garden 
of Eden did from that Eden in which it was 
en or as the moſt ſplendid and glorious 
Part of any Region does from the Reſt of 
the Region around it. This I cannot but 4 
think the moſt eaſy and natural Senſe of it, | 
that he was not only rapt to the 7hird Hea- 14 
ven, which muſt no doubt afford Scenes of 14 
a very extraordinary Nature, but even into 14 
the Paradiſaical and moſt bliſsful Part of | 
it, the City, Court, and Paradiſe of God; 
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but which that it isany Part of the Domains 
of Death, or intended to ſignify Scenes of 
inferiour Happineſs, I fee nothing at all in 
the Scriptures to tempt our Belief of, but 
rather Reaſons that lead to the Contrary. 
And as for the other Inference, that Souls 
are Capable of ſeparate Happineſs without a 
Body, it is not only an Inference, the 
Abpojile's Words will hardly bear, but ſuch 
as falls ſhort of the Proof of a ſeparate State 
if they would ; as what has been, or may 
be, on ſpecial Occaſions 1s one Thing, and 
what is common, or ſhall be another. Nor 
does it ſeem any Part of the Apoſtles Doubt, 
whether he was alive or dead at the Time 
he had theſe Nevelations: but only whether 
he had them bodily, or only mentally, by 
Way of Trance, as we call it or Extaſie. 
Fou are very dextrous ſays CRITo, in 
warding off all the Proofs for Immortality ; 
but what after all do you make of the 
Human Soul? Is it only the Life of 
the Body, or ſomething diſtinct from it? 
That's a Queſtion, I own, ſays PHIL Ax- 
DER, I am not prepar'd for. I will not 
pretend to be wiſe beyond what's written, 
nor will I darken Counfel by Words with- 
out Knowledge. As God has plainly re- 
veal d a Reſurrection, I can leave it to him 
to perform 1 it without knowing further; nor 
e | do 
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do ] doubt in the leaſt but our Natures will 
well correſpond with it, tho it is not re- 
veal'd to us how. If I ſhould aſk you, what 
Life is, perhaps you'd be puzzled to tell me, 
tho' you ſee and experience the Effects f 
it every Day. * We 
It is very true, ſays Tuxophirus, we 
know ſo little, even how to account what 
we experience daily, that in all Caſes of this 
Kind we ought to rehe on the Scriptures, 
and ſhould not preſume to ramble beyond 
———_— 

As they have then brought us, ſays 
Cklro, once more on the Stage of the 
World, ſuppoſe we go on to enquire what 
Stage they conduct us to next? 
With all my Heart, ſays PaiLAanpeR, 
but here I reſign to THROHHLus to take 
the Speaker's Place on him. once again. 
Let me then reſume it, ſays TyeopnILUs, 
by Acknowledging firſt to Philander, that 
with Regard to the Point we have been 
laſt debating, I am ſo much the wiſer for 
Him. We have been now for ſome Time 
among the ſilent Dead, ſleeping quietly, and 
without any Impatience, till their Re- 
deemer ſhall come to awake them: which 
tho we were not inclined to aſſent to at 
firſt ſetting out. I believe we are ſatisfyd 
now is the Doctrine of Scripture, and a 

H Doctrine 
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[ 98 ] 
Doctrine that ſeems to ſuit with every Part 
of it. 1 ſuppoſe I need not prove the Re- 
ſurrection, nor indeed can I think it a Mat- 
ter that ſtands in need of it, if we either 
rightly conſider the Nature of God, or of 


Man: And that every moral Proof for a 


future Recompence is on the preſent Scheme 


a Proof of the Point before us. But how- 


ever needleſs it may be to prove this, it may 
be uſeful perhaps to take a brief Survey of 
it, if it be only to ſhew us the Benefits 
thence ariſing, and which Philander has 
juſt replaced in their proper Light. For it is 


not now to be look d on as only a trifling Ad- 


dition; our all of future Happineſs depends 


on it; nor need we therefore to wonder the 


Goſpel ſhould lay ſuch a Streſs on it; the 
Reſtorer of Life appears an endearing Cha- 
rater; and the aboliſhing Death an Affair 
of the utmoſt Im — But our Lord 
did not merely come that we might have 
Life, but that we might have it as he ſays, 


more abundantly : that we might have it re- 


ſtor d with Advantage, and with ſeveral, 
and glorious Improvements. ½ 15 um, 
fays the Apoſtle, in Corruption, it is raiſed in 


Incorruption : It is fon in Diſhonour, it is. 


raiſedin Glory : It is ſown in Weakneſs, it is 
Fa, in Power : It is ſeven à natural Body, 


it is Fat iſed a n Body Theſe are Ex- 


preſſions | 


[99] 
preſſions, which how unable ſoever we may 
be to attain the full Senſe of, are yet ex- 
preſſive, as muſt be ſeen at firſt Sight of a 
much noble Life than the preſent. For then 
ſhall bis Corruptible put on Incorruption, and 
this Mortal put on Immortality, and then 
ſhall be brought to paſs the Saying that. is 
written, Death is fwallowed up in Victory. 
Then ſhall theſe our vile Bodies, theſe Bo- 
dies of our Humiliation, be form'd and 
taſhion'd like Chriſts glorious Body, and ſhine 
as the Sum in the Kingdom of our heavenly 
Father; as the Brightneſs of the Firmgment, 
and as the Stars for ever and ever. Inſtead. 
of weak and feeble, as at preſent, we ſhall 
then be as Angels that excell in Strength: 
and this our natural, and earthy Fabrick be 
changed to Heavenly, Spiritual, and Ange- 
lich. For theſe are alſo celgſtial Bodies, and 
Bodies gerręſtrial: But the Glory of hee. 
leftial is one, and the Glory of the Terreſtrial 
is another. And as we have born the 
Image of the Earihy, we ſhall alſo bear 
the Image of the Heavenly Not that all the 
Dead ſhall riſe thus cloathed with Glory, or 
bear the Image of the beavenly Adam; for 
there is a twofold Reſurrection, one of 
the Juſt, and one of the Unjuſt, of the 
former only of which we muſt here under- 
ſtand the pl as it is not likely that any 
H 2 E ſuch 
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ſuch Honour ſhall fall to the Share of tlie 
1 

There are ſeveral Queſtioris frequently 
ſtarted here, but which, tho of great Per- 
plexity, ſeem but of ſmall Utility. Some 
are for ſuppoſing the Reſurrection of the 
Juſt a thouſand Years before that of the 
Unjuſt, and for introducing between them 
a thouſand Years Reign of raiſed Saints; 
which according to ſome is extended to 400 
in general, but according to others to Mar- 
tyrs and Confeſſors only. Some again make 
this precede the Conflagration, and others on 
the contrary to follow after it; but both 
Sides labour under ſtrong Objections, very 
eaſy to ſee, but that pete om eme 
to anſwer.. 

I am fo little paints, Gays Cars, 
with theſe Opinions, that if it would not 
detain us too long, I ſhould be glad of a 
little more Knowledge of them. 

They ſeem, ſays TnzoPniLus,” to have 
riſen chiefly, and as ſome think wholly from 
the following Paſſage ¶ Rev. xx. 1, &c. ] Arid 
T ſaw an Angel come down from Heaven, ha- 
ng the Key of the bottomleſs Pit, and a Chain 
In Pig Hand. And he laid hold on the Dragon 
that old Serpent, which is the Devil and Satan, 
and bound him a thouſand Years, and caſt him 
into the bottomleſs Pit, and ſhut him up, T 
IL a bf 
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| 15 a Seal upon bim, that 1 ſhould decei ve the 


Nations no more, till the 1000. Years ſi ould 
be fulfilled: And after that he muſt be looſed 
à little Seaſon. And I ſaw Thrones, and they 


ſat upon them, and Judgment was given unto 


them: And I ſaw the Souls of them that were 
beheaded for the Witneſs of Jeſus, and for the 


Word of God, and which had not worſhipped 


the Beaſt, neither his Image, neither had re- 
ceived his Mark on their Foreheads, or in their 
Hands; and they hv d and reign'd with Chriſt 
2 1000 Years. But the reſt of the Dead lived 
not again untill the 1000 Years were finiſhed. 
This is the ſirſt Reſurrection. Bleſſed and 
Holy is he that hath Part in the firſt Reſur- 
rection: on ſuch the ſecond Death hath no 
Power, but they ſhall be Prieſts of God, andof 
Chriſt, and ſhall reign with hima 1000 Years. 


And when. the 1000 Nears were expired, Satan 
ſhall be. logſed out | of the Priſon, and ſhall go 


out to decerve the Nations, which are in four 
Quarters of the Earth, Gog and Magog, to ga- 
ther them together to Battle: the: Number « 

whom 1s as the Sand of the Sea. And they 


ent up on the Breadth of the Earth, and com- 
| paſs'd the Camp of the Saints about, and the be- 
loved City: and Fire came down from God out = 


of Heaven, and devoured tbem. 
This the Millennaries contend is to be 


underſtood in a /iteral Senſe; and to this 
H z | Re- 
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Reſarrection are they wont to refer all that 
is any where faid of the new Heaven, and 


the new Earth, of the Reſurrection of the 


of and of the new Feruſalem ; which is 
ere meant, as they ſay, by the beloved City, 
in which the Saints then raiſed from the 
Dead ſhall teign with Chriſt for the Space, 
as St. John here ſays, of a thouſand Years. 
But then if this be ſuppos'd before the Con- 


fagration, or before the Deſtruction of the 


Heavens and Earth which are now, [ii. Pet. 
3. 7-] it neither agrees with the Scriptures, 
nor yet with the Reaſon of Things. For 
to what End ſhould the Saints be rais'd to 
tive in this World, before the Wicked are 
all deſtroy'd out of it? Or where ſhall we 
find out Scats for their Reception? Seats 
worthy, or any way proper for ſuch a Pur- 
poſe ? Or that it ſhall be worth their while 
to be rais'd to enjoy? And what even more 
than Madneſs muſt feize the Nations to at- 
tempt to war with this immortal Army : or 
to lay Siege to this heavenly City ? And this 
too, even during the Time of the Day of 
Judgment, and in the very Face, as one 
may ſay of the Judges, who according to 


BY 


ſome ſhall refide there, or according to 


others, appear in his Glory in View of the 
Earth, the vifible Deity, and auguſt King. 
And if we ſuppoſe it on the other Hand 
WY _ after 


I 


| | [ 103 ] 
after the Conflagration, and the Perdition, as 
St. Peter ſays, of ungodly Men, and in that 
new Earth wherein diwelleth Righteouſneſs, it 
muſt puzzle us to account for theſe Na- 
tions of Sinners, or for the letting Satan looſe 
from his Confinement, as is here ſaid, 0 
go out to decerve them. 2 — 
Theſe are Things that ſeem to militate 
| ſtrongly againſt the Millennaries, or againſt 
a Millennium in any ſuch Senſe as they con- 
tend for, let them place it wherever they 
will. There is nothing indeed irreligicus 
in modern Chi/:aſm, and I am ſo far from 
grudging the Martyrs this Prebeminence, 
that I could very readily give into his Opi- 
nion, if it was not encumbred with ſo many 
Difficulties, and ſome of them ſuch as ap- 
pear to be unſurmountable. And yet it is 
certain theſe Words do foretel a Millennium 
in ſome Senſe, or in ſome Senſe relate to a 
 Millennial Kingdom, or to ſome ſuch Ręſur- 
rection of the Chriſtian Church, as in which 
the Sauls of the primitive Martyrs ſhall ſeem 
reuiv'd, and the Power of Vice and Anti- 
chriſt be ſo aboliſn d, that all tbe Kingdom: 
of the World ſhall become the Kingdoms of our. 
God and of his Chriſt, and the Kingdom and 
Dominion, as deſcrib'd in Daniel, | vii, 27.] 
And the Greatneſs of the Kingdom under- the 
whole Heaven, ſhall be given to the People of 
| the 


1104 
the Saints of the moſt High, whoſe Kingdom i is 
an everlaſting Kingdom, and all Domi nions 


ſhall ſerve and obey him. 


And theſe, no doubt, muſt be . aut 


glorious Times, beyond any the World has 


ever yet experienced, and be as St. Paul ſays, 


Rom. xi, 15.] as Life from the Dead, or as 
a Kind of Reſurredion of the Church in this 


World; expreſs'd here by a Ręſurrection of 


Souls, and a firſt Reſurrection, in Order per- 
haps to diſtinguiſh it from that true and 


proper one, and that yet more perfect Reno- 


vation of Things that follows after it; as the 
Camp of the Saints, and which ſeems to con- 
fine it to the Church yet 'mil:tant, may be 
alſo a Mark to diſtinguiſh this beloved Ciiy 
from the City of God, prepar'd for the 
Church triumphant; and the prior Reign 
for the Term of «1000 Nears, from that of 
Reigning for ever and ever. © 

'You will preſently ſee why I diſtinguiſh 
theſe Things, and that it has been chiefly 


_ owing to the Want of this, that Men have 


been ſo perplext and divided, with regard 
to theſe Things as they have been. The 
Chiliafts have much to ſay, and much their 
Adverſaries : and if in ſome Parts of the 
Argument Vietory ſeems on one Side, it 
ſeems in others again on the other. For that 
God. will have a „ on Earth, not 

only 
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onl; y before, but even after the true Reſur- 
rection, is not merely an Inference from 
ſome obſcure and more myſtical Paſſages; 
but from the general Stream and Current 
of the Scriptures; not indeed upon Earth 
in the preſent degenerate State of it, but in 
the Earth renew'd and purg' d from every 


Curſe, and ſuch as is not confin'd to the 
Term of a 1000 Years, but may continue 
for ought we know to all Eternity, neither 

ſubject to any Invaſions from Gog's or Ma- 


gog s, or any Satanick Attempts whatſoever. 


The Words of St. Peter, are ſo clear in this 


Caſe, that it is impoſſible for us to fix any 
Senſe on them, without involving ourſelves 


in a Labyrinth of Difficulties, that we ſhall ' 


find it very hard to get out of. 

The Adverſaries of this Opinion,” fays 
Dr. Burnet, [State of the Dead, pag. 260.] 
convert into Allegories whatever has been 
ſaid by the Prophets concerning this new 
Heaven, and this new Earth, and ſo pre- 
tend to elude it; but the foreſaid Diſcourſe 
of St. Peter about theſe ſame new Heavens 
and new Earth, can by no Strength of hu- 
man Underſtanding, and no human Art, be 


reſolv'd into Allegories, or wreſted from the 
literal Senſe. It is  expreſly ordain'd, and 


induſtriouſly inſtituted, to ſhew the mutable 
Na ature of Things, and, a, ſucceflive three- 
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fold World ; I mean the natural World; 
concerning which the Diſpute was with ; 
thoſe Scoffers. And it is remarkable, that | 
| by the Words Heaven and Earth, the He- (| 
brews underſtood the viſible World, or the 
Nature of Things. But let us, if you pleaſe, | 
take a View of the Words of the Apoftle, 
relating to this Matter. ii Pet. 3, 11, 12,13. 
Seeing then that all theſe Things ſhall be 17 | 
ſolv d, what Manner of Perſons ought we to be | 
in all boly Converſation and Gedlineſs; looking | 
for, and haſting unto the Coming of the Day of 
God, wherern the Heavens being on Fire, ſhall 
be diffets#d, and the Elements ſhall melt wwith 
fervent Heat. Nevertheleſs we, according to 
his Promiſe, loo for new Heavens, and à nete 
Earth, wherein dawelleth Righteouſneſs. | 
There are ſeveral Things in this Diſcourſe 
of the Apoſtle, which compar'd with what 
precedes it, plainly diſcover, that the Words 
net Heaven and new Earth, are confin'd in 
their Signification to the viſible and natural 
World : Firſt, the Foree, the Uſe, and the 
Signification of the ſame Words, or of the 
ſame Phraſeology, in the Verſes that are 
antecedent to it; Secondly, the very Form, 
Structure, and Context of the Speech, by 
which this Renovation is expreſs'd ; and 
laſtly, the Time of which it relates. All 
thefe are fo many Witneſſes, which prove 
BUS that 


{ 167 ] 
thatthe Apoſtle here ſpeaks of material and 
real, and not imaginary and allegorical Earth 
and Heavens. As for the firſt Proof of this, 
the ſame Diction, of the ſame Manner of 
Speaking, no leſs than twice occurs to us 
in this very Chapter. In the fifth Verſe of 


it we have, the Earth and the Heavens which. 


formerly were, of which are paſt, that is to 
fay, the antediluvian World. In the ſeventh 
Verſe we have, the Earth and the Heavens 
which note are, that is, which are preſent to 
us, or the Poſt-diluvian World. Laſtly, in 


the thirteenth Verſe we find, the mew Hes. 


vens, and new Earth, that are to come, that 
is, after the Conflagration. But now ſinee, 
by the Conſent of all, he Heavens and the 
_ Earth, both in the fifth and the ſeventh 


Verſe, are to be underſtood literally of the 


material and natural Frame and Structure of 
the Earth and Heavens, I would fain know 
by what Right, or by what Rule of inter- 
preting, we can be juſtify'd in wreſting of 
the very fame Words, or the very ſame Ex- 
preſſion, in the ſame Chapter, in the ſame 
Context, in the Continuation of the ſame 
Argument, to a foreign Signification? So 
that by the firſt and ſecond Paſſage, we un- 
derſtand the natural World ; but a figura- 
tive and allegorical World by the third 
Paſſage; and this without the leaſt Mark 


from 


[168] 
from the Author, that he has chang'd his 
Style, or the leaſt Neceſſity on the Part of 
the ſubject Matter. 

But now Secondly, the Foam of this 
Diſcourſe, and the Manner by which it is 
coherent with, and dependent on what pre- 

cides it, both equally teſtfy the ſame Thing. 
Alfter the Apoſtle had qeferiby d the Burning 
of the preſent World, he adds, But, or ne- 
wvertheleſs wwe expect new Heavens, and a new 
Earth. He ſubſtitutes theſe new Heavens 


and this new Earth in the Room of thoſe © 


that were burnt and periſh'd, theſe then 
mult be of the ſame Kind with thoſe that 
periſh'd, that is to ſay, material, and not 
allegorical; which is the ſame Thing as if 
the Apoſtle had ſaid, tho I preſent Heavens 
and the preſent Earth muſt one Day periſh, 
as we have already explain'd to you; yet 
here will not be an abſolute End, (which 
5 perhaps you ſuſpe&,) but only a Renova- 
tion of all Things; for we expect, accord- 
Ing to the Promiſe which we have receiy'd 
from God, that other Heavens, and another 
Earth, in which the Righteous ſhall dwell, 
will ſucceed thoſe which are now. But 
thirdly and laſtly, ſince this new World, or 
this Renovation, be it what it will, is not to 
appear till after the general Conflagration, 
we may certainly infer from the Time, that 


by 


[ 209 ] bh 
by this Renovation cannot be underſtood 
any evangelical Renovation, (as our alle- 
gorical Adverſaries are pleas'd to aflert,) or 
any other in this Life. And theſe Argu- 
ments, unleſs I am miſtaken, prove unan- 
ſwerably, that the Heavens and Earth, in 
this Diſcourſe of the Apoſtle, are to be taken, 
according to the genuine Force of — 
and the manifeſt Nature of the Thing.“ 


DIALOGUE, X. 


o have heard, ſays Tusernn be- c 
the Arguments of Dr. Burnet, for 
underſtandin g St. Peters neu Heauen and 
Earth, in the moſt obvious and literal Senſe 
of them: and ſo far as this, I believe, muſt 
allow that he argues juſtly. But when he 
comes to apply theſe Things to his Millen- 
mum, he is then obliged to produce Gog and 
Magog out of the Mud, which makes the 
whole but a muddy Hypotheſis. Others again, 
on the contrary, are foronly a moral Change: 
here, and that all that is meant by this ne 
Earth and Heavens, has only regard to the 
Jenes Reſtoration, or to their Converſion to- 
wards the End of the World, and the flv 
ing in of all Nations unto them: or that theſe 
new Heavens and Earth mean only the 
hens en State, in either a ver, as now, or 
a 
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[110 
a, higher Degree of Perfection, as it ſhall 


be at this future Converſion. But this is 


giving ſuch a wretched Senſe of them, that 
by the ſame Way of interpreting we may 
explain away every Promiſe of future Hap- 
pineſs in all the Scriptures : nor indeed will 


the Words of St. Peter bear this Senſe of 


them, orallow us to underſtand them of any 
thin g antecedent to the Coming, as there ex- 
preſs d, of the Day of God. Whether there- 
tore we take up with one, or the ether of 
theſe Expoſitions, we find ourſelves pinch'd 
and gravell d with many Difficulties, and a 
certain. Something within us remonſtrates 


this is not the Senſe of them: A new Hea-- 


ven and Earth, and ſuch as wherein dapells 
Righteouſneſs, and a much more perfect 
State than any in this World, ſeems plainly 
here foretold by the Apoſtle, a a, State be- 
longing to the Juſt in general, and in every 
Age and State of the Church whatever. 

Let us then take the Words in this moſt 
natural Senſe of them, and inſtead of ap- 
plying them to St. John's Millennium, let us 
go on to apply them to a State ſtill future; 
and we may then underſtand them in the 
fulleſt Senſe of them, and at the ſame Time 
free ourſelves from much Perplexity. For 


St. Peter has nothing to do with St. 70% 


Millennium, nor was it to his Purpoſe to 
concern 


E ] ; 


concern himſelf with it, or to take Notice 


of any other Scripture Promiſes than ſuch 
as relate to the Righteous in general; but 
it being the Province of St. Jahn to treat of 


the Chriſtian Church in every Stage of it 


from firſt to laſt; he firſt deſcribes its Op- 
preſſion under Antichriſt ; then its Delive- 
rance in the ficſt Reſurrection, or the 
millennial Reign of the Saints; and then 


after he has placed the Judge on the Throne 


of Judgment, and rais'd the Dead at the 
End of this Millennium, he introduces at 
laſt the new Heavens and Earth of St. Peter, 
but without either Gogs or Magogs to raiſe 
Diſturbances, ' or any limited Time of Da- 
ration, and leaving the Juſt in the happy 
Poſſeſſion of this new World, he then cloſes 


the Scene as St. Peter had done before him, 


and drops the Curtain on the Fate of Man. 
This is what appears to me to be the 
Scripture Syſtem, and to agree with the 
Letter of Scripturè the beſt of any: and as 
it helps us ſo eaſily over the principal Diffi- 
culties, we muſt not complain if ſome little 
ones ſtill remain, or ſome few Phraſes that 


we can't ſee the full Senſe of. Nay, it is fo 
far adapted indeed to every Party, that it 


gives them every. Thing the moſt valuable 


in their ſeveral: Syſtems, or that they can 


think it worth. while to contend for. If it 
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Is earneſtly pleaded by ſome; that St. Jobn's 
Millennium means only a more proſperous 
State of the Church in this World: it is 


here explain d according to their Liking. 
If others inſiſt on the literal Senſe of certain 


Scriptures, as containing a Promiſe the Juſt 


hall inherit the Eartb, and all the Joys of 


the divine Jeruſalem: it is granted them 
here in the fulleſt and propereſt Senſe of it. 
And if others, diſdaining all temporal and 
tranſient Enjoyments, pant after the eternal 
Delights of Heaven and Paradiſe, or the En- 
joyments of God, and Chriſt, and Saints, 
and Angels: the new Heavens and Earth 


of the Scriptures have all that they wiſh for; 


nor can even their own favourite Syſtem, 
. them with more. 
The Church ſhall veign, as is foretold, 


in this World, and the Power of Antichriſt. 


be cruſh'd and broken. The Deliverer ſhall 
caine out of Sion, and ſhall turn away ungod- 
lineſs' from Jacob; he ſhall reſtore*the King- 
dum to the Houſe of 1ſrael, and reign as King 
on the Throne of his Father David; and B 
only be own'd and rever'd as the King 


the Jews, but as the Prince of the Kings * | 


the Earth. All the Prophecies ſhall receive 


their Accompliſhment, and the ance ſuffer- 


ing Chri/t ſhine the gloriouſſy reigning 


_ See then here amillenial King- 


dom! 
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dom ! but not of the Dead; but of Saints 
as yet living in this World: and a Millen- 
num ſo far from hurtful to Chriſtian 
Princes, that it ſhall be the Strength and 
Glory of their ſeveral Kingdoms! A King- 


dom typical of one yet more glorious, and 


of a much more perfect Renovation of all 


Things e're long to ſucceed, when he that 


fits on the Throne ſhall ſay, I make all 


Things new; And be that overcometh ſhall 


inherit all Things, and I will be his God, and 
he ſhall be my Son. When the Meek ſhall in- 
herit the Earth, (the new Earth wherein 
dwelleth Righteouſneſs,) and ſhall delight 
themſelves in the abundance of Peace. And 
the new Jeruſalem ſhall deſcend from Hea- 
ven, the continuing City to come, ¶ Heb. xiii. 
14.] the Jeruſalem which is above, [Gal. iv. 
26.] and which cometh down out of Heaven 


from God, [ Rev. iii. 12.] and the Tabernacle 


of God ſhall be with Men [xxi. 4.] And 

there ſhall be no more Curſe : but the Throne of 
God and of the Lamb ſball be in it; and his 
Servants ſhall ſerve him. And they ſhall ſee 
bis Face; and his Name ſhall be in their Foree 
beads. And there ſhall be no Night there, and 
they need no Candle, neither Light of the Sun; 


for the Lord God giveth them Light : and they 
ball reign for ever and ever. [xXit. 3, 4, 5.] 


This ſome ſay indeed, is the mil ennial 
I 0 Crty 
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City, or a City that ſhall come out of Hea- 
ven to grace the Millennium: while others | 
contend it is only that earthly Jeruſalem, i 
| that ſhall be rebuilt at the Jews Reftoration. 
1 But if it is not meant of the „nal Seat 
q of Happineſs, or the future Habitation of 
| Juſt Men made perfect, it will be hard I ima- 
I gine to find where this is treated of, or 
where the Scripture promiſes. any Thing 
more magnificent, than what is apparently 
comprehended in this Jeruſalem. For it is 
| apparently join'd with the moſt glorious 
1 Promiſes of enjoying the Preſence of God, 
and that for ever. The Wicked of all 
Kinds are excluded out of it, and affign'd 
{ their Portion in the Lake of Fire, which is. 
expreſly declar'd to be the ſecond Death. It 
is twice proclaim'd that theſe Sayings are 
true and faithful. And as it is declar'd on 
one Hand, which ſeems to prove it of uni- 
verſal Concernment, Bleſſed are they that do 
his Commandments, that they may kave Right 
to the Tree of Life, and may enter in thro the 
Gates into the City: So it is expreſly declar'd, 
on the other Hand, that if any Man ſhall. 
take away from the Words of the Book of this 
Prophecy, God ſhall take away his Part cut of” 
the Book of Life, and out of the holy City, and 
from the Things which are written im this. 


Bok. But how is this to be done if we 4 
i; | have . 
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have no Concern with it, and it belongs 
only to Martyrs, or ſuch as are yet unborn? 
In ſhort whatever Men mean by this, when 
engaged in Controverſy, yet when out of 
Controverſy, all agree on all Sides, to bor- 


row their beſt Accounts of future mann | 


from what is ſaid in the Scriptures relatin 
to this new World, and to this holy an 


heavenly City, nor can they mention a Pro- 


miſe in Scripture of any Thing greater, or 
more ſublime, as I obſerved but * now, 
than is here to be found. 

And © there is certainly,” as one ſays, 
[ Hort's Sermon on the Kingdom of Chriſt.] 
no Kind of Necęſſity for our being removed, 
at any Fime, from this our proper World 
to another, ſince Gd can render this World 


as happy as he pleaſes, his Preſence being 


infinite, and his Glory capable of being diſ- 
play d in ten thouſand Worlds as well as in 
one; and in this World of ours as well as 
in any other Part of the Univerſe. Beſides, 

if this Removal were to take place, and we 
were to be tranſplanted to ſome one Part of 
the Univerſe, ſuppos d to be happy in a pe- 
culiar Manner, our World would then be 


rendered uſeleſs, and a Void be left in 
God's Works: Nay, on this Suppoſition, 


as all other intelligent Creatures, who in 


the Scale of Being are ſuperior to us, would 


2 have 
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bave an equal Title, atleaſt, to this one happy 
Place, all other Parts of the Univerſe would 


be deſerted. From theſe Conſiderations I 
am.inclin'd to believe, that the Kingdom of 
God, as it reſpects Mankind, ſhall even in 
its moſt perfect State be enjoy d here. And, 
as far as I can perceive, the holy Scriptures 
favour this Opinion; for St. Peter tells us, 
that even after the Diſſolution of the Ele- 

ments by Fire, we are to expect new Hea- 
vens and a newEarth wherein dwelleth Righte- 
ouſneſs. This however I have no doubt of, 
that the Kingdom of God, fo long as it 
continues under the Adminiſtration of Chrift, 
{hall be enjoy'd upon Earth.” | 
1 pretend not here to ſettle every nicety, 

nor am I diſpos'd to diſpute or contend 
about every Trifle. The Tree or the Water 
of Life ſhall be taken /zterally, or ſuch as 
pleaſe ſhall take them metaphorically; They 
ſhall drink of the zew Wine, if they pleaſe, 
in the Kingdom of God; or, it they pleaſe, 
they ſhall let it alone. Theſe are ſmall Cir- 
cumſtantials that little affect the main 
Syſtem; but that' there ſhall come a Time 
when the Meek ſhall inherit the Earth, and 


God's Will be done on Earth as it is in Heaven, 


it muſt be very imprudent, I think, to diſ-' 
pute away-theſe Things, unleſs we could 
fubſtitute ſomething more grand in their 
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on Purpoſe for us, 
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Room, or feed our Hopes with ſomething 


more ſublime, than a new Creation form'd 


a City of God. 
Troops of Angels, and glorify'd Saints. 
The Judge of all, ——and Jeſus the Medi- 
atour. —— If this will content us, the 
Scripture new World, has all this for us, and 
we muſt be very unreaſonable, if all this 
will not do it. Tet e 2 
As for my Part, ſays CRI ro, it ſatisfies 
me very well. 8 41 
But I muſt own, ſays PHIL AN DER, mine's 
ſuch a roving Fancy, that I can hardly be 
ſatisfy d with only one Norddt. 
I am ſorry, ſays THEO HLLus, that I can- 
not gratify you; but a new Heaven and 
Earth is no ſmall Space to range in, and 
eſpecially one that ſhall have 2 more Sea; 
and methinks when the Power of God is 
engag'd to content us, there can be no great 
Danger of our falling ſhort of it: tho as to 
what Communication may be open'd with 
other Worlds, or what Diſcoveries of them 
then be made to us, what new Improve 
ments there may ſtill be added, or how 
often the Scenes may be changed in the 
Days of Eternity, is what at preſent we 
cannot conjecture, and much leſs pretend 
to determine. The Scripture here thinks 
proper to draw the Curtain: And as all 
5 beyond 
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beyond. this is reſery'd in the Secrets of 


God, I dare preſume to conduct you no 
further. 10 250 tr 
It is enough, fays PrIiLANnDER, I can 
truſt to God: nor do I doubt in the leaſt, 
notwithſtanding my former Expreſſion, but 
that we ſhall be ſatisfied when we awake with 
bis Likeneſs. 1 1 

I have often wondred ſays CRITo, at 
thoſe lofty Phraſes ſo often met with in the 
Jewiſh Prophets, and the pitiful Senſe our 
Expoſitors commonly give of them, as if 


they meant no more than the Return from 
Babylon, or to expreſs the Happineſs of 
theſe goſpel Times : but now I ſee they have 


a further Meaning, and that, as they ſome 
of them plainly point at St. John's Millen- 
24m, they ſome of them ſeem to carry 


our Views ſtill farther, and even to lead us 
at Length to the promiſed zew Land gf the 


. 


ä 
There is no doubt, ſays THROPHLLus, 
but they often point there, and that how- 


ever fulfill'd in a lower Degree in the former, 
their perfect Completion can only belong to 


the latter: when the End of the perfeci 
Man ſhall be perfect Peace, and the King- 


dom of Grace ripen into a Kingdom of 


G M. Fr, 
But there is an Objection to this I had 
2 6 0 | almoſt 
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almoſt forgot to mention ; and which tho 
ealily anſwer'd, ſhould not be quite omitted. 
It is that this Kingdom is ſtil'd in the Scrip- 
tures the Kingdom of Heaven; that our 
Saviour ſpeaks of our Reward in Heaven, 


and of laying up for ourſelves Treaſure in 
Heaven; that our Converſation or Citizen- 


ſhip is Ho ht as in Heaven; and our 
future Inheritance as reſerv'd for us in Hea- 


wen; and that we are requir'd to ſet our 


Aﬀections on Things above, and not on 
Things here below on the Earth. But to 
this it is eaſily anſwer'd, that hat is a King- 
dom of Heaven, which is ſet up or erected 
by the God of Heaven, or in which God, 
or the Heavens bear rule, let its Seat be 
whereever it will; and that as to every other 
Part of the Objection, it may be allow'd to 
be true in the ſtricteſt and propereſt Senſe 
of it, without claſhing any Way with this 
Hypotheſis ; that our Reward is at preſent 
in Heaven, and the City of which we are 
Deniſons, and that we ſhould not ſuffer the 
Things now below to engroſs our Affections, 
but ſhould raiſe them to thoſe above, ,where 
God and Chriſt are; and with whom our 
Life, as St. Paul fays, is at preſent hid; but 
ſhall be. reveal'd and made manifeſt at 
Chriſt's appearing, when he ſhall come, as 
foretold, and bring his Reward along with 

| him, 
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him, = | the Feruſalem which is above the 
City which has Foundations, whoſe Builder and 
Maker is God, the heavenly Jeruſalem ſhall 
deſcend from Heaven, and Heaven and 


Earth ſhall Pk but one Society, according 


to his good P 


eaſure, which he has purpos'd in 


bimſelf, that in the Diſpenſation of the fulneſs 
of Times, he might gather together in one all 


Things in Chriſt, both which are in Heaven, 


and which are on Earth, even in bim. 


Epbeſ. i. 9, 10.] 
But are there not ſome Phraſes, ſays 
CRITo, in the Deſcription of this holy City, 


that ſeem to ſuppole it prior to the Day of 


Judgment, notwithſtanding its being here 
repreſented as following after it? 


It is true, ſays THEOPHILUS,, there are 
ſome ſuch Phraſes, nor is it fit we ſhould 


quite overlook them, ſuch as, that theNations 


of them that are ſaved ſhall walk in theLight of 


it; and the Kings of the Earth bring their 


Glory and Honour into it; that the Leaves of 


whe Tree are for the healing of the Nations ; 
and that without are Dogs and Sorcerers, and 
ſuch like, which ſeems to look at firſt as if 
ſuch were ſtill at large, and had not as yet 
receiy'd their final Doom. To which may 
likewiſe be added, that after all this De- 
ſcription we find it promis'd, behold I come 
28 And it is this, I believe, that has 
Co a 


prevail'd with moſt to think this City meant 
of the Millennium, or as deſcriptive of ſome- 
thing. port of our final Happineſs. But it 
is not impoſſible to adjuſt all theſe Things. 


if we do but conſider them with ſome At- 


tention, nor do they ſeem to want 

Thing more than a right Explanation to 
make them agree with the reſt of this ſa- 
cred Deſcription. I would. be far from 
poſitive in Affairs of this Kind, but think 
the following Senſe of theſe Phraſes may 
well be admitted of, as a probable Senſe at 


leaſt, if not the true one. By the Nations 


then of them that are ſaved may be under- 
ſtood all the ſaved of all Nations; and by 
the Kings of the Earth bringing into it their 
Glory and Honour, that all regal Honour 


and Glory ſhall there be concentred. By 


the Leaves of the Tree being for the heal- 
ing of the Nations may be denoted there 
ſhall be no more Sickneſs, as by God's 
wiping away of all Tears, is to be under- 
ſtood there ſhall be no more Sorrow: and 
by without are Dogs and Sorcerers, and ſuch 
like, may be meant no more chan that ſuch 
are excluded out of it, or that none that are 
ſuch ſhall be admitted into it. And as to behold 
I come quickly, being added to this De- 
ſcription, if it be only conſidered as a De- 
ſcription of ſomething future, and as what 


be: is 


„ 

is not to be in Reality till his Coming, we 
ſhall find it no Difficulty to account for 
this, nor need we labour to ſee its Pro- 
priety. 8 


little Difficulty to conceive what can be 
meant by reigning in this new World, where 
there ſhall be none but the Juft to reign 


over; but as this is not peculiar only to this 
. Hypotheſis, we are therefore no farther con- 


cern'd with it, than to uſe our Endeavours 


in common with others, to find the Senſe 


of it. It may therefore mean, in the firſt 
Place, ſome peculiar Honours to be confer d 
on Jews or Chriſtians beyond all others. Or 
it may mean ſome peculiar Pre-eminence 
given to Martyrs, or to thoſe of ſuperior Al- 
| Fainments, and who may be rais'd above 
others as Archangels are above Angels, or 
Kings or Rulers above common Men. Or it 
may only mean to live in a royal Manner, 
or as we ſometimes ſtile it, lite ſo many 
Kings, in the full, perpetual, and ſecure En- 


joyment, of even all the Delights that this 


berrvenly Kingdom can yield, and which are 
more than at preſent can enter our Hearts 
to conceive. If we are generally apt, and 
as commonly thought with good Reaſon, to 
have high Ideas of the firſt Creation before 
it was ſullied and deform'd by Sin, tho' yet 


this 


It may indeed be attended with ſome 
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[123-]. 
this after all was but made for a State 'of 
Probation ; what muſt we think then of 
one made on Purpoſe to recompenee Virtue! 
And as the divine Reward of an approv'd 
Fidelity to that ions. King of Kings, 
and Lord of Lords, to whom be Glory and 


Power everlaſting. But not to muliply any 


more Words on the preſent Subject, as the 
Time now calls on us te make an End, let 
me cloſe with the following Hymn of Dr. 
Watt's, and which is ſo very ſuitable on this 
Occaſion, that J dare ſay it will pleaſe you 
to hear it. It is a Scriptual View of the King- 


dom of God among Men, and exprefs'd in 
the following Terms. . 


I, O, what a glorious Sight appears : 
To our beheving Eyes! . 
The Earth and Seas are paſt away, 


And the old rolling Skies. 


2. From the third Heav'n where God reſides, 
That holy, happy Place, WE 
The new Jeruſalem comes down, 
Adorn'd with ſhinining Grace. 
3. Attending Angels ſhout for Joy, 
And the bright Armies ſing, 
Meortals, behold the ſacred Seat, 
Of your deſcending King. 


Kage 


M [124] _ 
4. The God of Glory down to Men, 
' Removes his bleſt Abode ; 


Men the dear Objects of his Grace, 


Aud be the loving God. 


5. His own foft Hand ſhall wipe the Tears, 
From ev ry weeping Eye, 

And Pains and Groans, and Griefs and Fears, 
And Death itſelf ſhall die. + 


6. How long, dear Saviour, oh how long, 
Shall this bright Hour delay ? 

Fly ſwifter round, ye Wheels of Time, 
And bring the welcome Day. 


To which allow me, fays CriTo, with 
Thanks to you both for your Trouble, to 
add theſe few Lines out of Milton. 


The World ſhall burn, and from her Aſhes ſpring, 
New Heav'n and Earth, wherein the juſt ſhall dwell: 
And after all their Tribulations long, 
See golden Days, fruitful of golden Deeds, 

| With Joy and Love triumphing, and fair Truth. 


The End of the Dialogues. 
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- THE. i ule 
APPENDIX 
Or LETTERS reſpecting the forgoing Subject | 
LETTER I. — INS ts 
| em CRITO to THEOPHILUS. 


OU will wonder, I imagine, at re- 
ceiving this, and poſſibly think it a 
little unreaſonable, that I ſhould not only 
trouble you with Queries when preſent, but 
alſo when abſent ; and eſpecially as I had de- 
clar d myſelf ſo well ſatisfy d before we 
parted; nor can I fay I am otherwiſe now. 
But the Scheme of Ph:lander does not meet 
with that eaſy Reception here in Town, that 
it met with from us in the Country, The 
common Opinion runs ſo ſtrong againſt it, 
that ſome cenſure it as impious and irreligi- 
ous, as tending to weaken our Obligations 
to a holy and righteous Life, to perplex the 
ET, | Doctrine 


226. 5 

Doctrine of the Reſurrection, and in a Word, 

as a Scheme, which if true, ſhould be her 
conceal'd than made a Subject of publick 
Diſpute. They urge that the common Doc- 
trine of Immortality, however erroncous, {till 
is a harmleſs Doctrine, and may be made 
to anſwer ſeveral uſeful Purpoſes, and ſuch 
as cannot, they think, be anſwer'd ſo well 
without it. It is [ own more eſpecially 
Philander's Province to vindicate his Scheme 
from theſe Objections, nor do I doubt in 
the leaſt his Ability ſo to do: but as I know 
that Philander, tho otherwiſe very friendly, 
is no great Friend to writing long Epiſtles, 
it is for this Reaſon chietly I apply to you, 
not ſo much for my own Satisfaction as that 
of others, tho I likewiſe expect to learn 
ſomething from this Application. I am 
very ſenſible that our Acquaintance is of 
no long ſtanding, and yet I think Tean ven- 
ture ſo far to anſwer for you, as that you 
will not be very unwilling to anſwer this, 
and which will ſtill add to the Wr 
_— confer d on, 2 


2 — Caro. 
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(197). 


LETTER I. 
From TrzoPHILUs to Carre. 


Receiw d yours, and as a 2 Proof that I 

am not unwilling to anſwer it, inſtead 
of Compliments, ſend you the following, 
I am no Way furpriz'd at the Oppoſition 
you tell me you 'meet with in regard to the 
Scheme of Philander. The oppoſite Doc- 
trine has prevail'd ſo long, that it is no Won- 
der if in ſome Men's Opinion it ſhould be 
reckon'd impious even to doubt of it, and 


much more to profeſs a publick Diſbelief of 


it. And yet that the Reverſe of this favourite 
Opinion is really the Truth, is what I take 
it for granted is the Faith of both of us: 
Nor do I ſuppoſe you expect I ſhould here. 
go to proving a freſh what Philander I think 
has ſufficiently proved already to be the true 
and genuine Senſe of Holy-writ. And if 


| fo, who ſhall charge a true Doctrine of. 


God with Impiety ? Or as a Subject not fit 
to be brought into publick Diſpute? It 


muſt be ſurely ſufficient to wipe off Aſper-. 


ſions of this Kind, or ſhould be at leaſt to 
every profeſſing Chriſtian, if it can be ſhewn, 
as I truſt it eaſily may in this Caſe, that the 
Doctrine thus objected to is taught in Scrip- 

ture 
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* 1; hal Vie, and at ſo far from obſcurely, or in 
only one or two dubious Paſſages, that 


there are on the contrary numerous Texts 


that plainly favour it, and ſuch as it is al- 


moſt impoſſible to evade the Force of. But 
in what after all is it ſaid it's Impiety lies? 
Is it that it tends to weaken moral Obliga- 
tions, by repreſenting the future Reward, 

as at greater Diſtance ? It rather in my Ap- 
prehenſion greatly ſtrengthens them; nor is 
it eaſy to think of a more powerful Motive 
to work the Works of him that ſent us while tis 
Day, than that a Night is coming hen 19 


Man can work. It puts an End to every vain 


Surmiſe of any//:r4 or Wiſdom in the Grave, 
or any Device to better our future Stations. 
It gives at once a full and ſufficient Reaſon 
why the Work of Life muſt be done while 
Life continues; and which is what we 
otherwiſe cannot fo well account for, wh 

as Death leaves us, ſo will Judgment finds 
us. There is a Paſt ge to this Purpofe, I 
remember in Dr. Burnet, who tho' he does 
not entirely come into our Sentiments, helps 
at leaſt toconfirm them by the following Ar- 
gument. The Fate of every Man, fays 
the Doctor, State of Dead, pag. 117] © c- 
cording to the Style and Account of the 


fſacred Scripture, depends entirely upon our 


Actions in this Life? for in that to come 
| there 


— 


or of the Portion of Happineſs, or Wale 


vhich we have merited from thoſe Actions. 7 4 —_ 
Whether the Tree falls. to. the South | or be 


Nerth in the Place where it fell, there,s 4 1 
lie, ſays Ecclgſiaſtes; which Saying is gene- 


rally referr'd to the Death of Man, and his 7 H 


unchangeable Condition afterwards. And 


fo they are wont to interpret be e ſhutting 


the Gate in the Parables of Chriſt... But. St. 
Paul tells us that more plainly in the ſecond 
Epiſtle to the Corinthians, and the fifth 


Chapter; For we muſt all appear before tle 
Judgment Seat of Chrijt, that every one may 

receive the Things done in his Body, according 
to that he hath done, whether, it be 


good or 
whether it be evil: which Words {Aba to 
determine and fix the future Condition of 
Men, from the Actions which they have 


done, or ought to have done, during this 
preſent Life. 
venes before the Day of Judgment, and a 
Life of that Nature, that it is as capable of 
good or of evil Actions, of Virtue or Vice, as 
is the preſent Life, than which it is of much 
greater. Length and Duration; I ſcer, no 
Manner of Reaſon, why the whole Weight 
of Eternity, and of the future Lot and Con- 


But if another Life inter- 


dition of Men ſhould depend upon this 


preſent Life, which is ſo ſhort, ſo ſurrounded 
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-” 1 with bie 2 290 to ene Tempta- 


tions liable, that other of much preater 
Moment being entirely neglected and eſ- 


| teem'd as nothing.” 


You ſee here that the Doctor intimates 


very plainly, that if there be any ſuch Thing 


as an intermediate State, between Death 


and Judgment, capable of Action, it ought 


not, he thinks, to paſs as of no Account ; 
nor is it eaſy to ſee a Reaſon why it ſhould 
do ſo. For if there may beWiſdom, Know- 
ledge, 'and Device, and that too as ſome 
think of a more perfect Kind, when the 
Soul by Death has gain'd its Releaſe from 
Body, and is by that Means qualify'd to 
know more than ever, it muſt be very diffi- 
cult to aſſign a Reaſon why a Soul at ſuch 
a Time may not turn Penitent, and freed 
From every bodily Temptation, and the 
Veil of the Fleth removed from before its 
Eyes, make a ſwift and ſpeedy Advance to- 


Wards God and Heaven. There is nothing 


in Nature that I can conceive to obſtruct 
this: And the Caſe of our Death Bed Pe- 
nitents ſeems to prove it. It muſt be own'd 


indeed, that it is but too often ſeen, that 
Sick Bed Penitents, as Health returns, are but 


too too apt to return to their former Vices: 
but then it is to be conſidered in this Caſe, 
that as Health returns, they are apt to be 

f met 


1 
0 


| 
[ 


* 


met with again by the ſame Temptations, and 
to be ſeduced a 
ſions that had ſo often beguil'd them before. 
But with regard to the Dead, their Caſe is 
widely different; they are neither ſuppos d 
to be liable to ſuch Temptations, nor to be 
deluded by ſuch like Deceptions; the Eyes 
of their Faith muſt in that State be clear 
and ſtrong, or if you had rather have it ſo, 
they walk by Siglbt, and muſt of Courſe be 
diſpoſed to rectify all thoſe: Errors, that 
either Ignorance or want of Thought had 


led them into. And therefore if they are 
not to be judged, as there is no Reaſon to 


think they will be, nor ſo much as a Shadow 
of Proof for it to be brought from Scrip- 
ture, till the ſecond Coming of the Lord to 
Judgment, how hard muſt it be toktep them 
from-flattering Hopes, that what either-by 
their own, or the Prayers of others for them, 
by one or other, or by both united, tho' not 
immediately fit to ſtand in Judgment, they 
may yet acquire that Fitneſs before Judg- 
ment comes. This does not only paſs 
with many for ſolid Reaſoning, but is made 
by many a Part of their Faith; and tho 


we as Proteſtants profeſs the contrary, yet 


did we know the private Thoughts of 
many Proteſtants, we ſhould not find them 
perhaps ſuch great Strangers to ſome ſecret 
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gain by the ſame vain Delu- 


i 
r 


PEI 


one of this Kind, as we are gene- 
rally apt to believe. They ariſe ſo naturally 
from the common Faith, or the common 
receiv d Opinion of! mmortality, that it 1s 
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not eaſy for a thinking Mind-to be always 


free from them. St. Auguſtin freely owns 
that this was his Faith, that ſome in the ſe- 


parate State might gain their Pardon, and 
Sins be pardon'd there which are not here. 
As for temporal Pain, ſome endure it 


here, ſays he, and ſome hereafter, and ſome 


both here and there, yet all 1s. over be- 
fore the laſt Judgment. But all ſhall not 
come into theſe eternal Pains. (which not- 
withſtanding ſhall be eternal after the laſt 
Judgment, unto them that endure them 
temporally. after Death,) for ſome ſhall be 
pardon'd in the next World that are not 
pardon'd in this, and acquitted there and 
not here from entering into Pains. eternal” 

[City of God. Lib. 21. Cap. 13.] ] 
Lou muſt eaſily ſee, that ſuch are not 
affected by this, as are for ſending Souls to 


Heaven or Hell directly, and for an irrever- 
ſible Sentence immediately paſs d upon ever. 


one, as ſoon as ever it has left the Body. 
But as this is a Notion exploded by moſt 


thinking Men, and ſuch as has not the leaſt 


Foundation in Scripture whereon to build 
it, the Belief of a ſeparate State, as held at 
preſent, is but too much liable to pp N 

ſuch 
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* ductive of Inferences highly injurious to 
the preſent Cauſe and Intereſt of Virtue; 


ſo far is it from favouring Virtue more than 
our's, as I ſhall ſhew more at large in my 
next; till when, with the greateſt Sincerity, 


| Iret . Yours, THEOPHILUS. 
J a ; | 5 . 
LETTER III. 

E | THroPHiLUs 70 CRIT0. 

it g 


Ee I Now go on, according to my Promiſe, 
8— | to ſhew more largely the pernicious Uſe 


ot that has been made of the common Doc- 


trine of Immortality. To Heathens igno- 


of ſpreading it pious and laudable ; but as 
to us who believe that the Dead ſhall one 
Day riſe, and riſing bodzly be biought to 
Judgment, it is not only a Doctrine of no 
Neceſſity, but ſuch as both may and has 
been abus d to wicked Purpoſes, and to the 
hurting the Intereſt of that very Virtue it 
was intended at firſt to promote. Vou can- 
not but know, that this is the grand Foun- 
dation upon which the Papiſts have erected 
ſome of their greateſt Errors. The Invoca- 
tion of Saints, and Maſſes for Souls in Pur- 


rant of a Reſurrection, the Belief of this no 
doubt was good and uſeful, and the Deſign 
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ther loſes all her Worſhip, and a thouſand 


Pious Frauds loſe all their Credit. I have 


juſt becn reading in a nameleſs Author, a Story 


of this Kind, which is worth reciting, and 
ſhould you chance to be dull may poſſibly 
entertain you. It is taken from Cau/in, a 
French Roman Catholick Writer, and which 
with our Author's Remarks on it [ {hall 
here tranſcribe. 

One Peter of Clugny, ſurnamed (ſays he) 
the vencrable tells us, that in a Village of 
Spain nam'd the Starr, there was a Man of 
Quality call'd Peter of Engelbert, much 


eſteem'd in the World for his excellent 


Parts, and Abundance of Riches. This 
Peter of Engelbert (to make ſhort of the 


Story) enters into the Order of Clugny, then 
an holy Order of Monks and Friars erected 


in France, and often told the holy Friarg of 
a Viſion he had ſeen in this Manner, the 
General of that Order requiring him punc- 
tually to relate the Particulars to himſelf 
and ſome others. 

At the Time that Alphonſus the Younger, 
King of Spain, (which I take to be An. Dom. 
II 56, or there-abouts,) Heir of Auphonſits 


a; | | | 

. Tt a 23255 Cargo of idle, fle, 

and ſenſeleſs Stories, have all ariſen from 
this one falſe Tenet. Remove but this, 

and their Religion totters, the Virgin Mo 


the | 


the Great, NT in Cafiile SBA certain 1 
Factions diſunited from his Obedience, he 
made an Edict, That every Family in his 
| Kingdom ſhould be bound to furniſh him with 
4 der; which was the Cauſe that in 
| Obedience to the King's Command, I ſent 
(ſays Engelbert) into his Army one of my 

5 Houſhold Servants nam'd Sanz, The 
| Wars being ended, and Troops diſcharg d. 
be return'd to my Houſe, where having 1 

| ſometime ſojourn'd he was feizd with a 
. S Sickneſswhich in a fewDays took him away =_ 
into the other World. We perform'd the Ob- 
B ſequies uſually obſerved towards the Dead. 
f and four Months were already paſt, re 
f hearing nothing of the State of his Seal; © 
a when behold on a Winter's Night, being 9 
t | in my Bed, thoroughly awake, I perceiv'd a 1 
S Man, who ſtirring up the Aſhes of my 
at Hearth, open'd the burning Coals, which 11 
n made him the more eaſy to be ſeen. Altho' = 
d I found myſelf much terrified with the 1 
f Sight of this Ghoſt, God gave me the Cou- =o 
8 * rage to aſk him, Vo he was, and for what . = 
7 Piurpeſe be came thither to lay my Hearth 1 
If = abroad? But he in a very low Voice, [as 1 
| Spirts are us'd to do] anſwer'd, Maſter, fear = 

r, = nothing, Jan your poor Corman Sancius; 1 1 
* 280 into Caſtile in the "Wd of 1 Sol- _ = 
K 4 cer " = 


1 Ds, 7o expiate my Sins in * ſome Place | 
where TI committed them. 


I ſtoutly reply'd, If the Commandment 1 


God call you hither why come you hither ? 


Sir, faid he, take it not amiſs, [here the 


Spirit was mannerly] for it is not without 
the divine Permiffion. I am in a State not 
deſperate,” and wherein I may 0 help'd by 
Fou, if you bear any good Will towards me. 

Hereupon! required what his Neceſſity was, 
and what Succour he expected from me. 
Lou know, Maſter, ſaid he, that à little before 
my Death, you ſent me to a Place where Men 
are not ordinarily ſanttified; Liberty, i Ex- 
ample, and Temerity, all conſpire againſt the 
Soul, F a poor Soldier, who has no Govern- 
ment ; I committed many Outrages during the 
late War, robbing and pillaging even to the 


Goods of the Chureh, [here is the Bottom of 


the Story in Monkiſh Times of miraculous 
Ignorance] fer which J am grievcigſiy tor- 
mented. But good Maſter, if you lov d me 
alive, do not forget me. [he ſhould have faid 
my Soul] after Death, I 4ſ no Part of your 
ical = es, [for if he had, I ſuppoſe, they 
would little avail a $pirit, J. but only. your 
Prayers, and fame Alms for my Sake. My 
Mijtreſs ewes me eight Pranks upon a Reckon- 
ing between her umd me, [good Huſbandry, to 
Have even Reckonings after he was dead !] 
Let 


PTY 


— 


—— — 


; Le her Flow it, not 2 my Bech. tat the 


Correſpondence i in Heaven, tho' himſelf in 


as of my Soul, WHICH experteth it for your 5 "mn „ 
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I know not how, 1 found myſelf ſſays 
Engelbert by theſe Speeches embolden'dy 8 „ 
but I had more Deſire to entertain it, than 1 
Fear of the Apparition. (tho the Apparition 
ſeems rather to be afraid of his Maſter, ſe- 
ing he prayd him juſt before, not ro 
take it amiſs.) I demanded whether he could = 
tell me News of one of my Countrymen;, 
nam'd Peter Dejaca, who died a while ſince; __ 
to which - he made Anſwer, That I need © 88 
not trouble myſelf with it, for he was in the 
Number of the Bleſſed. [here he had good 1 


Purgatory,] ſince the great Alms he gave in 
the laſt Famine, had purchas'd Heaven for 
him. From thence I fell into another Que 
ſtion, and was curious to know what had 
happened to a certain Judge, who lately 
departed into the other Life. To which 
he replied, Sir, ſpeak not of that miſerable 
Man, for Hell poſſeſſes him. [here his 
Correſpondence was good in He/t-alfo.] 
thro the Corruption of Juſtice, which he 
by damnable Practice exercis'd, having Hos 
nour and Soul ſaleable to the Prejudice of _ | "_ 
his C onſcience. Rs 8 
But q 


rn now my 7 Curioſity CT” me er 
(e Eng ebert) to enquire what became of 
King AlIphonſus the Great ; at which Time! 
heard another Voice that came from a Win- 
dow behind me, faying very diſtinctly, I is not 
of Sancius yore muſt demand that, [tho' before 
he knew the Affairs of Heaven, Hell, and 
Purgatory, | becauſe he as yet can ſay nothing 
of the State of that Prince; but I have more 
Experzence thereof than be: I deceaſing froe 
Years ago, and being in an Accident which 
gave me ſome Light of it. [{o that Spirits 
Have not all equal Knowledge we ſee, tho 
_ would think Sancius pretty knowin 
too.] I was much ſurpriz d (ſays Engelbert) 
uncxpectediy hearing this other Voice, and 
turning, faw by the Help of the Moon's 
Brightneſs, [not by the raking of the Fire 
as ho did the other Spirit] which reflected 
into my Chamber, a Man leaning on my 
Window, whom I intreated to tell me 
where King Alphonſus war. Whereto he 
replied, be well knew, that paſſing out of this 
Life, be had been much tormented, and that the 
Prayers of good religious Men much help d him. 
r eUe this Story had not been worth the 
telling,] bat he cculd not at preſent fay in what 
Szate he was. Having ſpoken thus much; he 
turn'd towards Sancius, fitting by the F ire, 
and faid, Let us go, it is Time to depart. At 
which, 


which, 3 8 no 1522 N : 


that my Maſreſs perform the Requeſt I made 


of Rome by it. 


or that gives us Room for any ſuch Expec- 


ſpeedily roſe up, and redoubled his Com- 
plaints with a lamentable Voice, ſaying, I. 
intreat you once again to remember me, and 


,. Thus Heatheniſm (ſays this Au- 
thor) brought in Supetſtition, and Super- 
ſtition is now become neceſſary to be ſup- 
ported and continued, by reaſon of the great 
and many Advant:ges accruing to the See 


It muſt be allow'd indeed the Proteſtants 
are not chargeable with theſe 9 
of the Church of Rome, nor do they give 
us Encouragement to neglect our Duty, in 
hopes of any future Expiations; but yet ſurely 


a Doctrine productive of Tenets bf thisKind, 


tations,” ought not to be pleaded for as of 
much Utility, or as tending to anſwer any 
one moral Purpoſe, © which the oppoſite 
Scheme does not anſwer as well, or bet- 
ter : which inſtead of allowing us Time 
to prepare our Accounts after Death, erects 
as it were the next Inſtant the great Ji 71. 
Bunal, and repreſents the Day of future Re- 
tribution, tho in the Eye of the Living 
indeed at further Diſtance, yet with regard 
to the Dead as following Death fo cloſely, 
that the Interim after it appears as nothin "S 3 
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= they fleep, an tly the Trump of God 
proclaims the Coming of the Lord to Judg- 
ment. If this is weakening moral Obligations 
it muſt be very hard to find out what can 
ſtrengthen them, or what can urge us to 
improve Time preſent with greater Energy 
than Thoughts like theſe. As for the Effect 
this Doctrine has on the Reſurrection, you 
may expect it diſcuſs d in the next, and in 
the mean while be aſſured, that Jam, 
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S among other Objections made to the 

X Shlep of Death it is alledged by ſome, 
that it embarraſſes the Reſuurrection, by mak- 
ing it harder I ſuppoſe to conceive, how, 
the very ſame Perſon can be rais'd to Life 
again, after a long Ceſſation of Life for 
many. Ages. and ſuch a Change perhaps of 
the material Syſtem, as ſeems to render its 
Reſtoration almoſt impoſſible ; tho it may 
fuffice upon this Head only to aſk the Que- 
ſtion, Why it ſhould be thought incredible God 
frould raiſe the Dead, it may be of Uſe not- 

OT a rn MAT 


the 
me, 
ak- 
OW, 
Life 
for 
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may 
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God 
not- 


ding 


from human Ignorance, or the preſent Im- 


potence of our Underſtandings, and to which 
the Power of God was a ſufficient Anſwer, 
J did not chuſe to trouble Philander with 
it. And indeed he that believes in the prior 
Part of the Cbriſtian Creed, and duly con- 
ſiders what thoſe Words imply, God the Father 
Almighty, Maker of Heaven and Earth, will 
find no Reaſon to with-hold his Aſſent from 
what is contain'd in the poſterior Part of it, 
the Reſurrection of the Body, and the Life 
everlaſting. _ 155 
But before I proceed more immediately 
to conſider this, let me a little enlarge on 
what was obſerv'd before of what great 
Importance the | Reſurrection is on this 
Scheme, to what, it is according to any 
Other. For if the Soul be immortal, accord- 
ing to common Conception, this great and 
darling Doctrine of the Goſpel muſt ap- 
pear as a Doctrine but of little Moment, 
and the Redemption of tbe Body ſeem an Affair 
[fo trifling, that I muſt confeſs I have often 
been puzzl'd to ſee the Uſe of it, and won- 
dred the Scripture ſhould lay ſuch a Streſs 
as it does on it. I have been often ſur- 
priz d, as has been doubtleſs the Caſe of ſe- 


veral, 


N 85 that a Ren to B Lift ſhould * 
be ſo much valued, as to be purchas d for 
us at ſo dear a Rate, as that of the Death 
and Sufterings of our great "Redeemer. For 
what are the Benefits, upon this Suppoſal, 
that are ſuppos' d to ariſe from all this 
mighty Labour, this great Purchaſe, and 
Labour of Love? Some perhaps will reply, 
that it was not ſo much the End of Ci 
coming, to redeem us from Death, as it was 
to redeem us from Hell. But ſuppoſing 
this, the Queſtion will {till remain, 1 what 
great Service is the Refurretion ? Gr how 
is Death a Puniſhment tor Sin, if we reap, 
as is commonly thought, ſuch Advantages 
from it? Why ſo much Triumph over 
this aff Enemy, if it is in Reality as great a 
Friend, as the common Hypatheſis in this 
Caſe makes it? Theſe are Queries, 1 
own, which I never could thorou 
anſwer ; nor do I remember any one that 
ever did, ſo as to Se me a fall Sara 
tion. 

In the common Sea inflead of 3 
Sleep of Death, we meet with Lie, and the 
utmoſt Activity. The Soul is wide ue, 
and full of Vigour, and no longer confin'd 
by any material Fetters, mounts with amaz- 

ing Speed the diſtant Skies, and ſhines a 
Demz-God. But who, that looks at Death 
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in ſuch a Ligh 
any Enemy? Or as a Curſe entail'd on 
Man for his Diſobedience? Why ſhould 
the Saints on this Scheme, groan within 
themſelves, waiting for the Adoption, the Re- 
demption of their Bodies? If a material Frame 
is really an Inconvenience, how ſhall we 
reconcile this with the moſt perfect Bliſs, of 
which the human Nature is allow'd to be 
capable? Why did either our Lord himſelf 
reſume his own, or give his Followers any 
ſuch Expectations? If our Souls are in- 
mortal it concerns us little, whether theſe 
our Bodies riſe again, or no, or whether 
we have others in Lieu of them, or none at 
all. A Soul that can live, perceive, and 

act without them, and that ſo much bertes 
too, if ſome think rightly, can have but 
very little Need or Uſe of them, or any 
Reaſon that I can ſee, to want or wiſh for 
them. The Heathen Philgſophers were fo 
far right, that the Belief of this was of itſelf 
ſufficient without believing in a Reſurredion, 
which if this were true, could anſwer but 
little Purpoſe, and would be rather a need- 
leſs Encumbrance than any Thing elſe. 
And therefore if the Sleep of the Soul per- 
plexes the Reſurrection, by making it ſome- 
thing harder to conceive of; yet as it greatly 
tends to ſhew the Need or Uſe of it, it fo far 
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5 indeed an additional Proof of it. 
But in what after all does. this mighty 


paves he Way to our Belief of it, and i 18 


Embarraſſment lie, that this Doctrine is ſaid 


to throw on the Reſurrection : ? If the Soul, 


tho' without ſuppoſing its Immortality, or 
its Power to continue Senſation without a 


Body, or without a Body properly diſpos'd, 


may yet {till remain exe. and the ſame indi- 
vidual Subſtance, the Sleep of Death, tho of 


ever ſo long Continuance, can be of no 
more Avail to alter or change the Soul, or 
make us ceaſe to be the -/elf ſame. Perſons, 
than what we call a dead Sleep does at pre- 


ſent, or that Death like Reſemblance, gega- 
fion'd by ſome Kind of Fits. If you ex- 
pect indeed I ſhould define the Soul, or go 
about to determine preciſely its phy/ical 


Eſſence, you will find yourſelf greatly miſ- 
taken. Philander here I think was juſtly 
modeſt, and highly worthy of our Imitation. 
For tho' it can't be denied there is unthink- 


ing Matter, and that therefore all Kind of 


Matter is not endu'd with Thinking, there 


may yet for ought we know be ſome that does 
Think : as well as a great deal of Matter 
void of Life, and yet much on the other 
hand that ſeems living Matter. But be 
that as it will, I am no ways inclin'd to 


diſpute it. Let the Philoſophers. ſettle it 
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Lo [ 145 J / 
amongſt themſelves, our Faith as Chri/fzars. 
is not much concern'd with it. It is enough 
for us to believe, as Scripture teaches us, 
that he that made us at firſt with /zving 
Souls, has declar'd his Intention to raiſe us. . 
again after Death, and that ſuch as by a 


patient Continuance in well doing ſeek. for 9 
it, ſhall then have Glory, Honour, and Im- i] 
| mortality. And this is ſurely a better Foun- ; 
dation to build our Faith on, than any | 
\ Philgſophy of Souls whatever, in which the | 
b | further we go, we but meet with the greater 
TE Perplexity, and as Milton ſays, in another 
. = Caſe, of the fallen Angels, can find © no End, 
„Zz wandering Mazes loſt.” ws 
. Let me add, that it does not ſeem to be 


quite ſo reaſonable, to expect a Reward while 
conſider'd as under a Curſe; or that the Days 
of Eternity ſhould have as many Beginnings, 
as there are different Times for every Ones 
Deceaſe ; not that I charge a Proceeding of 
this Kind with any Izjuſtice, for God has a 
Right to reward or puniſh us when he 
pleaſes ; but only offer it to be here confider'd, 
whether the Reverſe of this does not ſeem = 
to be much more rational, as well as more y 
agreeable to Scripture; as it not only makes 
every Ones final State begin together, but 
puts an End in the Interim either to longing 
Hopes, tormenting Doubts, or worſe tor- 
| | ment- / 


ä 5 
menting Fears. I had almoſt forgot to take 
Notice of one more Advantage, that ariſes 
from this Scheme more than from any other. 
It muſt be very well known to all that know 
the Scriptures, that they teach us to look on, 
and value long Life as a Bleſſing, and a Re- 
prieve from Death, tho' only for ſome few 
Years, as no mean Mark of the Regard of 
Heaven. And it muft be own'd, that if 
Death is a total Ce//ation of Life, or of every 
Senſation of Life till fuch a Period, all addi- 
tional Time upon Earth is fo far Gain to us, 
as it is ſo much Time redeem'd from the 
Days of Death, the Days of Silence, and In- 
enſibilily. But if after Death our Souls then 
live in earneſt, and much more perfectly than 
they did in i, Life, and are remov'd from 
hence to other, and better Regions, and to 
which there is nothing upon Earth compa- 
rable; it is not eaſy to aſſign a Reaſon, why 
our Bleſſed Lord ſhould call his beloved La- 
zarus, be it from Heaven, or Paradiſe, or 
where you pleaſc, and expoſe him again to 
Trials, and freſh Temptations, only for the 
Sake of ſojourning a while longer Here. But 
as I truſt I have anſwer'd now your chief 
Objections, I ſhall add no more than that I 
am. | 

Yours, TuroPniLus. 


"LETTER 
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LETTER V. 
CRITO ro THroPHILUS. 


I Am much obliged to you for the Trou- 
ble you have taken, in anſwering the 
Objections I ſent you; but mult treſſpaſs 
once more on your Patience by ſending 
fome freſh Ones. It is alledg'd, that u 
terial Souls is a plain Abſurdity, and that we 
have not only no Inſtances of thinking Mat- 
ter, but no Reaſon to think there is any 
ſuch Thing in the World; and befides all 
this that there are certain Texts which will 
not bear Ph:lander's Explanation ; as that of 
being abſent from the Body, and preſent with 
the Lord, which without a manifeſt Force 
on the Words can mean no leſs, than that 
we are preſent with the one, at the very Time, 
that we are abſent from the other. Nor can 
leſs they alledge be inferr'd from that other 
Paſſage, in which he aſſerts his Defire Zo de- 
part, and to be with Chriſt, and which he ſo 
expreſly declares is far better than living in 
this World; fince, let Time'be of ever {6 
little Account to the Dead, if theſooner he 
died, he did not think to be the fooner 
with Chriſt, why ſhould he here give the 
Preference, as he plainly does, to the Man- 

No „ frons 
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ons of Death before thoſe of the Land of the 
Living? It is further urg'd, that he tells the 
Theſſalonians, that God has not appointed us to 
Wrath, but to obtain Salvation, by our Lord 
Jeſus Chriſt; who died for us, as he adds, 
that whether Wwe wake or Sleep, that is, as 
moiſt underſtand it, whether we live or die, 
we ſhould hive rogether with him. And that 
when St. John is ordered to write, bleſſed are 
the Dead that die in the Lord; yea, ſaith the 
Spirit, that they may reſt from their Labours, 
if their Bleſſedneſs here means no more than 
their reſting in Death, that the Wicked are 
in this Reſpect as bleſt as they Your An- 
ſwer to this will further oblige, 


Yours, CRITO. 


Lrrrrnx VI. 
Turornilus to CRITO. 


A 8 the pretended Abſurdity of l 
Souls, as I have no where affirm'd or 
aſſerted, the Souls are material, but only 
that they may be ſo for what I know ; it may 
ſuffice to reply, that notwithſtanding all this 
Outcry. of Abſurdity, there have been great 
Philofophers who have thought it none; and 
chan as I do not ierdic it tis neither my 2 
* — ne 
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ſineſs to prove it, nor does the preſent Ar- 
gument any Way ſtand in need of it; ſince 
it may both be material, and yet immortal, 5 
and on the other Hand mortal, altho imma- 

terial. If the former of theſe Paſitions is 
call'd in Queſtion, it may be eaſily prov d 
from the Caſe of theſe our Badies, which. 
as the ſacred Writings moſt expreſly teſtify, 
ſhall at the appointed Time be inveſted 
with Immortality. Nor need we look any 
farther for Proof of the latter Poſition, than 
to the Caſe, as allow d by moſt of the Souls 
of Brutes, and who if matter cannot think, 

as ſome contend for, muſt have immaterial 
Souls as well as we. As it is not therefore 
in the Power of Phils phy to determine 
this Point, or however to determine it with 
any Certainty, by any natural Arguments it 
can bring for it, and as we are bleſt with a 
ſo much /urer Word of Prophecy, it muſt be 
both very unchriſtian, and indeed unrea- 
ſonable, to go about to decide an Affair by 
mere Philoſophy, which we have a Boot in our 
Hands will decide for us ſo much better. 
Not that I mean we ſhould fooliſhly reject 
as wſeleſs, any Arguments Reaſon affords for 
a future Exiſtence, and which are many of 
them ſuch, as are well worth our Conſide- 
ration, and tho' not to be ſet on a Par with 
thoſe from deripture, are yet doubtleſs of 
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Uſe, and may ſometimes do very good Ser- 


vice to ſuch as will hearken to no other 
Evidence, as well as help to ſtrengthen the 
Faith of thoſe that will. The Help of Rea- 
ſon therefore is ſo far uſeful, that how in- 
ſufficient ſoever to make out the Souls Im- 
mortality, it yet affords notwithſtanding ſuch 
Proofs of ſome future Exiſtence, as may be 
of Uſe to confirm us at leaſt in the general 
Faith of it, tho' it cannot extend to explain 
the particular Mode of it, which muſt be 
learnt, as before obſerv'd, in a higher School, 
than mere Philoſophy could ever boaſt of. 
But not to detain ourſelves longer in can- 
vaſſing this Point, let us now go on to the 
Arguments fetch'd from Scripture, and let 
us conſider and weigh them impartially. 
The firſt Paſſage you mention is where 
St. Paul tells the Corinthians, [11. Cor. v. 8.] 
that wwe are willing rather to be abſent from 
the Body, and preſent with the Lord. From 
which it is inferr'd that this Preſence with 
Chriſt muſt be at the Time of our Abſence 
rom Body, and therefore cannot refer to the 
Time of the Reſurrection; when we ſhall 
be inveſted with Bodies again. But admit- 
ting the Words, at firſt Sight, ſeem to carry 
this Senſe in them, or that conſider'd apart, 
as Pbilander obſerv'd, they ſeem to favour 
C's yet Was, as he fays, that duly weighs the 
Apoſtles 
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Apoſiles Sentiments, both as expreſs'd in his 
Writings to his and other Churches, but 
mult plainly ſee this cannot be his Meaning? 
ſince even the Antediluuians, accordin g to 
him, are not yet made perfect, nor ſhall be, 
as he ſays without 1s. 3 
It may be objected, I know, that they 
may not as yet be made perfect, and yet 
may be w1th the Lord notwithſtanding ? and 
therefore Dr. Y/h1tby's Remark upon the 
Words is this, that © we have not only 
Confidence at his Appearance, but always 
even in Death itſelf, that tho' it renders us 
abſent from the Body, it will bring us Home 
to Chrift, and to a nearer Fruition of him. 
Only here note, (ſays he) that according to 
the Doctrine of all the Ancients, the Souls 
of pious Men are not aflum'd into the higheſt 
Heavens, or the immediate Preſence of God 
and Chriſt, inſtantly upon their Departure 
hence, for thus only ſhall we be ever preſent 
with the Lord, [I. The. iv. 16. 17.] when by 
the Power of God, at the laſt Trump, we 
ſhall be rais'd up fo meet lum in the Air; this 
Promiſe being made at his ſecond Comin 
to receive his Diſciples to himſelf, that where 
he ts, they may be alſo. [John xiv. 3.] But yet, 
(as he adds) according to all Antiquity, the 
Souls of pious Men, in the mean Time, are 
in the Place appointed for them with the Lord, 
1 that 
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that is with him in Parad; iſe, where they 
enjoy the Sight and Converſation of their 
Saviour by Way of Viſion : For Paul, and 
the reſt of the Apoſtles, ſays Polycarp, are in 
thePlace appointed for them with the Lord. Not 


onlyin Heaven, ſays Ireneus, but in Paradiſe 


alſo our Saviour ſhall be ſeen, as Men are wor- 


thy to behold him. And this does Pſeudo- 


Juſtin gather from this very Place, that he 
Souls of the Jiſt go to Paradiſe, and conver ſe 
there with Chriſt by Viſion.” 

But how. wal ſoever this Senſe may 

ree with ſome ancient Notions, it is after 
a but a very obſcure One, and ſuch as we 
ſhould not lay too great a Streſs on. We 
We are to be preſent (it ſays) with Chriſt, 
but not immediately, or ſo as to enjoy the 
7mmediate Preſence of God and Chriſt; for 
Chriſt is in Heaven, and we are to be only 
in Paradiſe ; but we are to ſee and converſe 
with him y Way of Viſion, or he is to be 
feen as Men are worthy to behold him : that is, 
We are not really to be preſent with bim, 
which it is here granted we ſhall not 
be till the Reſurrefion ; hut are allow'd, I 


ſuppoſe, in the mean Time to dream of 


him, or to ſee and converſe with him in 
ſome - unknown Manner, and to come to as 
near a Fruition as can be of Things at a 
Diſtance, or as Souls are capable of without 
"A 
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a Body. But is this throwing Light upon 


this Text of Scripture? or is it not either 
darkening it by Words without Knowledge ? 1 
muſt confeſs I was once heretofore'of' the 
fame Opinion, but which too greataRegard 
for Antiquity led me into, rather than any 
circumſpect Examination. I was too eaſil 
led, and prevail'd on by ancient Authority, 
to admit their Diſtinction between Heaven 
and Paradiſe; but between which I am ſa- 
tisfy d now there is no more Difſßſerence than 
that acknowledged by our Friend Philander; 
and that we do but dream of being with 
Chriſt in Paradiſe, till, as expreſs d by the 
penitent Thief, he comes into his Kingdom, 
or ſits as King upon his Throne of Judg- 
ment. 


In the Epiſtle St. vo was bedr to 


fend to Epheſus, our Lord concludes it with 


this- folemn Promiſe, Rev. ii. 7.] To him 
that overcometh will I give to eat of the Tree 
of Life, which is in the midſt of the Paradiſe 
of God and which that it relates to the /aff 
and final State of Things, and not to ſepa- 


rate immortal Spirits, to which we cannot in 


Reaſon ſuppoſe it of any U#hty, muſt ap- 
pear from comparing it with what we meet 
with of the Tree of Life in the divine Jeruſa- 
lem. | Rev. xxit. 2. 14.] And if this be the 
Caſe, it is enough to ſhew us, that this ſo 
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common Belief of theirs, however Ancients 
or however the hone/t Fathers firſt came into 
it, is ſuch as does not agree quite ſo well as 
it ought with the Scriptures. 

As ſome however may be apt to value it 
for its Antiquity only, excluſve of any Thing 
elſe, I ſhall therefore oppoſe it by greater An- 
tiquity ſtill, which tho' it is not produced as of 
any divine Authority, is yet ſufficicnt toſhew us 
what was the ancient Faith, and that too, as 
reputed, of ſome of the w/e? of Men. And 
in the mean Time it may help to adminiſter 
{ome Satisfaction, that the Fathers in general 
ſo far agree with us, as to explode with one 
Conſent the unchriſtian Doctrine of the going 
of Souls to Heaven or Hell immediately; 
and if we only conſider whence they de- 
riv'd the Doctrine of this ſo much conteſted 
Immortality, and how defirous they were to 
conform as much as poſſible to the Philſo- 


pher's Sentiments in Things of this Kind, we 


ſhall not be ſo much ſurpriz d that they 
went /o far, as that they did not more readily 
proceed yet farther. | 

But to refer to Times more antient {till 
than theſe; as Philander metion'd only The 
Sor of Strach, paſſing by, without quoting, 
the other Apocryphal Writers; Let me now, 
tho only as a Counter-Evidence to the mere 
human Authority of theſe aucient Fathers, 
preſent. 


LIW I 
preſent you here with the Opinion of Eſdras, 
and that of Baruch, with that of the Jews 
in the Days of the Maccabees; and in which, 
tho' we meet with nothing of this Immor- 
tality, we yet find them declaring their 
Faith in a Reſurrection, and their Expecta- 
tion, in common with us, of a general Judg- 
ment. For after Death, ſays Eſdras, ſhall the 
Judgment come, when wwe ſhall live again: 
[2 Eſdras. xiv. 35.] and then ſhall the Names 
of the Righteous be manifeſt, and the Works of 
the Ungodly ſhall be declar'd. And open thine 
Eyes, fays Baruch, and Behold : | Baruch ii. 
17.] for the Dead that. are in the Graves, 
wha Souls, or, as the Margin tells us the 
Greek here ſignifies, whoſe Spirits or Lives, 
are talen from their Bodies, will give _ = | 
Lord neither Praiſe, nor Righteouſneſs. 
if we go from hence to. conſider 7he = 
Brethren, who in the Perſecution under 
| Antiochus Epriphanes were together with their 
| Mother put to Death in one Day, becauſe 
they would not tranſgreſs their own Laws at 
the King's Commandment, and were tortur'd, 


4 as St, Paul ſays, not accepting Deliverance z 
I Heb. xi: 35.] that they might obtain a better | 
5 Reſurrettion ; ; we ſhall find them profeſſing 
\ their Faith in this fo plainly, that it is im- 


3 poſſible even for Chriſtians to do it plainer. 


Ti hou, 


8 
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. Thou, ſays one to the King, when he was 


juſt expiring, [2 Mac. vii. 9.] ke 4 Fury 


Zakeſt us out of this preſent Life, but the King 
of the Mord ſhall raiſe us up, who have died 


for his Laws, unto Life Everlaſting. Theſe 
_ another courageouſly, holding forth his 

ongue to be cut out, and his Hands to be 
cut off manfully, Theſe T had from Heaven, 


and for. his Tan I deſpife them, and from him 
1 hope io receive them again. It is good ſays 


another, being put to Death by Men, to look 


for Hope, from God, to be raiſed up again by 
bim. T-cannot tell, ſays the Mother, how 
you cams into my W/ 22 , for I neither gave you 
Breath nor Life, neither | was it I that form u 
the Members of every one of you : But doubt- 
leſs the Creatour of the World, who form d the 
Generation of: Man, and found out the Beginn- 


ing of all Things, will alſo of bis own Mercy 


give you'Breath and Life again, as . you now 
regard not your own ſelves for his Laws Sake. 
And our Brethren, ſays the Youngeſt, who 


mow have ſuffer d a ſtort Pain, are Dead under 


God's Covenant of Everlaſting Life : but thou 
uro the Judgment of God, ſhalt recent ve 0 | 


Puniſhment for thy Pride. 
lt muſt appear I think hence, and with 
cificient Evidence, that tho' the Souls In- 
mertality was not received by theſe JYorthres, 
ww were not ſo ignorant of a Reſurrection, 
as 
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n 
as ſome among us would make us believe. 
Their Faith, as St. Paul to the Hebrews ex- 
presſly tells us, had reſpect to inviſible Things 
as well as Ours; and tho' they did not ex- 
pect to be preſent with God immediately, 
but rather /aw the Promiſes, as he ſays, afar 
; they yet agreed with him in expecting 


a Crown of Righteouſneſs, which the Lord 


the righteous Judge ſhould one Day give them, 
and to all them alſo that love his appearing; or 
as it is expreſs'd by the Author of the Book 
of Wiſdom, [Wiſdom v. 16.]that they ſhould 
come in the End to receive a glorious King- 
dom, and a beautiful Crown from the Hand of 


the Lord. And therfore not to treſpaſs too 


much on your Patience, by prolonging an 
Anſwer, which you may think perhaps too 
long already; If it does not appear that St. 


Paul himſelf believ'd, that he ſhould be 


preſent with the Lord immediately, or that 
either He, or his Fellow Apoſtles taught 
any ſuch Doctrine; If in his % Epiſtle to 
this Church at Corinth, he has laid fo great 
a Streſs on the Reſurrection, as to repreſent it 
as the very Baſis of all our Hopes; and as 


the Learned conceive, 1s even treating of 


this in the Context, out of which this Ob- 


jection is taken ; [See Whitby on 2 Cor. v. 


I.] If an intermediate Paradiſe has no 
Foundation, and almoſt % Antiquity with 
EET of ONE 
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one Voice proclaim to us, that we muſt 
not expect an immediate Admiſſion to 
Heaven, as all very well know, who are any 
Way vers'd in their Writings; it muſt 
ſurely be wrong to ſtretch the Apoſtles 
Words, tho' allow'd at firſt Sight to ſeem 
to have ſuch a meaning, to a Senſe we have 
ſo much Reaſon to conclude was never — 5 


Part of his Intention. 


It is very well known the Scriptures are 
not cus ius to expreſs themſelves always in the 
fulleſt Manner, and that we muſt often look 
to more than a /ingle Paſſage in order to find 
the Truths therein contain'd ; and therefore. 
as it is taught us ſo very plainly in other. 
Places, that this Preſence with Chriſt belongs 
to the Reſlarrection; as its Inſertion here 
was a Matter of no Neceſſity, we ſhould 
not wonder much at its O:/on, or make 
an Omiſſion of this Kind, of a Chriſtian 
Truth, and which it is ſo very eaſy to collect 
elſewhere, a means of plunging in wnchri/lian” 
Error. But not to tire your Patience any 


further, let me here ſubſcribe myſelf, 


1 Friend, Turornhilus. 


LETTER 
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LETTER VII. 
THEOPHILUS 7 -CRITO. 


A S I ſuppoſe I have ſaid enough to your 
. firſt Objection, I now go on to that 
from the Philippians, where St. Paul pro- 
feſſes his Defire to depart and be with Chriſt : 


but which as it is much of the ſame Nature, 


and import with that from Corinthians, the 
ſame Anſwer in general which ſerves for 
one may likewiſe ſerve as Anſwer to the 
other, Yet as it is thought, I preſume, to 
contain ſome additional Weight in it, from 


that apparent Preference given here to Death, 


before that of a Life, tho' fo uſeful as that 
of St. Pauls, that I may not be thought to 
conceal any Part of the Force of it, as ſeeing 
any Thing in it too weighty to make a Reply 
to, I ſhall here give you on this the Re- 
marks of the ſame Annotator, that I pre- 
ſented you with on the other, He begins 
with obſerving that Crellius ſays upon this 
Place, that becauſe the Time between Death 
and the Reſurrection is reckon'd as nothing, 


therefore the Apoſtle might * thus, th the 
Soul has no Senſe of any Thing after Death. 


And then goes on to enquire, as by Wa 
of Anſwer ; but could St. Pau/ think a State 
- N of 
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of Infondbility ſo much better than a Life 
tending ſo much as his to the Glory of God, 


the Propagation of the Gofpel, and the 5 


Furtherance of the Joy of Chriſtians? could 
he call ſuch an inſenſate State, a being with 
Chriſt, and a walking by Sigi in Oppolition 
to walking by Faith? ii. Cer, 5, 7. 8. Hie 
then goes on to obſerve, that others account 
for this by ſuppoſing the Apoſtles beliey'd 
the Reſurrection was then af Hand; and that 
ſome think he refers to ſome peculiar Privi- 
ledge of being with Chriſt as an Apg/le or 
Martyr. But as we have only to do with 
his Remarks, on Crell:us, let us accordingly 
ſet ourſelves to ſee the Force of them. 
St. Paul owns very freely his Life was of 
Uſe to the Church, and was for this Reaſon 


erſwaded it would be continued, and yet 


owns that his Death would be Gain to bim 
notwithſtanding ; that is, according to ſome, 
becauſe he ſhould go to Chriſt, or accord- 


ing to others, converſe with him by Way 


of Viſion : But as the primitive C hriſtians did h 


not believe the former, any more than many 
modern ones do the latter, and the Tenour 
of Scripture ſeems neither for ne, nor the 
other, we muſt either at laſt take up with 
the Note of Cyellius, or wait till ſome Au- 


thor can give us a better in Licu of it. And 


if an inſenſate State 1 is better than one of 
Suffering, 
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fuffering, and St. Paul owns that ſuch was 
the Apoſtles Cafe, that if in this Life only they. 
had Hope in Chriſt they ſhould be of all Men the 
moſt miſerable, I cannot ſee it ſo abſurd, for 
my Part, that he ſhould give the Preference 
to a quiet Sleep before a more active State of 
ſo much Hardſbips; and eſpecially if it is 
further conſider'd, that the Time of this 
Sleep, is as nothing, and beſides its releaſing 
him from all his Labours, would convey 
him to Chriſt in Effect, as it were, the 
next Inſtant. | 
It is moreover very remarkable, that in 

this Epi/tle, he not only repreſents the Re- 

ſurrection as the Object of his utmoſt Defires ; 
I[Chap. iii. 11.] but that taking Occaſion 
to mention ſoon after, our Converſation, or 
Citizenſhip, as being in Heaven; inſtead of 
giving us the leaſt em of our going thither, 
or of any ſuch Thing as our being with 
Chriſt till his ſecond appearing, he imme 

diately adds, From whence alſo: we look for 
. the Saviour, the Lord Jeſus Chriſt, who ſhall 
change our vile Body, that it may be faſhion'd 
like unto his glorious Body, according to the 
working, whereby he is able even to ſubdue all 
Things unto himſelf. Now, why ſhould he 
look ſo much for our Lords Retwrn, if he 
either expected to be with him in Heaven 
ſo long before then? Or however to ſee 
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and converſe with him in ſome happy Pa- 


radiſe, and into which his Soul ſhould im- 
mediately enter after Death ? Had he for- 
got the Defire he before expreſs'd ? Or that 
being with Chriſt, he had ſo lately men- 
tioned ? Or are we to look on him here 
as explaining himſelf more at large? I muſt 
freely confeſs, that the more I conſider theſe 
Things, it affords me ſtill new Matter of 


Surprize, that this Apoſtle ſhould ſo long be 


quoted as favouring a Doctrine, which on 


ſo many Occaſions he never makes any Ac- 


count of, only becauſe it ſeems to agree with 
what he ſays in ſome two or three Paſſa- 


ges, but for which, on fairly comparing 


the-whole of his Writings together, there 
does not appear to be the leaſt Foudation. 
As to the Objection brought from St. 


Paul to the Theſſalonians, i. Thefſ. v, 10.] it 


appears to me to be ſo very trifling, as ſcarce 


to merit or deſerve an Anſwer. It was if 

ou pleaſe to remember, from even this 
very Epiſtle, [Chap. iv. 13, &c. ] that Philan- 
der produced to us one of the ſtrongeſt Ar- 
guments againſt a ſeparate State in all this 
Apoſtles Writings. For here the Apoſtle 
ſets himſelf profeſſedly to remove all ſuch 
Doubts with regard to the State of the 


Dead, as might lead us to look on them as 


lofi or periſb d, and to adminiſter all the 


Apoſtolical 
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Aboſtolical Comfort he could to put an End 
to immoderate Grief on that Occaſion. Here 
therefore the common Doctrine of Inmorta- 


lity muſt; if true, have anſwer d a moſt uſeful 


Purpoſe: nor is it even conceivable he 
ſhould here omit it, would his Faith as a 
Chriſtian have given him Leave to make 


Uſe of it. Had a Philoſopher undertook to 


manage this Point, we ſhould have been 
entertain'd perhaps with the Roman- 
tick Rhetorick of the Godlike Power of 


Souls when freed from Bodies! How the 
Soul exults in its recover'd Liberty And flies 


from World to World with as much Fa- 
cility, as the Birds of the Air do from one 
neighbouring Tree to another ! Some of the 
Antients here indeed were very modeſt, and 
would not ſo much as allow that a Soul 
could get over a River, without paying a 
Penny to Charon for Uſe of his Boat. But 
theſe were mere Philoſophical Bunglers, com- 


par'd with ſome Others, that becauſe living 


Wights they knew had need of ſuch Things, 
muſt needs fooliſhly fancy the Dead muſt 
have need of them too, and that dead Souls 


could not fly over Rivers for no other Rea- 


ſon than becauſe they ſaw it could not be 
done by Living ones. | 
But to leave theſe id Dreams and re- 


turn to the Hog Apoſtle. He would not 


+ have 
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have us, he ſays, to ſorrow for the Dead, a. 
others which have no Hope, But what does 
he ſay to us to prevent our Sorrowing ? Is it 


that the Saale of the Dead are happy now 


in Paradife, and happier far than ever they 


were in this World? That they are preſent 


with Cbriſt, or ſee him by Way of Viſon; 


and are rejoicing in Company with other 


Saints in Hopes of the Glory that fhall be re- 


veal d? This no doubt had been proper to 
aſſwage their Grief, and the very propereſt 
Thing he could have told them of. But 


inſtead of fo much as the leaſt mund of 


this Kind, he only, as uſual, points at the 


| Reſurredtion, and directs them to Comfar: 


themſelves and each other with this, that 


ſuch as fleep in Jeſus, God will then bring. 
with him. And who that ſeriouſly confiders 
this, (with other ſimilar Things to be met 
with in all his Epiſtles,) can imagine the 
Apoftle ſhould only a few Vertes aſter, 
fpeak of living with Chriſt while we are, as 
he ſtiles it, aſleep? It is freely atlow'd, that 
whether we wake or /icep, that is, are found 
at his Coming either alive or dead, we hall 


live together with him at this Appearing : 
But with what Propriety can we here ſup- 


poſe him to repreſent us as Dead, and yet 
Ziving together with Crit? Or as both 
waking and /teeping at the ſelf ſame Time? 
$2: | * 
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We are taught, and ptofeſs to receive it as 


Part of our Faith, that our Lord ſhall come, 
as the Creed fays, to funge quick and dead: 
But was any Man ever fo weak as to argue 


hence, that the Dead ſhall be Judg'd while 
they continue Dead? Or that they ſhall not 


be - quicken'd before they are call'd on to 
Judgment? And yet what more Abſurdity 
is there in one than the other? | 

Your /aft Objection likewiſe appears to me 
to have as /itthe Weight in it, if not leſs 
than any of them. For what, tho' the 
Sleep of Death is alixs to all, alike in- 


ſenſiblèe to all in general; does it make no 


Difference whether we wake to Lie, or to 


undergo a terrible Condemnation ? The 


Righteous certainly are bleſt in this, that 
all the Labour of the Day is over, and that 
after a quiet Night of Reft from all their 


Trouble, they ſhall wake to Scenes of Bli/s 


beyond Conception. But with regard to 


the Wicked ſurely the Caſe is different. 


"Tis true they alſo reſt from preſent Trou- 
bles, but muſt ſhortly awake to ſuch as are 


much more dreadful: nor are they happy - 
in any Thing, fave in their Infenfebility of 


that terrible Doom that is advancing towards 
them. And yet who' that has in him a 
Spark of Humanity left, that can find in his 
Heart to gradge them this na Ref 
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ite, this ſenſeleſs Interim between their 


Death, and that of rifing to Eternal Judg- 


ment.---But as I preſume I have now given 


an Anſwer to all your Objections, Let me 
once more, as uſual, ſign myſelf 


Yours, THroPHti.vs. = 

P O $' T SCRE PT; 
8 Philander has been at me again with 
his old O4ze#:on, that it ſeems to be 


too much cramping the celeſtial Happineſs 
to confine the Seat of it to this Earth and 


Atmoſphere, it would not I thought be un- 
welcome to ſend you a ſhort Account, by 
Way of Pofcript, of what has further paſs d 
between us on that Occaſion. You may 
remember he ſtarted the ſame when you 


was here, and to which, tho' I made him at 


that Time but a brief Reply, he ſeem'd 


however for the preſent ſatisfy d. But he 
has ſince ſo ſeriouſly renew'd his Wiſhes ſor 


a larger and more extenſive Sphere to act 


in, that I plainly perceiv'd nothing lefs than 


an infinite Space, and a Power of viſiting 


God's whole Creation, was ſufficient to gratify 
his high Ambition. I was therefore oblig'd- 
as ſeriouſly to remonſtrate to him, that as 


Contentation was a Chriſtian Virtue, and 
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God had ſeen fit to ſet Bounds to our Deſires 


in this World, it was done with a View, 
not only to preſent Happineſs, but to render 
us fit for the future; that it could not be 
otherwiſe than highly criminal for limited 
Beings, as all Creatures mu/? be, to raiſe their 
Wiſhes to too great a Height, or to be im- 
patient in any Caſe to break thro' thoſe 
Bounds, that the divine Wiſdom and Good- 
neſs has thought fit to ſet to them; and 
upon this reminded him of that Tree of 
Knowledge, that was ſet as a Teſt in the ter- 
reſtrial Paradiſe, and to teach us to reſt 
contented with ſuch Attarnments, as the 
Wiſdom of God has thought proper to put 
in our Reach. This Remonſtrance I found 
had the defir d Effect. He readily own'd 
Our Happineſs muſt be bounded, and that 


of Courſe the Deſire of it muſt be bounded 


too: nor could he think of any other 
Bounds to ſet to it than thoſe thought meet 
by the Divine Creator. I was pleas'd I con- 


fefs to hear him acknowledge this ; which 


yet as I told him muſt be either own'd by 
us, or we ſhould otherwiſe never know 
where to ſtop our Wiſhing till we had every 
with'd Equality with God. He repeated 
again, that he was fully fatisfy'd, that as the 


future Happineſs muſt have Limitations, it 


muſt be our Duty to bring our Deſires to 
7 ſuit 
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Kai on Huston, and to acquicke as is fit 
in the diene Diſpoſal. This main Point 


therefbre gain d, I had 5 do but 


to ſhew him that the Seat of ppineſs, 
tho' thus confin d, or without exceeding of 
theſe Scripture Limits, may yet notwith- 
ſtanding this be very: glorious, even beyond 
all our preſfent'Concegtions ; that the new 
Earth may poſſibly exceed, the preſent, 
| both with regard to its Bulk, LY larger 
Extenfion of Atmoſphere; and that as we 
fhould probably then be enabled to move in 
Air, with greater Eaſe than we now do on 
Earth, and either to walk, or fy, at our 
own Diſeretion, and had all the Reaſon in 
the World to think, there ſhould never be 
wanting Objects to entertain us in that new 
Creation form'd on Purpoſe forus, we mi 
very wel} make ourſelves eafy with ſuch a 
1 Proſpect, and without wiſhing for Power 
Ii too nearly approaching Divine for fach 
| | Creatures as we are to admit the Hopes of; 
and that tho' I could not pretend to pro- 
duce any Warrant from Scripture for what 
I was going further to add on this Head, yet 
that it was not impoſſible, nor yet improbable, 
but that the Earth in Proceſs of Fime might 
have ſeveral freſh Renovations, each. ſtill 
more glorious than its preceeding ; and 
that God in his Wiſdom and Goodneſs 
x may 
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this to any other Globe whatever, (which 


the moſt rais d Ambition, that can be con- 
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perhaps favour ſome of a ſap@iour Ra k 
5h a Vifit Journ: to other diſtagt &. bes... 
and that may entertain us at their Return, 


with new ahd fur prifivg Narratives of wg 1 
Wiſdom of God, 


Ap-© 
gions, and to Being | nich at preſent” we 
have,no Idea; and in a Word, that with- 
outer uppeſing a general Tranfolantati on from 


yet perhaps may ſome Time be the Caſe,) 
this Globe of ours may be made ſuch 
a Seat of Happineſs, as is enough to ſatisfy 


tent with any Thing leſs than perfect God- 
head. [See Dr. Watts an Death and Heaven. 
Pag. 73. and 191.] This was coming ſo 
cloſe to Philander's moſt favourite Paſſion, 
and giving ſuch ample Room for Expecta- 
tation, that I could even read in his Counte- 
nance the Satisfaction with which he re- 
ceiv'd it. I own, fays he very alertly, this 
is not promis 'd us; but as there is nothing, 
I think, in Scripture to contradict it, but ra- 
ther a Liberty left us of conceiving every 
thing, that it is either fitting for God to 
beſtow, or his Creatures to hope for; I am 
ſo well convinced of his great Grace and 


Goodneſs that let the Scenes of Happineſs 
. -— 
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be where they * make * doubt but 
the Juſt ſhall be appy, and have Reaſon 
for 8 42 extol the ne that firſt deſign'd 
them for that glorious End. He had no 
ſooner faid this, with a great deal of ſeeming 
Pleaſure, than lifting his Eyes devoutly up 
towards Heaven, he repeated the following 
Words with great Solemnity, 


Proſtrate I bow to thy ſuperior Sway : 


Man was not made to cenſure, but obey. 
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